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16Mar. First integrated phygital service centre 
launched in M.P.‟s Guna 

                                                  

    

 The first integrated phygital service centre to 
facilitate online services for beneficiaries visiting the outlet 
has been launched in Umri village, Guna district, Madhya 
Pradesh, according to an official statement released on 
Sunday. 

                                                          

                                                         

           ,                                                 

 The centre was launched by Union Telecom Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia as part of the Samriddh Gram Phygital 
Services Pilot Initiative by the Department of 
Telecommunications. 

 इ                                                          

                                                       त त       

 The project leverages connectivity available in rural India through the BharatNet project. 

                                                                                 त  

    

 

16Mar. Veena exponent Jayanthi Kumaresh to receive Sangita Kalanidhi award 
at Music Academy‟s 100th Conference 

                                            100                          

              

 The 100th Conference and Concerts of The Music Academy, Chennai, beginning in 
December this year, will be marked by the conferment of the Sangita Kalanidhi award on 
renowned veena player Jayanthi Kumaresh. 
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               ,         100         औ       ,                              ,         

                                                                 

 Bharatanatyam dancer Narendra G. will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award. 

                     .                               

 ―The executive committee, at its meeting on March 15, decided to confer the award on her 
and other awards on various musicians,‖ said N. Murali, President of the academy, on 
Sunday. 

                           .             , ―                  15                         

              औ         त                                         ‖ 

 Ms. Kumaresh, a member of the musically rich Lalgudi G. Jayaraman family, learnt from 
her mother, Rajalakshmi. 

     त                               .                                               

              त       

 She later trained under her aunt Padmavathi Ananthagopalan and then maestro S. 
Balachander. 

 इ                                          औ                 .                   

      

 She also received guidance from her uncle Lalgudi G. Jayaraman, Sangita Kalanidhi T.K. 
Brinda, composer Thanjavur Sankara Iyer, and T.R. Subramanian. 

                         .       ,                 .  .      ,     त                     

औ    .आ .                               

 A postgraduate in English, Ms. Kumaresh is one of the foremost exponents of the Saraswati 
veena. 

                                                                         

 She has collaborated with the late tabla maestro Zakir Hussain. 

             त                                               

 She has contributed in large measure to the present increase in the popularity of the 
instrument. 

        इ                                                      

 ―It is a great honour that I have been selected for the award in the 100th Conference and 
Concerts of the Academy, whose logo features Saraswati with a veena. 

           , ―              त           त                      100         औ           इ  

                         ,                                               

 It is an honour not just for me, but for the veena, the national instrument,‖ Ms. Jayanthi told 
The Hindu. 

                                       ,                           ,‖                          

     

 Nritya Kala Acharya award, a newly instituted award this year. 

         आ           ,    इ              त                     

 S. Rajeswari will receive the Dance Musician Award (vocal). 

   .                                (    )         

 And T.K. Padmanabhan the Dance Musician Award (instrumental), the other two new 
dance awards. 

 औ    .  .                               (        )       ,                            

 Mr. Murali said the Sangita Kalanidhi-designate would preside over the academic 
sessions of the Annual Conference and Concerts of the Academy. 

                                                                      औ           

                  त         

 To be held between December 15, 2026 and January 1, 2027. 

    15        2026    1       2027             त        

 She will receive the award along with the other awardees on January 1, the day of Sadas. 

                   त           1                                             

 Mr. Narendra will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award at the inauguration of the 20th Annual 
Dance Festival of the Academy on January 3, 2027. 
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            3       2027              20                                              

                   

 She said a veena artiste had been selected for the award after a gap of 34 years. 

                              34          त           इ                             

 And it was a matter of pride that it had happened in the centenary year of her guru, the late 
S. Balachander. 

 औ              त                            .                                 

 The Sangita Kala Acharya awards will go to vocalist Sugandha Kalamegam and 
mridangam player Thrissur C. Narendran. 

           आ                                औ                      .              

        

 The recipients of the TTK Awards are nagaswaram player Injikudi Subramaniam and 
violinist T.K.V.B. Ramanujacharyulu. 

 TTK               त                                 औ                .  .  .  . 

                    

 The Musicologist Award will go to D. Balasubrahmaniyan, Adjunct Professor of Music 
and Co-chair of Global South Asian Studies at Wesleyan University. 

                      .             ,                          औ         

                                        -      ,                

 Bharatanatyam dancer A. Janardhanan will receive the Nritya Kala Acharya award, a 
newly instituted award this year. 

               .                    आ                  ,    इ              त      

        

 S. Rajeswari will receive the Dance Musician Award (vocal). 

   .                                (    )         

 And T.K. Padmanabhan the Dance Musician Award (instrumental), the other two new 
dance awards. 

 औ    .  .                               (        )       ,                            

 Mr. Murali said the Sangita Kalanidhi-designate would preside over the academic 
sessions of the Annual Conference and Concerts of the Academy. 

                                                                      औ           

                  त         

 To be held between December 15, 2026 and January 1, 2027. 

    15        2026    1       2027             त        

 She will receive the award along with the other awardees on January 1, the day of Sadas. 

                   त           1                                             

 Mr. Narendra will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award at the inauguration of the 20th Annual 
Dance Festival of the Academy on January 3, 2027. 

            3       2027              20                                              
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16Mar. Gill and Smriti win top honours at BCCI awards 

     औ          BCCI                            

 Gill and Smriti win top honours at BCCI awards. 

     औ     त    BCCI                         त   

 Shubman Gill and Smriti Mandhana were named the Best International Cricketers at the 
BCCI Naman Awards 2026 here on Sunday, recognising their outstanding performances in 
the 2024-25 season. 

           औ                                BCCI             2026                      

           त         ,    2024-25                                        

 Gill won the prestigious Polly Umrigar Award, while Smriti received the honour for the fifth 
time. 

          त  त                     त ,                                        

 For Gill, it was his second Cricketer of the Year award after first winning it in 2023. 

                          „               ‟          , इ                इ   2023      त  

    

 Legends Roger Binny, Rahul Dravid and Mithali Raj were honoured with the Col. C.K. 
Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award, the BCCI‟s highest honour. 

               ,           औ                       .  .                        

              त         ,    BCCI                  
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 Gill enjoyed a stellar 2025. 

        2025                 

 On the tour of England, he led from the front in the five-Test series, finishing as the top run-
getter with 754 runs in 10 innings. 

                                                                    औ  10            754    

                                        

 The 26-year-old also played a pivotal role in India‟s Champions Trophy triumph last year. 

 26                                                                                

 He made an unbeaten 101 against Bangladesh in India‟s opening match, and ended the 
tournament with 188 runs. 

                   आ                                  101         औ                    

188                 

 Smriti finished 2025 with 1,703 international runs, including 1,362 in ODIs, the most by any 
woman in a calendar year. 

         2025              1,703                          ,       1,362              ,    

                                                         

 In doing so, the left-hander also became the first batter in women‟s ODI history to score 
1,000 runs in a calendar year. 

       त                                                                           

              1,000          

 The Indian vice-captain aggregated 434 runs in nine matches during the team’s maiden 
ODI World Cup title triumph. 

          -                                                             434          

16Mar. Gold for Chandrika as India bags five 
medals 

              ,                       

 Gold for Chandrika as India bags five medals. 

              ,           त            

 India concluded its campaign at the World Boxing 
Futures Cup with a haul of five medals, including one gold, 
here on Sunday. 

                                                           

                      ,                            

 Chandrika Pujari delivered a commanding 
performance in the women‟s 51kg final to defeat 
Uzbekistan‟s Mardonova Nazokat with a unanimous 
decision. 

                        51                              त  

                                                 

       

 Three Indians finished with silver. 

 त                                 त   

 Gunjan (48kg) lost to her opponent from England 0-5 
while Joyshree Devi (54kg) lost 1-4 to a boxer from the USA 
in the finals. 

       (48     )            त        0-5           ,            

     (54     )                             1-4             

 In men‟s 50kg, L. Ambekar Meetei returned silver after losing to a boxer from Ukraine. 

      50           .                                                 त   
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16Mar. Gopi chasing Asian Games glory and National record 

                            औ                        

 Olympian T. Gopi now has a singular obsession — breaking the long-standing National 
record in marathon. 

           .                               —                                             

त      
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 Shivnath Singh‟s Jalandhar Mark of 2:12.00 has stood the test of time for 48 years and 
continues to elude the elite marathon runners in the country. 

                              2:12.00       48                औ                            

                 त             

 The 37-year-old Gopi came agonisingly close to breaking the record when he clocked 
2:12.23 at the Valencia Marathon in December 2025. 

 37           इ            त                                              2025             

          2:12.23                

 He was on course but cramps by the 36km mark slowed him down and he missed setting a 
National record by a whisker. 

          त             36             आ                               औ            

                  त          त             

 ―If not for the cramps in my calves, I would have broken the National record in Valencia. 

 ―                                 त , त                               त     त   

 I was disappointed. 

              

 But it (national record) has kept me motivated and my dream is to break it before I retire,’’ 
said Gopi from his training base in Udhagamandalam. 

          (             )          त   त         औ                                        इ   त   

   ,‖                                             

 Gopi got another opportunity in the New Delhi Marathon in February this year but finished 
second (2:13.12) behind Kartik Karkera (2:13.10). 

                                              औ           ,                        

(2:13.10)                   (2:13.12)         

 Gopi, Kartik and Man Singh punched their tickets for the 2026 Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games 
by achieving the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) qualifying mark (2:15.04). 

     ,        औ                                       (AFI)                   

(2:15.04)             2026 आ   -                                         

 ―Qualifying for the Asian Games was my main objective at the New Delhi marathon. 

 ―                                                                     

 The fact that three of us qualified from the same race showed how competitive it was. 

    त                                          ,        त          त    त    त          

    

 The intense rivalry among the three of us has been mutually beneficial, pushing us to 
perform better. 

    त                             आ                        ,              त               

    त          

 It is good to have company in a major event, as we can work as a team and pose a serious 
challenge to runners from Japan and China,‖ said Gopi, a former Asian champion in the 
event. 

          आ                       त    ,                 त            त     औ        

औ                                   त    ,‖      त     ,    इ                               , 

        

 Having qualified for the Asian Games, Gopi wants to break the National record there. 

                                                                 त        त      

 ―I reckon I have to do something below 2:09 for a podium finish if the race is pretty fast. 

 ―                              त     त     त                         2:09                   

      

 But sometimes the race may be slow and finish in 2:15. 

          -                  त     औ  2:15              त      

 I feel I am capable of doing a sub 2:10. 

        त           2:10                              

 My body is in good shape and I am training hard. 

                  त       औ                            
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 It would be nice if I get a chance to compete in one or two marathons before the Asian 
Games,’’ said Gopi, who participated in the Rio Olympics. 

                                                                        त          ,‖         

   ,                                        

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society  

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar „A stranger in my capital city‟ 

 „                             ‟ 

16Mar Another barrier 

   औ       

16Mar Why is Rajasthan‟s property Bill drawing scrutiny? 

 

 

16Mar. „A stranger in my capital city‟ 

 „                             ‟ 

 For thousands of people from the Northeast who come to Delhi seeking education and 
opportunity, the National Capital Region is both a place of promise and an area shadowed 
by prejudice. 

                              औ          त             त    ,                         

                       औ                          

 Spring is Atiya‟s (name changed on request) favourite season. 

                (                     )             त      

 Back in Manipur, it arrives with pleasant weather, vibrant festivals, and fields bursting into 
colour. 

                          ,               औ                 त           त      

 Since childhood, this time of the year for her has meant hours of gazing upon bright flowers 
and breathing in their fragrance. 
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                                                           औ                             

    

 She hasn’t experienced that for two years now, ever since she moved to Delhi. 

                                     ,                      

 On March 8, she walked to a garden in Malviya Nagar with a transgender friend hoping to 
find that spring comfort. 

 8                                                                      त        त           

 What she encountered was just the opposite. 

                      त           

 She says a group of boys, between 13 and 16 years, began passing lewd remarks. 

             13    16                                                           

 ―They began by calling me „chinki‟ (a racial slur used on people with East Asian features), 
then went on to calling me a sex worker in Hindi,‖ says Atiya. 

   त     त    , ―            „     ‟ (                                       इ                     

            )             औ                                      ‖ 

 The only reason Atiya says she understood these words was because they had been hurled 
at her several times in the past, in Delhi. 

   त     त           इ          इ                                                     

              

 When she objected, one of the boys threw a stone that struck her jaw, leaving her injured. 

                    त                                          औ                 

 Shocked and humiliated, she tried to run, but the boys chased her. 

    औ        त                            ,                                

 She eventually fell to the ground, where one of them hit her with a belt, leaving bruises on her 
neck. 

      तत                ,                                                                 

       

 For many people from the Northeast living in Delhi, the incident was painfully familiar. 

                                                               त औ               

 While violence against communities from the region makes occasional headlines, the deeper 
story of racism lies in the everyday hostility — on the streets, in buses, in rented apartments, 
and crowded markets. 

         इ                                    -               त    ,                           

                            —         ,        ,                  औ                          

 Since the incident, Atiya has kept her face covered. 

 इ                   त              ढ      त      

 She walks down roads quickly and avoids venturing out after sunset. 

                -      त     औ                               त      

 Her parents have asked her to return home, but she has decided to stay in Delhi and fight 
back. 

        त -  त                               ,                                               

         

Everyday racism 

             

 The attack on Atiya came weeks after three female students from Arunachal Pradesh were 
subjected to verbal abuse by their neighbours in Delhi‟s Malviya Nagar in late February. 

   त                                                        त                      

  त                                                                               

 The furore was sparked during AC repair work in a fourth floor flat where the two of the 
women lived as tenants, and one was visiting. 

                                                                                           

औ                  
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 Dust from drilling fell on the lower floor and the women faced racial slurs, abuses, and 
threats. 

                                            औ                      ,         औ          

            

 Videos of the incident went viral on social media and resulted in the filing of an FIR and the 
arrest of the accused couple. 

 इ                                            औ  इ                आ आ         

त   आ                          

 They were later given bail on health grounds, but the court noted that even if there was 
absence of physical violence, the act of the accused did not dilute the gravity of the words 
alleged to have been uttered. 

                आ                  ,           त                                     

  ,                                           त            त   

 Every year, students and job-seekers from eight States in the Northeast travel to Delhi. 

                  आ               औ        त                 त      

 They say they come for opportunity – universities with wider choices, coaching centres, 
corporate offices, hospitals, the hospitality industry – and the promise of careers that are not 
available back home. 

      त                        त     —                         ,            ,         

       ,   त  ,   त       — औ                                               

 In areas like Mukherjee Nagar, Munirka, and Humayunpur — neighbourhoods with low 
rents and large populations of people from the Northeast — students and young professionals 
often speak about living under a constant gaze. 

          ,         औ                          —                   औ                         

         —     औ                     त                                  त   त      

 ―When I first came to Delhi for college, people would stare at me on the metro like I was a 
tourist,‖ says Wein Bhir, 22, a student of sociology in Lady Sri Ram College. 

                                              (22)   त    , ―                            

       , त                           त                          ‖ 

 Another problem for women is stereotyping. 

                   औ                         

 Maya, from Shillong, works at a beauty salon in West Delhi. 

                                                    त      

 ―Many of us are judged for our clothing or assumed to have loose morals. 

 ―                                                  त            ढ                         त      

 We are dubbed as party people while most of my northeastern friends hardly go out to party. 

                              त                                                             

  त      

 We don’t have enough money to do that,‖ she says. 

      त    , ―                                               त  ‖ 

Food apartheid 

            

 Sangeeta Keisan, 50, moved to Delhi from Manipur in 2005. 

             , 50    , 2005                           

 Spokesperson for the Delhi Meitei Coordinating Committee (DMCC), a non-profit that 
works for the community’s wellbeing, she says she studied here and even worked in a private 
bank for years. 

                                  (DMCC)           ,                                   

           -               , औ    त                            औ         त              

             

 She says she has faced racism often. 

      त                                            
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 ―Now I am concerned about my teenage daughter who was born and brought up in Delhi. 

 ―                              त                        औ     -        

 She complains of abuses hurled upon her on roads. 

         त   त                                         

 Once she told me that someone called her „momo‟ (a slur from dimsums, a Delhi 
streetfood staple). 

              त                   „    ‟     (                        ,            

                  )  

 I consoled her saying that the momo is something Delhi loves.‖ 

                         त                                       ‖ 

 Keisan adds that Delhi is racist to anyone who does not look like north Indian. 

   इ     त                              त                                     त   

 There are other food problems. 

 इ                                   

 ―When we go to see a room for rent, the first question is where we are from,‖ says Neng 
Neiting, 30, from Manipur, who is training to be a teacher in Delhi University. 

                      (30),                                                  ,   त        

                            त     त                  त                       

 ―The second question is whether we cook pork or akhuni (fermented soybean),‖ she says. 

      त                     त                            (             )    त      

 Lumland, a hairdresser at a multi-chain salon in Saket says that discrimination against the 
Northeast people is often rooted in a lack of awareness about the region. 

                -                                              त                               

                                                      त      

 ―Despite being an integral part of the country, the Northeast remains geographically and 
culturally distant from the rest of India. 

      त                                                             औ                 

                            

 School textbooks rarely cover our history, heroes, languages, or traditions, which is why 
people in this part of the country grow up with limited knowledge of the region,‖ he says. 

      त                                        ,       ,        औ                      

       त    , इ            इ              इ                                            त      

A memory and struggle 

         औ        

 For many Northeast residents in Delhi, the memory of Nido Taniam continues to shape 
their experience of the city. 

                                                                                       

     त   त      

 Taniam was 20 years old when he was mocked by a shopkeeper in Lajpat Nagar for his 
hairstyle and appearance, back in 2014. 

               20           2014                                              औ     

               

 What began as verbal taunts quickly escalated into violence and he was assaulted to the 
extent that he couldn’t survive the injuries. 

        त                 ,                          औ      इत        त                  

                      

 His death sparked outrage across the Northeast. 

                             आ             

 Protests erupted in cities. 

                            

 Parliament condemned the killing, and the government announced a series of measures 
aimed at addressing discrimination against people from the Northeast. 
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         इ                  औ                                                            

                       

 A committee headed by retired bureaucrat M.P. Bezbaruah was formed to examine the 
problems faced by northeastern citizens in major Indian cities. 

                     .  .      आ        त            त         त                      

                                                   

 The committee later submitted recommendations that included stronger legal protections 
against racial discrimination and greater awareness about the Northeast in school 
curricula. 

            त                                                               औ      

                                                  

 The Delhi Police also set up a Special Cell (Northeastern States) to handle complaints 
from residents of the region. 

                                        त                              (              )    

    त     

 Robin Hibu, who is currently serving as the Special Commissioner of Police in Delhi, had 
set it up. 

           ,     त                            आ      ,    इ       त          

 The cell aims to provide quicker response in cases involving harassment or violence and 
to build trust between the police and northeastern communities. 

 इ                                                               औ        त          

                                

 A helpline (1093) was introduced and Delhi started organising Northeast festivals every 
year. 

            (1093)           औ                                    त                

 He explains that after the cell was established and police personnel from the Northeast 
were recruited into it, people from that region began to feel a greater sense of security. 

     त त                      औ  इ                                            , त            

                             

 ―Nido‟s death remains a symbol of the consequences of unchecked prejudice,‖ says 
Phand Len Mang, 25, from Manipur, whose family has now shifted to Meghalaya. 

                       (25)   त        ―                                                  

 त            ,‖                                      

 ―Creating a committee is one thing,‖ says Mang, the son of an army man serving in Assam 
Rifles, but ―changing attitudes on the ground is much harder.‖ 

                                                           त                         त   , 

                                                    

 He adds that friends too will make jokes about his facial features, not realising these are 
racist. 

     त त                                                    त    ,                    

           

 Mang’s message is simple: ―No one in my own Capital should ask me which country I 
belong to.‖ 

                    : ―                                                             ‖ 
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16Mar. Another barrier 

   औ       

 Mandatory period leave sans parity in 
recruitment will hurt women. 

                                                    

         त                                 

 When considering a measure to address a work-
related need, care must be taken to ensure that it does 
not inadvertently reduce the employee‟s opportunity to 
work. 

            -       आ               त             

                     त    , त           त              

   इ                                                  

      

 This was again made evident on March 13, when 
a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, headed by 
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, refused to entertain a 
petition seeking a law providing menstrual leave for 
women workers and students. 

     त 13                                          

               त                       -             

                        औ                          

                                                  

          इ              

 The Court cautioned that mandatory menstrual 
leave could unintentionally hinder women‟s careers and 
deny them “big responsibilities”. 

            त                                   

                                  त      त     औ      

“               ”        त      त      

 Instead, it encouraged “voluntary” initiatives by 
States. 

इ                              “     ”        

      त       

 In Odisha, women government employees up to 
the age of 55 can take an additional day of leave each 
month, while Kerala grants menstrual leave to female 
trainees in ITIs and universities. 

         55     त                                   

                                   त   ,           

   औ                    औ                       

                                  त      

 Karnataka issued an order that entitles women in 
the public and private sectors up to the age of 52 to a 
day‟s menstrual leave a month, raising concerns 
whether private establishments might be 
disincentivised from hiring women. 

                                     औ                

52                                                               ,             त  

                                                                   

 This government order has been challenged in the High Court. 

इ         आ                        त            

 Such changes must come with safeguards, and the top court rightly suggested that the 
government come up with a menstrual leave policy in consultation with stakeholders, 
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as it had done in 2024 as well. 

                                          औ                                         

                                                  ,              2024                

 Many women face debilitating menstrual pain and conditions such as endometriosis, 
PCOD and PCOS. 

                                औ                ,         औ                  त       

        त      

 But the Court’s reasoning rests on another, more universal reality: women are already 
disadvantaged at work, facing systemic barriers such as unequal pay. 

                त      औ                             त   :                           

                    औ                                             त      

 In this context, mandatory menstrual leave could become a form of biological 
determinism, limiting opportunities, pay and promotions for women. 

इ                                                             त    ,                  

    ,      औ             त      त      

 In countries where menstrual leave policies exist, they are either poorly enforced or are 
not opted for by most women. 

                                             ,            त                                 

                                       

 In Spain, legislation enacted in 2023, and hailed as “historic for feminist progress”, saw 
few women exercising the right a year later. 

       2023              ,      “                             ”        ,                 

                                           

 In Zambia, some women said it was being misused. 

                                इ                            

 In India, the female Labour Force Participation Rate rose from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7% 
in 2023-24, driven largely by rural women entering work due to distress, insecure 
employment and unpaid household work. 

                                2017-18    23.3%         2023-24    41.7%      ,       

                                ,                औ                                    

                     

 In this context, a blanket menstrual leave policy could be counterproductive: many 
women cannot afford to lose workdays, and in informal jobs, it may also be 
unenforceable. 

इ                                                            :                   

                                 , औ                      इ                          

      

 Providing free sanitary products and medicines at workplaces and allowing time off 
under existing leave provisions would be a way forward. 

                             औ                     त                            

                आ                त      

 That would be an acknowledgement of biological realities without turning such well-
intentioned but poorly thought-out initiatives into yet another barrier to women‟s 
participation. 

                                    ,                                                

                                    औ             
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16Mar. Why is Rajasthan‟s property Bill drawing scrutiny? 

                                            आ       ? 

Rajasthan Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property in Disturbed Areas Bill 

                                                            

 The Rajasthan Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property in Disturbed Areas Bill 
was passed by the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly on March 6 through a voice vote. 

                                                               6                

                          त           

 The Bill seeks to regulate property transactions in areas declared as “disturbed” by the 
government. 

                                                                              “      

   ”                

 However, the legislation has sparked debate over its constitutional validity, possible 
misuse, and broader social and economic implications. 

        इ                          ,                 औ              -आ               

                    

What does the Bill propose? 

                        ? 

 Under Section 3(1,2), the State government may declare any area as a “disturbed area” 
if it believes that communal violence, riots, or public disorder exist or are likely to occur. 

     3(1,2)                                    “         ”                              

                       ,                                                        

 According to Section 5(1,2), once an area is notified, any transfer of immovable property 
including land, houses or commercial establishments requires prior approval from the 
District Magistrate or Collector. 

     5(1,2)                              त                 ,                                

                                                                    आ          

 This restriction applies to sale, gift, exchange, lease and other forms of property transfer. 

     त        ,      ,       ,     आ                                           

 Any property transaction carried out without such permission would be legally invalid. 

                                                                              

 Section 7 authorises the District Magistrate or Collector to conduct an inquiry to 
determine whether the transfer is voluntary and genuine or involves coercion, 
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intimidation or distress sale. 

     7    त त                                                          त       त       

                        औ                        ,                                  

 Under Section 9, penalties are prescribed for property transfers carried out without 
required permission. 

     9    त त                                                            

 Section 10 includes provisions aimed at protecting tenants from forced or unlawful 
eviction in such areas. 

     10                                                                                 

 Violations of the Act under Section 12 are treated as cognisable and non-bailable 
offences, punishable with 3 to 5 years imprisonment and a fine. 

     12    त त इ                       औ     -                       ,       3    5     

       औ               त      

How does the Gujarat model compare? 

                                         ? 

 The Rajasthan Bill is often compared with the Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act. 

                 त                                         त      

 This law originated from a 1986 ordinance passed after severe communal riots in 
Ahmedabad. 

                                                  1986                              

 It was formally enacted in 1991 and later strengthened through amendments in 2020. 

इ   1991    औ                           औ         2020                        औ  

                

 The law aimed to prevent distress sales of property by minorities who felt compelled to 
leave their neighbourhoods after repeated communal riots. 

इ                   -                                                                   

                                                  

 In Ahmedabad, a large share of the Muslim population lives in Juhapura, often described 
as the largest Muslim ghetto in western Ahmedabad. 

                  आ                                    ,                            

                          त      

 This concentration limits the geographical spread of the community. 

इ     त                                                   

 During the 2020 amendments, the then Chief Minister Vijay Rupani said that the intent of 
the law was to ensure Hindus and Muslims remain within their own areas and do not 
exchange property. 

2020                    त                                                            

औ                   -                        औ           आ   -               

What are the legal and constitutional implications? 

       औ                      ? 

 Although the right to property was removed as a fundamental right by the 44th 
Constitutional Amendment in 1978, it remains protected under Article 300A. 

        1978    44                                                                   

   ,                  300A    त त      त     

 Article 300A states that no person can be deprived of property except by authority of 
law. 

       300A   त                                                                     

                 

 The proposed law provides such authority by requiring government approval before 
property transfer in notified disturbed areas. 
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        त                                                                           

                        त      

 The Bill has also drawn attention in relation to Article 14, which guarantees equality before 
law. 

                 14                              ,                                    त      

 Legal experts say that if the provisions disproportionately affect certain communities or 
neighbourhoods, the law may face scrutiny for arbitrary classification or discrimination. 

                                                                                        

       , त                                               त                त      

What are the Opposition‟s concerns? 

                     ? 

 The Congress has questioned the communal bias of the Bill. 

          इ                                              

 Real estate transactions in notified areas may slow down, as each transfer would require 
administrative approval from district authorities. 

                                                  ,              त                     

          आ          

 Opposition leaders argue that vague terms such as “disturbed area” or “demographic 
imbalance” may allow broad administrative discretion. 

                   “         ”    “                  ”                      

                             

 There are also concerns about arbitrary classification of disturbed areas, ghettoisation of 
communities, discrimination in government services and distortion of representation. 

इ                                     ,                    ,                         औ  

                           त                    

 Critics argue that the policy, though intended to prevent forced displacement, may end up 
institutionalising residential segregation and communal polarisation. 

                            त                                       ,       इ    

आ            औ                                              

 It may also reinforce existing communal boundaries in housing markets rather than 
promoting social integration. 

      त                                      आ                                       

   औ                    

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar Hungary set for pre-poll showdown amid concerns of foreign meddling 
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16Mar. Hungary set for pre-poll showdown amid concerns of foreign meddling 

                                                                     

 Hungary‟s long-time premier Viktor Orban and his main opponent Peter Magyar are set to 
stage rival marches in Budapest. 

                                         औ             त                            त     

                      

 Both pushing allegations of foreign interference four weeks before the elections. 

                                                               

 Facing an unprecedented challenge to his 16-year rule, Mr. Orban has accused the EU and 
Ukraine of helping the opposition. 

      16                       त         त             त                              (EU) 

औ                                              

 Tensions between the nationalist leader and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
reached new heights last week. 

               औ                                         त                      इ            

     

 When Mr. Zelensky appeared to issue a direct threat against Mr. Orban. 

                                                                     

 And Hungary detained and then expelled a group of Ukrainian bank employees. 

 औ                                                    त                                   

 Billboards casting Mr. Zelensky in negative light have also sprung up in recent weeks 
across the country. 

                                                                                             

 Meanwhile, opposition leader Magyar has accused the Moscow-friendly Orban of seeking 
the Kremlin‟s help to stay in power. 

 इ              त                                                                        

                  

 This followed reports by regional investigative outlet VSquare and the Financial Times. 

                    VSquare औ                                             
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 Of a covert Russian social media campaign to boost Mr. Orban and weaken the 
opposition. 

                               औ                                                   

            त         

 Both camps have pushed to mobilise their supporters for Sunday’s mass gatherings ahead 
of the April 12 election. 

               12                                                                            

             

 Government sympathisers will gather in a park for a “peace march”. 

                         “        ”        इ           

 Across a bridge over the Danube river to parliament. 

 औ                            त          त          

 The nationalist premier will give a speech in front of parliament at 1:00 p.m. local time. 

                                   1:00                              

 Magyar is set to hold a “national march” from Budapest‟s city centre to Heroes‟ Square. 

                                         त  “           ”                  

 Where he is expected to address the crowd at 4:30 p.m. 

             4:30                                  

 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar Assembly polls for 4 States, 1 U.T. begin on April 9 

 4      , 1                                      9             

16Mar BJD, Cong. issue show-cause notices to 3 MLAs on eve of RS poll in 
Odisha for „violating whip‟ 

                               „         ‟             औ            3 

                                      

16Mar Diversify agriculture and encourage farmers to grow pulses, SC tells 
govt. 

                       औ                                          , 

                           

16Mar RS election: AIMIM to support Tejashwi; RJD shifts MLAs to hotel; BJP 
confident of victory 

             : AIMIM                     ; RJD                        

   ; BJP                 

16Mar House decorum 

              

16Mar On the right to die with dignity 
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16Mar. Assembly polls for 4 States, 1 U.T. begin on April 9 

 4      , 1                                      9             

 Elections will be held in Assam, Puducherry, and Kerala on April 9 and in Tamil Nadu on 
April 23. 

    ,          औ          9         त               23                      

 West Bengal will vote in two phases on April 23 and 29. 

               23 औ  29                      त          

 Counting of votes will be held on May 4. 

  त         त  4             

 The Election Commission also announces bypolls to eight Assembly seats spread across 
various States. 

       आ                                                                        

 The Assembly elections will be held in a single phase in Assam, Puducherry, and Kerala on 
April 9 and in Tamil Nadu on April 23. 

    ,          औ          9                      औ              23                        

       

 While West Bengal will vote in two phases on April 23 and 29. 

                    23 औ  29                      त          

 The Election Commission of India (EC) announced on Sunday. 

               आ    (EC)              इ              

 Counting for all four States and the Union Territory will be held on May 4. 

             औ          त              त     4             

 The Model Code of Conduct has come into effect with the announcement of the poll 
schedule. 

                                 आ           (Model Code of Conduct)                

 At a press conference here, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said around 
17.4 crore electors would vote in 824 Assembly constituencies across the four States and 
one Union Territory. 

                                 आ                                    औ             त 

        824                        17.4              त           

 In Bengal, 152 constituencies will vote in the first phase and 142 in the second. 

                      152 औ               142           त          
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 The commission also announced byelections to eight Assembly constituencies in various 
States. 

                                                                     

 Five of the eight Assembly seats will vote on April 9 and the remaining on April 23. 

 इ                         9         औ          23          त          

 Counting of votes for the bypolls will also be held on May 4. 

               त        4                

 Ponda in Goa; Bagalkot and Davanagere South in Karnataka; Koridang in Nagaland; 
and Dharmanagar in Tripura will vote in byelections on April 9. 

              ;                   औ               ;                    ; औ            

       9                     त           

 Umreth in Gujarat, and Rahuri and Baramati in Maharashtra will vote on April 23. 

                                      औ             23          त          

 The Tamil Nadu Assembly, which has 234 seats, completes its term on May 10. 

                  ,       234        ,              10                  

 While that of Kerala, which has 140 seats, ends on May 23. 

                   ,       140        ,              23                  

 Assam has 126 constituencies, and the term of its Assembly ends on May 20. 

        126                 औ                           20              त      

 The 294-seat West Bengal Assembly completes its term on May 7. 

 294                                           7              त      

 The term of the 30-seat Puducherry Assembly ends on June 15. 

 30                                         15               त      

„Bedrock of democracy‟ 

 „          आ       ‟ 

 Asserting that “pure electoral rolls” are the “bedrock of democracy”, Mr. Kumar told the 
media that the process of special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls was one of the 
30 new measures undertaken by the poll panel over the last 12 months to ensure free and 
fair polls. 

      त        “               ” “          आ       ”   ,                              

                                    (SIR)                12            त   औ             

      त                                     30                        

 The exercise, which began in Bihar last year, has since been held across 13 States and 
Union Territories. 

                                       औ  त     13       औ                                 

    

 It has been particularly contentious in West Bengal, where the Supreme Court has directed 
that the over 60 lakh cases listed under “adjudication” be decided by court-appointed 
judicial officers. 

                                             ,                                     “       ”    

त त        60                                                                    

          

 Responding to a question whether these cases would be disposed of before the scheduled 
election dates, Mr. Kumar said. 

 इ                   त        त                                                

 ―As far as the supplementary list under adjudication is concerned, learned judges are 
looking into case by case, and those approved by them shall be included in the final electoral 
rolls by way of a supplementary list, in accordance with the order of the Supreme Court.‖ 

 ―     त                                       ,                                         औ  

                त                                    त   त  त                          , 

                                        ‖ 

 To a question regarding certain schemes announced by West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee just hours before the election dates were declared, he said the Model 
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Code of Conduct is applicable from now onwards. 

        त                                                                           

                                               आ           (Model Code of Conduct)    

            

 Actions taken prior to the MCC is a prerogative of the concerned governments. 

 MCC                           त                            

 The CEC declined to comment on an Opposition-sponsored motion seeking his removal 
submitted in Parliament. 

           आ    (CEC)               त                                              

              इ              

 Saying he did not wish to engage with political statements made by certain political 
leaders and parties against the EC. 

                        आ                                 औ                   

                                      त   

 

16Mar. BJD, Cong. issue show-cause notices to 3 MLAs on eve of RS poll in 
Odisha for „violating whip‟ 

                               „         ‟             औ            3 

                                      

 Ahead of voting in Odisha on Monday for four seats to the Rajya Sabha, Opposition BJD 
and Congress on Sunday issued show-cause notices to three MLAs for ―violating party 
whips‖. 

                                                त                       (BJD) औ         

             त            (MLAs)    ―                 ‖                             

          

 While the BJD issued show-cause notices to two MLAs – Chakramani Kanhar (Baliguda) 
and Naba Kishor Mallick (Jayadev) – the Congress asked its legislator from Mohana, 
Dasarathi Gomango, to present himself before the party on Sunday evening. 

                          –            (        ) औ                 (     ) –          
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         ,                                                                               

    त              

 A statement by BJD chief whip Pramila Mallik read. 

                                                  

 ―It has been noted that Chakramani Kanhar and Naba Kishor Mallick have been absent 
from the meetings convened at Naveen Niwas for the past three consecutive days.‖ 

 ―                             औ                       त      त                       

                            त        ‖ 

 ―Despite the issuance of a whip mandating presence in Naveen Niwas, their attendance 
has been lacking.‖ 

 ―                                                                         त             ‖ 

 ―Considering this communication as a show-cause notice, they are hereby directed to report 
to Naveen Niwas by 9 p.m. on March 15,‖ it stated. 

 ―इ                              त         15             9                      

    त                      त    ,‖ इ             

 Though Choudwar-Cuttack MLA Souvic Biswal did not attend the meeting, the party has 
not taken any decision against him so far. 

              -                                      त        ,                   त  

                                   

 The Congress Disciplinary Committee, in a show-cause notice to the Mohana MLA, said 
he remained incommunicado. 

                                                       त                               

          

 It accused him of ―deliberately going into hiding at a critical juncture, raising suspicions of 
potential cross-voting or defection that could undermine the party’s strategic alliance‖. 

                            ―                              ,             त    -

                                ,                                         त     ‖ 

„Bid to poach MLAs‟ 

 „                          ‟ 

 Meanwhile, two persons were caught red-handed on Sunday while allegedly attempting to 
bribe and threaten Congress MLAs from Odisha staying in a resort in Karnataka. 

 इ                                              ,          त                              

                                           औ                             

 There were four persons, of which two fled and two others were nabbed, according to the 
police. 

                                ,                    औ                      

 Accusing the BJP of ―attempting to poach the MLAs‖ as part of its „Operation Lotus‟, 
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar alleged that ₹5 crore had been offered 
to each of the legislators. 

                       .  .                       „           ‟    त त             

                               त                           ₹5                     
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16Mar. Diversify agriculture and encourage farmers to grow pulses, SC tells 
govt. 

                       औ                                          ,            

                

 The Supreme Court has asked the Union government to revisit its existing policy 
framework and explore a better substitute under which farmers are incentivised to diversify 
from conventional crops such as wheat and paddy to pulses. 

                                                            ढ                       औ      

   त       त           त त                 औ                                           

  त               त              

 Besides a relook into policy and diversification of crops, the court asked the Centre to 
convene a meeting of different stakeholders to look into various issues. 

    त          औ                             त                                          

       त                                      

 These include the absence of an incentivised minimum support price (MSP), sufficient 
enough to cover the expenditure that small or medium level farmers incur in producing 
pulses. 

 इ                              (MSP)                 ,         औ              

                                                                  

 Guaranteed timely sale of pulse products. 

                                        इ              

 And fixation of the cost price of yellow peas, which are currently being imported, so that it 
did not impact the home-grown pulses produced by farmers. 

                              त      ,       त        आ                  , त    इ    

                                                

 A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said the Centre, through its 
Ministries of Agriculture, Commerce and Consumer Affairs, and with the aid of subject 
experts with ground knowledge, mould a framework which would make pulse cultivation 
worthwhile for farmers. 
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                                    त                                ,       औ  

                                     त                                                 

त                                                                   

 ―There should be a campaign to diversify agriculture. 

 ―                                                  

 Diversification of paddy is the biggest challenge in North India. 

                                           त      

 Do we require such a quantity of paddy? 

        इत                      त    ? 

 We may need it for export purposes, but land can also be diverted for pulses. 

                   इ       त      त    ,                          त                      त  

    

 Please ask your Ministries to constitute a committee of people. 

                                                       त      

 Somebody who has worked at the ground level, who knows the psyche and compelling 
circumstances that drive the farming community,‖ Chief Justice Kant addressed 
Additional Solicitor-General N. Venkataraman, appearing for the Centre. 

                                        औ                         त                    

औ                   त     ,‖                                                         

       .                 

 The court was hearing a petition filed by Kisan Mahapanchayat, an NGO, seeking curbs on 
the import of yellow peas. 

     त                            -             (NGO)                               

      ,                   आ                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16Mar.  RS election: AIMIM to support Tejashwi; RJD shifts MLAs to hotel; BJP 
confident of victory 

             : AIMIM                     ; RJD                           ; 

BJP                 
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 On the eve of polling for the five Rajya Sabha seats from Bihar, several rounds of meetings 
took place in the State capital within the ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and the 
Opposition Mahagatbandhan camps. 

                                    त                                                   

                (NDA) औ                             त                       

 The NDA, which is falling short of three votes, has expressed confidence about winning all 
the seats. 

 NDA,    त                        ,               त                        

 Whereas the principal Opposition party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), is relying on the All 
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)’s five MLAs and the BSP for a seat. 

                                   (RJD)                              - -         

        (AIMIM)                  औ  BSP                       

Iftar party 

           

 Ahead of the polling, Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly Tejashwi Yadav of the 
RJD attended an iftar party hosted by AIMIM State unit president Akhtraul Iman. 

  त            RJD                                           AIMIM                 

                    त                        

 Soon after, Mr. Iman announced that all his party MLAs would extend support to the 
Mahagatbandhan. 

 इ    त   त                                                                             

 ―We have spoken to all our MLAs, including the party chief Asaduddin Owaisi, and have 
decided that all MLAs will vote for the RJD candidate,‖ Mr. Iman said. 

    इ          , ―                      ,                                          ,      त 

      औ  त                        RJD                   त          ‖ 

 To prevent cross-voting, the RJD has shifted its MLAs to a private hotel in Patna, from 
where they will directly go to the Legislative Assembly for voting. 

    -                    RJD                                                  त  त         

  ,                              त                   

Mock voting 

            

 Mock voting drills were conducted at the official residence of Deputy Chief Minister 
Samrat Choudhary, as there are over 100 MLAs who will be voting for the first time in the 
Rajya Sabha. 

                                                                   ,       100    

                                      त           

 Earlier in the day, NDA legislators met at the residence of JD(U) national working 
president Sanjay Jha. 

             NDA                  JD(U)                                               

 Followed by a meeting of JD(U) legislators at the residence of Minister Lesi Singh. 

 इ                                  JD(U)                      

 Addressing reporters, Mr. Jha said, ―There was absolutely no issue regarding four seats. 

              त   त                 , ―                                    

 And now we have sufficient numbers for the fifth seat as well. 

 औ                                                    

 The NDA will receive more votes than anticipated, and all five candidates will easily make it 
to the Rajya Sabha.‖ 

 NDA                             औ                                               ‖ 

 Of the five NDA candidates, two are from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) — party 
president Nitin Nabin and Shivesh Kumar. 
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      NDA                                     (BJP)       —                     औ  

             

 Two are from the Janata Dal (United) – Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and sitting Rajya 
Sabha member Ramnath Thakur. 

            (        )       —                     औ   त                       

       

 And the fifth is Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM) president Upendra Kushwaha. 

 औ                                  (RLM)                         

 The RJD has nominated businessman Amarendra Dhari Singh as its candidate. 

 RJD                                                            

Numbers game 

              

 Going by the numbers, the NDA has 202 MLAs. 

                NDA        202            

 Comprising 89 from the BJP, 19 from the Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), five from the 
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular) and four from the RLM. 

 इ    BJP    89,                (         )    19,           आ          (      )    5 

औ  RLM    4                  

 The Opposition camp has a total of 35 MLAs. 

                       35            

 Of which 25 are from the RJD, six from the Congress, two from the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist-Leninist) Liberation. 

 इ    25 RJD, 6       , औ  2                    (        -         )                

 And one each from the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the Indian Inclusive 
Party. 

 औ    -                             (        ) औ                             

 As the numbers go, 41 MLAs are needed to win each seat. 

                           त          41                 त      

 So, for the NDA to win all the seats, it will need the support of at least three Opposition 
MLAs. 

 इ     NDA               त                                                           
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16Mar. House decorum 

              

 The ruling party and the Opposition must rise 
above partisanship. 

       औ                                          

 The Lok Sabha rejected by voice vote, on March 
11, a resolution under Article 94(C) of the Constitution for 
the removal of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla from office, but 
only after a hostile debate on the functioning of the House 
deepened the wedge between the government and the 
Opposition. 

          11                           94(  )    त त 

                                                   

                    ,       इ                             

त                 औ                        औ          

      

 In principle, Parliament is the foundation of 
representative democracy, and its routine functions act as 
an instrument that holds the cabinet accountable. 

     तत                                     औ  इ    

     त                                                    

       त      

 As a forum for government-Opposition interaction, 
it is meant to operate in a structured, methodical way. 

      औ                                    इ           

       औ                             

 Single-party dominance has eroded all these 
formal and informal functions of legislatures at all levels, 
and the Lok Sabha, sadly, has become a platform for 
political partisanship. 

                                         औ       औ  

                                   औ                  

                                   

 In recent years, the chairs of the Lok Sabha and 
the Rajya Sabha have been dragged into political conflict. 

                     औ                               

                                

 In 2024, there was an Opposition resolution to 
remove Jagdeep Dhankhar as Rajya Sabha Chairman. 

2024                                                

                          

 Though the resolution did not pass, he resigned as 
Vice-President for unexplained reasons. 

                    त        ,                            

                               

 The Opposition has raised concerns over the Lok 
Sabha‟s functioning, but what precipitated their protest into a formal resolution for Mr. 
Birla‟s removal was, possibly, his statement that he had confidential knowledge that 
Congress women MPs might act against Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the House 
floor. 

                                    त   त     ,                                       

   औ                                 त                                              
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 Opposition MPs are routinely denied the opportunity to raise substantive issues, though 
the government cites statistics in its rebuttal. 

                      त                                              त ,                    

        आ                 त      

 The Speaker had disallowed Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi from quoting former 
Army Chief M.M. Naravane‟s unpublished memoir, which discusses Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi‟s role in the 2020 military standoff with China. 

                                                    .  .                           

                  त        ,       2020                                                   

                         

 The microphones of Opposition MPs are frequently switched off during debates. 

                                                               

 The Opposition has pointed out that in February, Mr. Gandhi was interrupted 20 times 
while speaking during the Motion of Thanks to the President‟s Address and also blocked 
from raising the Gautam Adani investigation issue in the U.S. and the EU-U.S. trade deal. 

         त                                                                           त  

    20              औ                                 औ             -              

                                     

 The government argued that the Opposition was given 56% of Zero Hour time, and that 
NDA MPs, despite their majority, received 321 supplementary questions against the 
Opposition‟s 364 during his tenure. 

         त                             56%             , औ     त                

                                 321                           364  

 Home Minister Amit Shah said that the House‟s productivity during Mr. Birla‟s tenure 
had been high and that it had debated in 14 regional languages. 

                                                                         औ  इ    

14                         

 Mr. Shah also cornered Mr. Gandhi for being frequently absent from the House. 

                                                                  

 The resolution and the debate manifested a deeply fractured polity in need of urgent 
corrective measures. 

        औ                                               त               

                       त      

 The ruling majority and the Opposition must rise above partisanship and restore the 
majesty of Parliament. 

           औ                          ऊ                                 त      

       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
1

 

 
 
16Mar. On the right to die with dignity 

                               

 On an evening in 2013, 20-year-old Harish Rana fell from the fourth floor of his PG 
accommodation and sustained critical injuries. 

2013           20                          आ                            औ            
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 His condition confined him to a bed while tubes kept him on life support. 

        त                                     औ                                    

        

 Owing to his Persistent Vegetative State (PVS), he responded to no stimuli around him 
and was largely nursed by his parents, with frequent visits to the hospital. 

                                 आ                                               

औ                                 -               त    ,                    -         

     त      

 Mr. Rana’s closest friends and family, who fondly describe him as energetic and exuberant, 
were faced with the agonising pain of witnessing his stasis. 

               त      औ        ,        ऊ       औ         त त    ,                  

                                        

 His parents, along with the doctors, devoted 13 years in tending to Mr. Rana, but no 
improvement was seen. 

       त -  त                                              13            ,                 

      आ  

 Confronted with such despairing circumstances, the parents moved the Supreme Court to 
withdraw life support, so that nature can be allowed to take its course. 

                                    त       त -  त                           त    

                          औ                                         

 What followed was a pivotal discourse on the import of life under Article 21 of our 
Constitution. 

इ                          21                                               

A respectable death 

             

 The Constitution’s tryst with „Right to Life with dignity‟ was first laid down in Gian Kaur vs 
State of Punjab (1996) where the Supreme Court held that „life‟ under Article 21 included 
the right to live with dignity. 

           „                           ‟                                            

(1996)        त   ,                                  21                                     

                    

 However, in Gian Kaur, the Court opined that Article 21 did not include the right to die. 

                                                 21                                  

 Fifteen years later, a similar case reached the Supreme Court when a young Aruna 
Shanbaug, owing to a brutal sexual assault, was left in PVS. 

            ,                                              ,                            

                             

 Pinki Virani, journalist and human-rights activist, petitioned the Supreme Court as 
Aruna‟s friend for withdrawal of her life support. 

      औ                                                                                

        औ                                  

 Although under its own circumstances, Virani‟s plea was rejected, it culminated in the 
crucial decision of Aruna R. Shanbaug vs Union of India (2011). 

              त                                               ,       इ         आ . 

                     (2011)                             

 The Supreme Court drew sustenance from foreign legal frameworks and recognised 
passive euthanasia in cases of patients with terminal illness and undergoing prolonged 
but ineffective treatment. 

                            ढ                 त                       औ                     

                                                          त      

 Guidelines were framed to bridge the legislative gap, until Parliament promulgated on 
the subject. 
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                                                ,    त                             

        

 Additionally, the Law Commission in 2006 and 2012, entered into an in-depth examination 
of the above-detailed issues and made extensive observations. 

इ      त         आ       2006 औ  2012    इ                         औ        

            त      

 It reported that withholding life support from terminally ill patients should not attract 
criminal liability if done in pursuance of the “best interest of the patient.” 

                                                              आ                  

          ,                                       

 The watershed moment on the subject was the 2018 Constitution Bench‟s decision in 
Common Cause vs Union of India. 

इ                      2018                                                           

 Armed with developing jurisprudence, the Supreme Court unequivocally recognised and 
permitted the withdrawal or withholding of medical treatment to fall within Article 21. 

     त   त                                                                      

                        21      त  त    त      

 The right of refusal of medical treatment was held to be a manifestation of dignity 
intersecting with privacy, autonomy, and self-determination. 

                                               ,      ,        औ  आ          

                      

 This judgment provided extensive guidelines and underwent certain modifications in a 
similarly titled 2023 decision. 

इ                                  औ         2023                             इ        

               

 These are now cumulatively referred to as the „Common Cause guidelines‟, which rest on 
two core principles. 

   इ                 „                  ‟       त    ,                            त     

 First, that the intervention in question must qualify as “medical treatment”. 

    ,       त       “              ”                        

 Second, that its withdrawal must be strictly in the patient‟s “best interest.” 

     , इ                       त           “         ”                

 The Supreme Court embedded various safeguards to prevent misuse and a detailed 
procedure involving opinions of primary and secondary Medical Boards prior to 
undertaking such decisions. 

                                                        औ                             त 

                                         औ                                       

 The legislative void was once again highlighted by the Court and one Judge expressed the 
“pious hope” for legislative intervention. 

                                            त      औ                                

“     आ  ”        

 This hope still lingers. 

   आ                     

Case evaluation 

                 

 The Harish Rana chronicle has now reached its end with the intervention by the Supreme 
Court. 

                                                        त त              

 Speaking through two judges, who authored separate but concurring judgments, the 
Court allowed the withdrawal of life support from Mr. Rana under the Common Cause 
guidelines. 

                   -                              त                             त त 

                                       त     
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 Since he relied on Clinically Assisted Nutrition and Hydration (CANH), the first question 
which required consideration was whether CANH qualified as „medical treatment.‟ 

                                             (CANH)            , इ                      

   CANH    „             ‟                  

 To answer this, the Court noted that the administration of CANH requires careful and 
experienced medical supervision. 

इ                                CANH                          औ                  

        आ             

 Since such skills are only available by drawing upon medical knowledge, and owing to its 
continuous periodic evaluation, emergency medical management and supervision, it 
was held to be „medical treatment.‟ 

                            ,               , आ                        औ  

                त   त    , इ     इ   „             ‟           

 The second question was whether the withdrawal of CANH from Mr. Rana was in his best 
interests. 

                                CANH                             

 It held that „best interests‟ must be envisaged from the lens of the stakeholders, who are 
the next of kin and medical boards. 

                 „         ‟    आ                                          ,       

      औ                        

 It was rightly opined that a doctor‟s duty to perform treatment continues till it is capable 
of “conferring some therapeutic benefit.” 

                                                                                  

“               ”                      

 When recovery is impossible, the continuation of treatment merely prolongs biological 
existence without any benefits. 

                   , त                                              औ           

                      

 It led to the sole conclusion — withdrawal of treatment, which was noted to be in Mr. 
Rana‟s best interests. 

इ                      —                   ,                                      

A definitive end 

             

 ―For in that sleep of death what dreams may come, when we have shuffled off this mortal 
coil, must give us pause.‖ 

―                                   आ    ,                              ,              

                       ‖ 

 Through his prose, the Bard cautioned that hesitation about death stems from the 
uncertainty of what comes after. 

                                    त                                          आ        

                         

 However, what is definitive is that the ones who pass on tend to live through us. 

                                                   ,                                    

 Harish Rana will soon die. 

                                    

 Yet, his contributions will forever be etched in history and in our constitutional 
jurisprudence. 

                          औ                                               

 And so, the advancement of constitutional morality is not only circumscribed to legislative 
actions which reach the country at large. 

इ                                                                                      
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 It is also through addressing uncomfortable issues that advance the cause for humanity, 
even if they concern just an indiscernible minority. 

                                                             आ           ,                

        औ                             त      

 

GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar UPSC‟s new rule: SC nod must for delay in choosing State DGPs 

 UPSC            :     DGP                       SC                
 

16Mar. UPSC‟s new rule: SC 
nod must for delay in 
choosing State DGPs 

 UPSC            :     

DGP                       SC 

               

 The Attorney-General says 
that there is no provision for UPSC 
to condone such inordinate delay 
and proceed as if no irregularity 
had occurred. 

      -               UPSC    

                               

औ                                  

                                  

 The Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) has revised 
the rules for the empanelment of 
State Director-General of Police 
and Head of Police Force. 

              आ    (UPSC)        

                औ           

                                     

         

 The State governments will 
now have to get the consent of the 
Supreme Court for any delay in 
submitting the list of DGP-rank 
officers to the UPSC for 
empanelment. 

                   UPSC         

       DGP                        

                                        

                     

 While disposing of an 
interlocutory application moved by 
the Union Home Ministry, the 
Supreme Court had ruled that 
States should send their proposals 
in anticipation of the vacancies to the 
UPSC well in time. 
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                                   आ                  त                                      

                         त           त  UPSC                      

 At least three months prior to the date of retirement of the incumbent on the post of DGP. 

         DGP            त                           त                                   

            

 It also ordered that ―none of the States shall ever conceive of the idea of appointing any 
person on the post of Director-General of Police on acting basis. 

     त                                           आ                                  

                   

 For there is no concept of acting Director-General of Police as per the decision in Prakash 
Singh‟s case‖. 

                                                                                       

    

 With many States delaying the process of sending proposals for shortlisting the names of 
three DGPs to the top post for various reasons. 

                                   DGP                                                       

 And some appointing Acting DGPs, the UPSC sought legal opinion in the matter. 

 औ                          DGP                   UPSC    इ                             

 The UPSC said ―it is observed that many States have been submitting the proposals for 
convening the Empanelment Committee Meeting in violation of the Supreme Court 
directions‖. 

 UPSC       , ―                                                                          

                      त                ‖ 

 Attorney-General R. Venkataramani opined that the delay by the State government in 
forwarding names for empanelment was ―excessive‖. 

      -     आ .                                                                     

―     ‖     

 ―On examining the applicable rules and precedents, I find no provision empowering the 
UPSC to condone such inordinate delay. 

           , ―            औ                                                                  

UPSC                                           त      

 And then proceed as though no irregularity had occurred, ultimately recommending a panel 
of DGP,‖ he said. 

 औ                                                औ    तत  DGP                 ‖ 

 The State government should have first come to the Supreme Court in case of any 
difficulty. 

                      त                                                      

 The more appropriate course, therefore, would be to require the State to seek leave or 
clarification from the Supreme Court, he noted. 

 इ                त                                                          ,        

     

 Amending its earlier orders, the UPSC said the States shall seek leave or clarification from 
the Supreme Court for delayed submission. 

                                 त     UPSC                                                   

                                          

 Except death, resignation or premature relieving of DGP in accordance with the top court 
judgment. 

         DGP        ,                                               त                  
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GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar India-EU ties in focus as Jaishankar visits Brussels 

                                   -EU                 

16Mar Trump‟s tenure sees highest external attacks in a decade 

                                                 

16Mar Double standard in treating Iran, Israel may push countries to pursue 
nukes 

      औ                                                               

                   
 

 

16Mar. India-EU ties in focus as Jaishankar visits Brussels 

                                   -EU                 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Sunday kickstarted a 
two-day visit to Brussels for talks with his counterparts from member states 
of European Union. 

              .                                                   ,         

            (EU)                                      त  त        

 It is the first high-level visit from India to Brussels-headquartered 
EU after the two sides firmed up a landmark Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in 
January. 

                                                               ,          

                   त                       (FTA) त           

 The External Affairs Ministry said Mr. Jaishankar is travelling to the 
capital of Belgium at the invitation of EU High Representative and Vice-
President Kaja Kallas. 

                                                            EU       

        औ                                           

 To interact with Foreign Ministers of the 27 member states of the 
bloc at its Foreign Affairs Council Meeting. 

 त       27                                                                   

  त  त         

 ―During the visit, the External Affairs Minister will also hold meetings 
with the leadership of the European Union. 

 ―इ                                                                      

 And his counterparts from Belgium and other EU member states,‖ 
the Ministry said. 

 औ         त      EU                                      ,‖           

     

 ―The visit of the External Affairs Minister coming soon after the 
historic 16th India-EU summit is expected to further deepen India‟s strategic 
partnership with the European Union,‖ it said. 

 ―  त      16       -EU               त   त                           

                                               औ                      ,‖ 

          

 As the visit is taking place amid the Iran-U.S. conflict, the two sides 
might deliberate on the flow of energy. 

                   -                              , इ              ऊ    आ         

                      त      
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16Mar. Trump‟s tenure sees highest external attacks in a decade 

                                                 

 When U.S. President Donald Trump came into power for the second time in January last 
year, he claimed that his proudest legacy would be that of a “peacemaker and unifier.” 

                                                                  आ , त                      

                   त    “         औ         ”          

 In the initial months after his inauguration, Mr. Trump also openly lobbied for winning the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

              आ                                                                        

 Yet, contrary to his words, the legacy of Mr. Trump during his second tenure has seen an 
explosion in hostile actions, euphemistically termed „coercive diplomacy‟ and the 
„Donroe Doctrine‟, besides military operations that have exacerbated conflicts across 
the world. 

                        त                                                                      

       ,      „               ‟ औ  „            ‟                ,                        

                      औ         

Increase in attacks 
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 Data maintained by the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) show 
that Trump‟s second tenure has seen the highest number of external interventions by 
U.S. forces and resultant casualties in the last 15 years. 

आ                                                                                         

15                                                  औ                                

    

 An analysis of external interventions by the U.S. shows that the first year of Trump‟s 
second term saw at least 663 military intervention events including air strikes, attacks, 
and disruptions by weapons use in other sovereign nations. 

                                           त    त                                             

663                            ,                , आ    औ                       

                

 In 2025 alone, the U.S.‟s external attacks surged by almost 50% compared to 2024. 

     2025      ,                           2024                  50%             

 This number is even higher than the interventions recorded during Trump‟s first 
presidential term between 2017 and 2021. 

        2017–2021                                                                   

 While the final year of Joe Biden‟s administration also saw a high number of 
interventions with 453 events, the numbers surged further under Trump, contradicting his 
promise of ending foreign wars. 

                                           453                        ,               

                   औ       ,                                                         

 Data show that between 2011 and 2014, the highest share of U.S. involvement was seen 
in South Asia, particularly in Pakistan. 

       त त        2011    2014                                                  , 

                             

 However, in the last five years, the U.S.‟s involvement increased dramatically in West 
Asia and eastern Africa, especially in Yemen and Somalia. 

                                              औ            ,             औ           

                        

 Yemen accounted for almost 60% of the U.S.‟s external attacks in the last 10 years, 
resulting in more than 1,400 fatalities. 

             10                                    60%   ,       1,400               

           

 While the U.S. began its attacks on Yemen in 2002, following the 9/11 attacks, the 
interventions increased after the collapse of the Yemeni government in early 2015. 

                   2002    9/11                                 ,       2015       आ     

                               औ         

 In 2025, President Donald Trump initiated significant military strikes on the Houthis, 
marking the largest U.S. operation in the region since he took office. 

2025                                                               ,                 

                                                            

 The U.S. vowed to continue these attacks as long as the Houthis attacked shipping 
lanes in the Red Sea. 

                          त                                               , त  त         

                 

 The situation was more dire in Somalia, which accounted for close to 30% of the U.S.‟s 
external attacks. 

   त             औ               ,                      30%                

 Since 2015, the U.S.‟s engagements in Somalia have resulted in more than 4,000 
fatalities. 

2015   ,                                   4,000                                  

U.S. Military Interventions and Donald Trump‟s Second Term 
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 In 2020, during his first administration, Donald Trump ordered the Pentagon to withdraw 
most U.S. troops from Somalia, where they were deployed in an extended fight against al-
Shabab, an al-Qaeda affiliate. 

2020   ,                                                                                

                                      ,           -    ,      -                      ,    

                          त   त     

 Joe Biden, who took office after Trump, reversed this order in 2022. 

         ,                              ,    2022       आ                 

 However, the current administration under Trump has shown no indication of reverting 
to the earlier withdrawal order. 

                                                      आ                                   

         

 The U.S. forces have engaged in more than 150 attacks in Somalia since 2025, almost 
half the total number of attacks carried out during Trump‟s entire first term. 

2025                                        150                 ,                      

                                आ                

 In his inaugural speech last year, Trump said: “We will measure our success not only 
by the battles we win but also by the wars that we end and perhaps most importantly, 
the wars we never get into.” 

                                             : “                                      

                                 औ                                                  

                  ” 

Bloody regime 

             

 Trump has contradicted himself by getting the U.S. involved in Israel‟s wars with Iran. 

                                                                                            

 Even Trump himself appears unsure about how these hostilities will end. 

     त                                                               

 An analysis by the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) pointed out that 
although the recent U.S. military presence in West Asia is the highest since the 2003 
invasion of Iraq, it is still insufficient in size and capability for major combat or regime 
change. 

                                                                                      

           2003         आ                       ,                                  

                      

 Last August, while claiming credit for defusing India-Pakistan tensions, Trump said: “I 
love saving lives… when you save lives, you really end up having a peaceful world.” 

                 -                                                   : “                  

             …    आ                                                  ” 

 However, data contradict these claims. 

        आ                               

 The first year of Trump‟s second term has left the U.S. with more blood on its hands 
than any other President‟s term in the last 15 years. 

                                        15                                               

                           

 Last year was the most severe in terms of fatalities, with at least 1,000 people killed by 
U.S.-led forces. 

            त                             ,                                               

1,000                  

 This number is significantly higher than the fatalities recorded in the previous four 
years. 
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 The U.S.‟s joint attacks with Israel also caused severe human losses, with thousands of 
casualties reported. 

        औ                                                ,                             

                   

Domestic sensibilities 

                

 Trump‟s idea of peace is unpopular even among Americans. 

                                                              

 A Reuters poll found that more than 40% of Americans disapproved of Trump‟s attack 
on Iran. 

                               40%                                                   

 A similar reaction was seen earlier this year when U.S. forces invaded Venezuela, the most 
dramatic U.S. intervention in Latin America since the 1989 Panama invasion. 

इ             त     इ                                                             ,    

1989          आ                                                       

 In that operation, nearly 200 American troops entered Caracas. 

                  200                                   

 Earlier this year, Trump said in an interview with The New York Times that his morality was 
the only limit to his power, and only his own mind could stop him from exercising it. 

इ             त                                                                

                          , औ                                                    

         

 With data contradicting many of his statements, this might be the one statement that still 
rings true. 

     आ                                   ,                                     
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16Mar. Double standard in treating Iran, Israel may push countries to pursue 
nukes 

      औ                                                                     

             

 Iran which never had a nuclear weapon but only an enrichment programme is being 
hounded, while Israel which is believed to have a significant nuclear arsenal does not even 
face scrutiny. 

     ,                                                               ,                   

      ,            ,                                           त        त    ,              

त               त   

 Such an approach and a diminishing trust in U.S. guarantees of protection have made 
countries rethink. 

            औ                               त                                             

        

 On March 2, two days after Israel and the U.S. attacked Iran, triggering a war in West 
Asia, French President Emmanuel Macron announced the expansion of France‟s nuclear 
arsenal. 
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 2        ,           औ                               औ                          , 

                                                                                         

    

 While the two events are not directly related, the two are part of the same phenomenon. 

                              त                  ,                                  

 In today’s world, marked by conflicts and weakening of international law, nuclear weapons 
look more attractive than ever as a means of deterrence. 

             ,          औ          त                          त   ,                    

       (      )                                             त      

 Yet, there is an underlying double standard in how different countries are treated under the 
global nuclear order. 

                                                                  आ                    

    

 In June 2025, Israel launched massive attacks on the heart of Iran‟s nuclear and military 
structure, killing key officers and scientists. 

     2025                             औ                                    औ       

           औ                         

 Claiming it to be a necessary step before its adversary got any closer to building an atomic 
weapon. 

           त                                    त                                      

        

 Iran has always maintained that its nuclear programme is for peaceful purposes. 

              त                                                           

 Several of Iran‟s top political, spiritual, military leaders and scientists were targeted by 
Israel. 

                         , आ     ,          औ                                      

 Both in the June 2025 conflict and the February-March 2026 war. 

        2025          औ       -     2026                     

 Yet, on the other hand, Israel, which possesses nuclear weapons, faces no inspections, 
sanctions or international pressure. 

                ,                           ,           ,                              

                  त   

 While countries like Iran, which are considered adversaries of the West, face sanctions 
and attacks despite signing nuclear treaties. 

                   ,                             त    ,                                 

              औ                   त      

 U.S. allies such as Israel are well protected despite not being party to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

                                              (NPT)                               त   त  

    

 And not accepting International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards on its principal 
nuclear activities. 

 औ                                                  ऊ          (IAEA)               

             त   

 While the stated objective of these strikes was to prevent Iran from creating nuclear 
weapons. 

 इ               त                                               

 It raises a bigger question about how the global nuclear order functions. 

                  त                                     त      

 And whether its rules apply evenly to all countries. 

 औ     इ                                               

Global nuclear order 
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 The modern global nuclear order is governed by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

                                               (NPT)            त        त      

 Which came into being in 1970. 

    1970                

 The main aim of this treaty was to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons while promoting 
peaceful use of nuclear energy. 

 इ                                                    औ         ऊ                       

                  

 This created a system under which five countries are recognised as nuclear-weapon 
states. 

 इ                                                                       त        

 While the other signatories agree not to pursue nuclear weapon technology. 

                                                                त   त      

 In exchange for access to peaceful nuclear technology and a commitment by nuclear 
countries to work towards complete nuclear disarmament. 

 इ                                               त     औ                              

                              त      

 The five countries are the U.S., Russia, China, Britain and France. 

                —        ,   ,    ,       औ        

 Including these, a total of 191 countries are signatories. 

 इ               191     इ                  

 Among the 191 countries is Iran, while Israel has not signed the NPT. 

 इ  191                       ,                NPT                       

 Maintaining its long-standing policy of nuclear ambiguity. 

 औ                                                

 As per the treaty, Iran is allowed to pursue civilian nuclear technology under monitoring of 
IAEA. 

                        IAEA                                        त              त     

 The Vienna-based IAEA conducts inspections, analysing samples and monitoring 
cameras at over 900 sites worldwide. 

           IAEA              900                       ,                  औ            

          त      

 To detect diversion. 

 त                     त                

 However, the system is known for its long standing inconsistencies. 

                                                      त      

 Over the years, many countries have developed nuclear weapons outside the treaty 
framework. 

                             ढ                                त         

 Iran‟s nuclear programme is what experts have called a “threshold” nuclear strategy. 

                                               “      ”                   

 Officially, Iran‟s government maintains that it is not seeking to acquire a nuclear weapon. 

          त                      त                                            त   

 And that Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei issued a fatwa against acquiring one. 

 औ                                    इ                                        

 Yet, Iran has developed a stockpile of highly enriched uranium. 

                                                  त             

 According to several analysts, Iran was seeking to use its status as a “threshold state” in 
negotiations. 

                              त  त         “          ”       त                 त      

 Without incurring the diplomatic costs of actually making nuclear weapons. 

                                                          

 Over the years, Iran‟s nuclear programme has led to various sanctions. 
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 Coupled with government mismanagement, it has led to economic crises in the country. 

 औ                              इ           आ                   

 Now in this recent crisis in Iran, two nuclear powers, the U.S. and Israel, are overwhelming 
the defences of a country. 

    इ                                      ,         औ        ,                    

               

 That clearly had a nuclear enrichment programme but never actually had a nuclear 
weapon. 

                                                                             

 Over the years, Israel has remained ambiguous about possession of nuclear weapons. 

                                                                     

 Experts believe Israel has a significant nuclear arsenal. 

        ञ    त                                                

 The Centre for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation states that Israel possesses about 90 
plutonium-based nuclear warheads. 

          आ                 -                                       90          

आ                        

 And has produced enough plutonium for 100-200 weapons. 

 औ       100-200                                त              

 Despite this, unlike Iran, Israel is not subject to international inspections of its nuclear 
programme. 

 इ                        त                                                     त   

 Nor is it a signatory to the 1970 treaty. 

 औ          1970                  त       

New nuclear era 

                

 These developments are coming at a time when the international architecture of arms 
control is in a state of disarray. 

                                                                              त        

 Several Cold War treaties between Russia and the U.S. have ceased to be in force. 

    औ                                                        

 The expiration of New START is a sign of the world entering a new nuclear age. 

    START                                                     त     

 Where the numbers of nuclear weapons are rising. 

                                         

 As are the threats of their use. 

 औ                                  

 At the same time, China is expanding its nuclear arsenal rapidly. 

            त                                              

 And Russia is raising the spectre of nuclear war in Ukraine. 

 औ                                   त          

 The ongoing conflict in West Asia may influence other countries’ approach to nuclear 
deterrence. 

                                                                        त      त      

 The perception of double standards may further complicate efforts to control nuclear 
proliferation. 

                                                                औ             त      

 From the battlefields of West Asia to the strategic think tanks of Europe and East Asia, 
nuclear weapons are again central to global security calculations. 

                                      औ                                   त ,        

                                               

 The challenge for the global community will be whether it can recover the credibility of the 
global non-proliferation regime. 
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                         त                                              त          

    त      त      

 Before the next wave of proliferation sets in. 

 इ                                                

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar Oil prices reflect geopolitical risks, not only supply 

                  आ                    -                                 

16Mar Why is the U.S. investigating India? 

                                   ? 
 

 
 

16Mar. Oil prices reflect geopolitical risks, not only supply 

                  आ                    -                                 
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 In the aftermath of the war in West Asia, crude oil prices surged to as high as $118 a 
barrel last week. 

                                                     118               त            

 Alongside rising tensions, this situation has been building for over two months. 

                       त                      त             

 Since mid-December 2025, when Brent crude stood at $57.56, prices have surged by more 
than 100%. 

       2025                               त 57.56        , त        त      100%         

               

 They have, however, come down since then but remain in three digits, with no immediate 
sign of easing. 

        इ           त                      ,                                        औ       

                           

 Historically, geopolitical shocks follow a predictable pattern. 

इ त                                                     त      

 There is an immediate market overreaction that is followed by gradual stabilisation as 
trade routes adjust. 

                                त    ,                                            -     

       त      

 However, the global oil market is once again operating under a profound geopolitical 
shadow. 

                                                           त त                

What has changed in the development now 

                         

 The developments in West Asia, intensifying strategic rivalries among major powers, and 
persistent conflict-driven uncertainty have brought geopolitics back to the centre of the 
energy discourse. 

                    ,                                      , औ     त       

                      ऊ                                                            

 Yet, the nature of this influence has shifted. 

       इ              त            

 Unlike previously, where regional conflicts rarely removed Gulf barrels from the global 
pool, the current disruptions have created tangible barriers to supply, fundamentally 
altering the costs, confidence, and conditions of the oil trade. 

                                                           आ                 ,       त     

           आ                                        ,                        ,       औ  

                                

 For major importing economies such as India, this shift has significant implications. 

               आ                         त                  त      

 Oil security is no longer just about physical access. 

ऊ                               त      त              

 It is also defined by exposure to the financial, logistical, and political uncertainties 
surrounding every shipment. 

                          ,         औ                                   त   त      

 The vulnerability of global maritime arteries is stark. 

                                                 त      

 Around a fifth of global oil consumption is transported through the Strait of Hormuz, and 
roughly a tenth of seaborne crude passes through the Bab el-Mandeb and Suez corridor. 

                                                              त     औ             

                         -  -      औ                  त      

 The ongoing conflict involving Israel and Iran has effectively sidelined 20% of global 
supplies, even in the absence of planned production cuts. 
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       औ                                            आ         20%              त    

       ,                                             

 The market has reacted sharply to these signals. 

इ      त                                   

 Over the past year, Brent crude has frequently fluctuated by 5%-10% within days of 
military or diplomatic developments, regardless of actual production volumes. 

                                  त                                              5%-10% 

       -       त        ,                                 

 Currently, however, the impact on physical supply is so drastic that prices continue to 
climb without a visible peak. 

 त              आ              इत                                                         

        

 Tensions do more than just inflate the price of a barrel. 

                                                त      

 They make maritime routes insecure. 

                               त      

 Chokepoints remain vital arteries of trade, but their significance today lies in making global 
systems vulnerable. 

                                                   ,                              

                          

 Even limited disruptions or attacks on commercial shipping can alter vessel routing and 
raise freight costs. 

     त                                                                          औ  

    ढ                       

 These drive up freight rates; the world has seen daily rates for supertankers more than 
double, affect shipping insurance premiums, and tighten vessel availability. 

इ        ढ                   ;                                                                   

  ,                             त     औ                                  

 Major container carriers have implemented emergency conflict surcharges or war risk 
surcharges. 

                               आ                                                      

    

 These escalations ripple through the supply chain. 

                आ                               

It is about politics 

                       आ    

 Furthermore, oil has been transformed from a mere commodity into a political instrument. 

इ      त                                                         

 The redirection of Russian crude following the Ukraine conflict illustrates this dynamic. 

                                                        त      त      

 Although Russia maintained export volumes by pivoting to Asian markets, the shift 
introduced longer shipping routes, complex payment arrangements, and evolving 
compliance frameworks. 

                                                               ,       इ                

          ,                    औ                      ढ               

 What appeared stable in volume was highly volatile in operational and financial terms. 

                             त    ,           औ                              

 For importing countries, this creates a dual exposure. 

आ                                 त                          त      

 Price volatility is no longer driven solely by the supply-demand balance but by changes in 
geopolitical sentiment. 

                        औ  आ                                                           

        त   त      
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 Markets respond to diplomatic signals, military developments and regulatory 
announcements with a speed that often exceeds the pace of actual trade flows. 

                      ,            औ                      इत   त         त       त     

                                 त       त     त      

 This weakens the historical relationship between production levels and consumer 
prices. 

इ             औ                                                 त      

 The growing role of financial markets amplifies geopolitical sentiment, as oil is traded not 
only as a physical commodity but also as a financial asset through futures, options, and 
derivatives. 

                   त                               औ     त    ,       त                 

                                    ,      औ                                           

  त      

 During periods of stress, investors use oil as both an inflation hedge and a risk-sensitive 
instrument. 

                       त                       औ       -                              

        त      

 This explains why speculative positions often expand even when physical inventories are 
comfortable — prices reflect expectations and portfolio behaviour rather than immediate 
scarcity. 

       त                             त    ,                              —          त  

                         औ                                   त      

 Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) have also evolved. 

                        (SPRs)         त        

 Originally intended to address physical supply interruptions, they are now deployed to 
counter psychological volatility in the market. 

          इ         आ                                              ,          इ            

                           त                             त      

 For instance, G-7 leaders have announced the release of 400 million barrels of oil in 
response to the war in West Asia. 

                -7                                                 400                      

                     

 This is said to be about 20 days of the usual oil traffic through the Strait of Hormuz. 

                                                        20                 त            

 The goal is to stabilise market sentiment as much as it is to provide physical barrels. 

इ                                                                                 

 The news of these discussions recently prompted a sell-off, easing Brent and West Texas 
Intermediate gains to some extent. 

इ                                       ,           औ                             त      

               त            

 Major powers shape this environment in different ways. 

          इ    त                                        

 The United States, now one of the world‟s largest producers of petroleum products, 
influences markets through its strategic stock policies and diplomatic engagement with 
producers. 

                 ,                                                       ,              

              औ                                                             त   त      

 Meanwhile, Asia has become the primary centre of demand growth, accounting for the 
majority of incremental oil consumption over the past decade. 

इ                                            औ                                       

                                

 Producer coordination through organisations such as the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries continues to influence supply management. 

                                                                                    आ      

              त   त      
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 However, its impact now interacts with geopolitical risk premia embedded in prices. 

           इ                                                                    त  

    

The continuing relevance of oil 

                        

 The energy transition adds another layer of complexity. 

ऊ             औ                   त      

 While renewable energy and electric mobility are expanding, oil remains central to the 
transport, aviation and petrochemicals sectors/industries. 

                 ऊ    औ                                     ,                  ,        

औ                                       आ     

 Global oil demand still exceeds 105 million barrels per day, and petrochemicals account 
for a rising share of incremental consumption. 

                         105                                औ                         

                                    

 This produces a segmented market: one part linked to declining fuel use, another tied to 
industrial growth. 

इ                     त    :                                         औ        औ      

               त     

 Thus, geopolitics continues to exert influence over a commodity whose strategic 
relevance is changing but not disappearing. 

इ                                         त                                        

                        

 For India, where oil demand is not expected to peak soon and is projected to drive much 
of global growth, this environment highlights the need for adaptability rather than alarm. 

           ,                                                         औ                     

                         ,          त                          आ             त      

 The ability to process diverse crude grades, source from multiple geographies and 
maintain strategic reserves provides buffers against instability. 

                                             ,                        आ               

औ                              त                           त      

 Equally crucial is building commercial and financial expertise to navigate complex trading 
arrangements. 

 त                                                              औ                 

                

 Energy policy, in this sense, must integrate diplomacy, maritime awareness and market 
analytics. 

इ         ऊ                   ,               औ                                  

    

 This evolving structure complicates the notion of energy security. 

        त   त         ऊ                        औ          त      

 It now requires resilience not only against supply disruptions but also against financial 
and logistical shocks. 

   इ             आ                                औ                           

                 

 Payment systems, shipping insurance, and contract enforcement have become integral 
to the energy security architecture. 

               ,             औ                  ऊ          ढ                           

 The broader lesson is that oil has entered a phase where risk is as significant as the 
resource itself. 

इ                                                                                      
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 Geopolitics will continue to influence oil prices by shaping perceptions of safety, reliability, 
and continuity, as well as affecting the physical flow of oil. 

               ,           औ                              त      त                     

        त                               त         

 Understanding this transformation is essential for managing a vulnerable world. 

इ                                                               

 Stability now depends on preserving predictable trade mechanisms and avoiding 
diplomatic ruptures that amplify uncertainty. 

         इ    त            त                                             औ           

                                        

 In the years ahead, the resilience of importing nations will depend both on the origin of 
their crude and on how effectively they manage the political and financial currents 
surrounding every barrel of oil. 

                आ                             इ    त                                     

   आ      औ                                    औ                              ढ      

                

 

DERIVATIVES 

 It is a financial instrument set between two parties having no value of its own but 

deriving their value from an underlying asset. The underlying asset could be stock, 
bonds, currency, commodities, interest rates, etc. 

 The various derivative instruments include- 

 1. future contracts- they put an obligation on the party to buy or sell the asset at a 
predetermined future date price and quantity. Futures are used for hedging the 
price movement of the underlying asset. 

 2. options contract- options are financial derivatives that give the buyers/ sellers the 
right but not the obligation to buy or sell the underlying asset at an agreed-upon 
price or date. 

 3. call option- an option to buy is a call option where the holder has the right but not 
the obligation to buy the underlying asset at the decided price  

 4. put option- a put option gives the right but not the obligation to sell at the decided 
price  

 If the option is exercisable on or before the expiry date it is called an American option 
and if it's exercisable only on the expiry date it is called a European option. 

 The price at which the option is to be exercised is called the strike price. 

 Both futures and options contracts can be settled by delivery of the underlying asset or 
cash. 

 

 

 

 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

 The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental 
organization that coordinates and unifies petroleum policies among member countries to 
ensure the stabilization of oil markets. 

 Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad, Iraq, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and 
Venezuela, OPEC aims to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers and a 
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regular supply for consumers. 

Objectives and Functions 

 Market Stabilization: OPEC seeks to stabilize oil markets by coordinating petroleum 
policies among member countries. 

 Price Regulation: By adjusting oil production levels, OPEC aims to maintain fair and stable 
prices for petroleum producers. 

 Supply Assurance: Ensures a regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations. 

 आ               :                                     आ            त   त      
 Economic Development: Aims to provide a steady income to member countries, facilitating 

their economic development. 

 आ          :                     आ                   ,            आ              

     

Membership 

       

Current Members (as of 2025): 

            (2025   ): 

 Algeria 
          
 Angola 
         
 Congo 
        
 Equatorial Guinea 
                 
 Gabon 
        
 Iran 
       
 Iraq 
       
 Kuwait 
        
 Libya 
         
 Nigeria 
            
 Saudi Arabia 
   ऊ       
 United Arab Emirates 
                   
 Venezuela 
           

Former Members 

          

   Indonesia (suspended membership in 2016) 

            (2016                 ) 
 Qatar (withdrew in 2019) 
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     (2019          आ) 
   Ecuador (withdrew in 2020) 

        (2020          आ) 

Global Oil Production and Reserves 

                 औ        

 In 2022, OPEC produced approximately 28.7 million barrels per day, accounting for 38% of 
the world's total oil production. 

 2022   , OPEC         28.7                    त                ,                     

   38%     
 As of the end of 2023, OPEC member countries held about 1,241 billion barrels of proven 

crude oil reserves, approximately 79% of the world's total reserves. 

 2023      त त , OPEC                       1,241                  त              ,    

                         79%     

Historical Impact 

               

 In the 1970s, OPEC's decision to restrict oil production led to a dramatic rise in oil prices, 
causing global economic disruptions. 

 1970          , OPEC                                                                     , 

            आ                  
 This period marked a significant shift in the control of oil resources from multinational 

corporations to oil-producing countries. 

 इ                                                                                       

                         
 Since the 1980s, OPEC's influence has been challenged by internal disagreements and 

competition from non-OPEC oil producers. 

 1980          , OPEC            आ              औ     -OPEC                           

                     
 Instances of member countries exceeding production quotas have occasionally 

undermined the organization's efforts to control oil prices. 

                                                    -                        OPEC    

                         

OPEC as a Cartel 

                   OPEC 

 Economists often describe OPEC as a cartel, as it involves collaboration among member 
countries to control oil production and influence prices. 

             OPEC                          त   त    ,                                 

                            औ                                  त      
 However, OPEC's actions are considered legal under international law due to the doctrine 

of state immunity, which protects sovereign nations from certain legal actions. 

        ,   त                 त त OPEC      त                   त                                

                                          इ                त      

Formation of OPEC+ 

 OPEC        

 In 2016, OPEC formed an alliance with 10 non-OPEC oil-producing countries, creating 
OPEC+. 

 2016   , OPEC    10    -OPEC                                       OPEC+              
 This collaboration aimed to exert greater control over the global oil market by coordinating 
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production levels beyond OPEC's membership. 

 इ                   OPEC       त                                            त   

                         त          

 Non-OPEC Members in OPEC+: 
 OPEC       -OPEC        : 
 Russia 

    
 Kazakhstan 
           
 Mexico 
         
 Oman 

     
 Azerbaijan 

         
 Malaysia 

         
 Bahrain 

       
 Brunei 

       
 South Sudan 
             
 Sudan 
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16Mar. Why is the U.S. investigating India? 

                                   ? 

 Over the last week, the U.S. government launched two investigations against India and 
several other countries to identify actions or policies that are “unreasonable or 
discriminatory and burden or restrict U.S. commerce.” 

                                    औ                                      , त       

 त                     -      त    “                        औ                       

                                 ” 

 These investigations may take a few months, but they could eventually lead to the re-
imposition of tariffs. 

इ                                ,         तत  इ                                        

    

 What is the current situation on tariffs? 

                          ? 

 The U.S. Supreme Court on February 20 ruled against the validity of President Donald 
Trump‟s use of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to impose 
reciprocal tariffs on America’s trade partners. 

20                                                                   आ         आ     

                           त त                             त                    

 For India, these reciprocal tariffs were 50% from August 2025 to February 6, 2026, after 
which Trump reduced them to 25%. 

                                   2025    6       2026    50%   ,                   

          25%          

 After the court‟s decision, Trump imposed a 10% tariff on imports from all countries for 
150 days under Section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974. 

                              1974                    122    त त              आ       150 

             10%              

 He also threatened to increase this tariff to 15%, although this has not yet been 
implemented. 

                15%                          ,                                        

 However, he stated that the U.S. would use other sections of the Trade Act to impose 
additional tariffs. 

                                                                                

         

What was the first investigation? 

                        ? 

 On March 11, the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) initiated investigations 
against 16 economies including India. 

11                                                    16                         

        

 The investigation aims to determine whether these economies are using excess 
manufacturing capacity to export goods to the U.S. in ways that harm American 
businesses. 

इ                   त                                                               

                         ,                                          

 The order for investigation was issued under Section 301(b) of the Trade Act. 

                             301(b)    त त                

 The economies named in the investigation include China, the European Union, Singapore, 
Switzerland, Norway, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand, Korea, Vietnam, 
Taiwan, Bangladesh, Mexico, Japan and India. 

इ                                ,            ,         ,          ,     ,           , 
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       ,         ,       ,       ,        ,       ,         ,       ,       औ       

          

 In India‟s case, the U.S. claimed that India had a bilateral trade surplus of $58 billion in 
2025. 

                ,                   2025                                               

58              

 However, Indian government data shows that the merchandise trade surplus was $42.2 
billion. 

                      आ                                 42.2              

 According to the U.S. order, India’s global goods trade surplus sectors include textiles, 
health, construction goods, and automotive goods. 

        आ                 त                                                ,    ,        

      औ                           

 The order also stated that the solar module sector has excess capacity, with India‟s 
module manufacturing nearly three times its domestic demand. 

                                                        ,                    

                                      

 It further alleged that India has created significant excess capacity in petrochemicals, 
steel and other industries. 

इ                                               ,      औ                        

                         

What is the second investigation about? 

                         ? 

 A day later, the USTR launched another investigation covering 60 countries including 
India. 

                 आ               60                   औ               

 This investigation examines whether these countries have taken “sufficient steps” to 
prohibit imports of goods produced with forced labour. 

इ                                 इ                                    आ                

                       

 It also examines how the failure to eliminate forced labour practices affects U.S. workers 
and businesses. 

                                                                         औ  

                                

 This investigation has also been initiated under Section 301(b) of the Trade Act of 1974. 

           1974                    301(b)    त त               

Why is Section 301(b) significant? 

     301(b)               ? 

 Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 is aimed at addressing unfair foreign practices 
affecting U.S. businesses. 

1974                    301                                                           

                                 

 According to the website of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), “Section 301 may be 
used to respond to unjustifiable, unreasonable, or discriminatory foreign government 
practices that burden or restrict U.S. commerce.” 

                                                   “     301                    

                                                                ,             

               औ                                           ” 

 According to trade and industry experts, this legal “response” provision provides a 
pathway for the Trump administration to impose tariffs again on imports from other 
countries once the 150-day window of the current 10% tariff expires. 
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      औ                                    “       ”                      150          

10%                                               आ                                  

              

 Pankaj Chadha, Chairman of the Engineering Exports Promotion Council of India, said 
that the impact on India‟s exports will be clear only after the investigation concludes. 

                                                                               

                                                      

 He added that the move appears aimed at imposing a new tariff once the 150-day period 
for the 10% global tariff expires. 

                         त  10%                150-                                 

                                     

How did the Indian government respond? 

                              ? 

 So far, the Indian government has not publicly responded to the investigations. 

   त                                                                    

 In contrast, the European Union has already reacted strongly. 

इ         त                इ                त               

 Olof Gill, spokesman for the European Commission, said that the EU will seek further 
clarity from the U.S. on how this Section 301 investigation interacts with the EU-U.S. 
agreement signed last year. 

        आ                                                                         

     301                         -                                       

 He added that the European Commission would respond firmly and proportionately to 
any breach of the joint commitments. 

                                                             आ       औ          

              

How have Indian industries responded? 

                               ? 

 Pankaj Chadha said that this development comes in addition to existing tariffs faced by 
sectors such as steel, aluminium, automobiles and auto components. 

                                  ,          ,           औ                       

                                 

 The U.S. has imposed a separate 50% tariff on imports of these goods, including those 
from India, and this continues even after the U.S. Supreme Court order. 

                       आ       50%                      ,               आ        

                , औ                           आ                       

 The Confederation of Indian Textile Industry (CITI) said that the developments have 
increased uncertainty in the textiles and apparel sector. 

                                इ                 औ                               

    

 The industry body noted that the sector is already under significant stress due to 
developments in West Asia and uncertainty regarding U.S. tariff policies. 

                                                         औ                           

                                       

 However, Ravi Sam, Vice Chairman of Texprocil, said that there is no need for panic, as 
the investigations will be long and drawn-out processes with no immediate impact. 

                                                      आ             ,               

                औ                             

 This view was also shared by trade expert and former Director General of Foreign Trade 
Ajay Srivastava. 

                    औ                                                     
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GS Paper III:  S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar Trisulphide metathesis: new avenues 

                   :         

16Mar Maps look blurry or difficult to navigate? 

                                                   ? 
 
 

16Mar. Trisulphide metathesis: 
new avenues 

                   :         

New way to swap sulphur-sulphur 
bonds discovered 

   -                          

               

 Researchers at Flinders 
University in Australia and their 
partners recently reported in Nature 
Chemistry a new way to swap sulphur-
sulphur bonds. 

                                

    त     औ                              

Nature Chemistry       -          

                          त     

 They found that organic 
trisulphides, which are molecules 
containing a chain of three sulphur 
atoms, undergo a spontaneous reaction 
called metathesis, where they trade 
parts with each other almost instantly. 

                               ,    

                                    

  त    ,     त                    

                 त    ,                     

  -                           आ   -              

 The ability has important applications. 

इ    त                         

 The researchers used it to modify a fragile anti-cancer drug called calicheamicin without 
damaging its complex structure. 

    त        इ                                       -                             

     त                   त                   

 They also used the reaction to create a new type of plastic. 

       इ                                                             

 Because the sulphur bonds can be broken as easily as they are formed, the resulting 
material is chemically fully recyclable. 

                      आ                          आ               , इ               

                                          त      

 As a result, manufacturers can build long polymer chains to create a solid plastic, then 
use the same reaction to unmake it back into its original starting materials. 

इ                   त                                                     , औ      

                          इ                                                 
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 The discovery is important because it happens at room temperature without any extra 
help. 

                                                                                त  

    

 Usually, breaking sulphur-sulphur bonds requires intense heat or light or strong 
catalysts. 

  त         -             त                   ,                            त  

  त      

 But the reaction only needed a specific type of solvent, such as dimethylformamide, which 
is already widely used in industry, to start the process. 

      इ                                                         ,      

                  ,        त    त    ,                                             

         

 The reaction is also fast, often requiring only seconds. 

                     औ                          त      

 The team also explained how this reaction works. 

                                                     

 While most sulphur reactions traditionally use unstable radicals or ions, it uses a 
temporary, high-energy molecular arrangement called a thiosulphoxide. 

                                  त                      आ              त    ,      

                            -ऊ    आ                     त      

 This „chemical pathway‟ allows the molecules to swap their parts quickly and precisely, 
producing only pure trisulphides without any side products or unwanted chemical 
mixtures. 

                               औ                          आ   -                  त 

  त    ,                                  औ                   -                 
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16Mar. Maps look blurry or difficult to navigate? 

                                                   ? 

 The experience of using Google Maps is different in certain locations. 

                                                          

 In several countries, users get turn-by-turn driving instructions and street-level views, 
while in other places the maps appear blurry and difficult to navigate. 

                  त           -   -                   औ      -           त    ,          

                                  औ                         

 A user’s Google Maps experience is often linked to national regulations that restrict 
satellite imaging and geographic surveys. 

      त                                                                              औ  

                                  

 This raises questions about security and transparency. 

इ          औ                             त      

Which countries resist being mapped, and why? 

   -                               औ     ? 

 Several countries with hostile relations with neighbours or militant groups resist detailed 
mapping on Google‟s navigation system. 
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                                                                    ,                          

                                  

 They fear that detailed satellite imagery could help in targeting critical infrastructure or 
planning attacks. 

            त                                                                        

                                     त      

 Countries such as India, Israel, and South Korea have gradually changed their stance on 
mapping over time. 

    ,        औ                                                                       

 These changes date back several decades. 

                                     

 In 2007, the BBC reported that India asked Google to reduce the detail in some Google 
Earth images for security reasons. 

2007                                                                                        

                   

 In 2016, India rejected Google‟s request to capture ground-level photographs for Street 
View. 

2016                               -                                                

         

Street View returned to India in 2022. 

        2022                        आ  

 In late 2025, Google announced that it was enhancing Maps using Gemini AI to provide 
personalised travel advice and answers to user queries. 

2025                                          आ                                    , 

                      औ                                        

 The company also said it had data for about 35 million places in India. 

          त                             3.5                        

 Israel is another country that presents a challenge for Google Maps users. 

                                                                                

 Many parts of Israel appear extremely blurry, with houses and structures out of focus. 

इ   इ                                     ,         औ                           

 Near Gaza, however, users can zoom in and clearly see the destruction caused by Israel‟s 
military operations, including the ruins of the Jabalia refugee camp market. 

                          त                                  ,                           

             ,                   त      

 The blurring of Israel on Google Maps was previously due to the Kyl-Bingaman 
Amendment, a U.S. law passed in 1997. 

            इ   इ                       -              ,    1997                       

  ,             

 This law limited the resolution of satellite images of Israel to 2 metres Ground Sampling 
Distance (GSD). 

इ           त त                                   2                             

                   

 Ground Sampling Distance (GSD) measures how on-screen pixels correspond to actual 
ground distance. 

                          त                                                              

    

 A higher GSD value produces a blurrier image because less detailed data is captured. 

   GSD                               ,                                     

 In July 2020, the U.S. Commerce Department acknowledged that higher-resolution 
images of Israel were already available through other sources. 

      2020                                                     -               
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 The government therefore reduced the restriction from 2.0 m GSD to 0.4 m GSD. 

इ                2.0      GSD          0.4      GSD              

 This allowed clearer satellite images of Israel. 

इ                                                     

 Amnon Harari, former head of space programmes at Israel‟s Defence Ministry, said it is 
“always preferable to be seen blurred rather than precisely.” 

                                                                          “              

                                              ” 

 Despite regulatory changes, many locations in Israel remain blurred on Google Maps, 
though they may appear clearer on other mapping platforms. 

                                                                                  ,      

                                       

 Some countries have blurred specific landmarks or sensitive sites, such as Interpol‟s 
headquarters in France, mainly for security reasons. 

                                                               ,                            , 

   त                   

 In contrast, large parts of central Greenland and Antarctica are also difficult to explore in 
detail on Google Maps due to climatic and environmental factors. 

इ         त        औ                                                                , 

                       औ                           

 South Korea, meanwhile, has pushed back against Google‟s requests for better map 
data. 

इ                                                                           

 In a translated statement from last year, Google noted that international tourists faced 
great inconvenience upon entering Korea because the directions function of Google 
Maps was not available there. 

                                                         आ                              

                    ,                            -                          

 Travellers instead rely on a local navigation platform called Naver. 

     इ                                                     त      

 However, Naver maps are restricted to showing South Korea, North Korea, and parts of 
neighbouring countries. 

                                 ,            औ                                        

             

 Google said it was requesting only “safe data”, or a “national basic map on a scale of 
1:5000.” 

                       “           ”,      1:5000                                                

 After years of dialogue and negotiations, Google claimed a major breakthrough. 

                 औ                                                        

 In late February, it was announced that Google would be allowed to export high-
precision map data to overseas servers. 

                                            -                                              

                                   

 Google’s Vice President Cris Turner said the company looked forward to launching a “fully 
functioning Google Maps in Korea.” 

                                       “                                          ”      

                

 However, the South Korean government expects Google to meet security conditions. 

                              त                                    

 These include blurring sensitive facilities and not revealing precise longitude and 
latitude coordinates for South Korean territory. 

इ   त                                       औ              -                           
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 Media reports suggested that the Trump administration had pushed for easing these 
restrictions. 

                                                                                  

How does greater mapping freedom affect Google and its users? 

                           औ                                ? 

 Google has explained that it uses photogrammetry techniques to create the satellite view 
in Google Maps. 

         त                                                                               

  त      

 This process combines satellite imagery from multiple external providers. 

इ                                                                        

 These providers include state agencies, geological survey organisations, and 
commercial imagery companies. 

इ    त                     ,                       औ                                 

  त      

 From Google’s perspective, better quality mapping data in frequently visited locations 
such as South Korea improves navigation safety and convenience. 

                                                                                       

औ                      

 Accurate satellite imagery also plays a major role in journalism and activism. 

                           औ                                                 

 For example, images of rubble in Gaza from various platforms were used to raise global 
awareness about Israel‟s bombing of civilian areas. 

                                                                                        

                                                

 Access to high-quality satellite imagery also helps detect falsified or manipulated 
images. 

                                                                                     

         

 For instance, a satellite image published by Tehran Times claimed to show a destroyed 
U.S. base in Qatar during the U.S.-Iran war, but researchers later proved it was an AI-
edited fake image. 

                                                              -                      

                                 ,           त               इ    आ                       

    त       

 Better satellite data also provides business advantages for Google. 

   त        इ                                                 

 If major cities and global hubs are mapped in detail, Google‟s parent company Alphabet 
could deploy Waymo robotaxis using its own navigation data. 

               औ                                     त    , त                                

                                              आ                           

 This would reduce dependence on third-party navigation technologies. 

इ                                                     

 However, some South Korean experts have raised antitrust concerns. 

                                                                      

 They warn that Google‟s increased access to Korean map data could weaken local 
companies like Naver. 

                                                                                    

                             

 As Google balances the navigation needs of billions of users with government security 
demands, the integrity of satellite imagery has become a major geopolitical issue. 

                                             औ                                        
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                        , त                                           -              
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An Amazonian turtle (Podocnemis expansa) at Jau 
National Park, located in the Anavilhanas 
archipelago in the Amazon rainforest, in Amazonas 
State of Brazil, on Saturday. 
Riverine communities and scientists have released 
around 1,500 turtles into the environment as part of 
a programme to assist the reproduction of the 
species. 
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16Mar. Ice patches on melting glaciers greater threat than thought: ISRO 
scientists 

                                                : ISRO         

 Researchers have found that the presence of exposed ice patches on the Srikanta Glacier 
immediately before the flood in Uttarakhand on August 5, 2025, was a signal of ongoing 
deglaciation and a direct indicator in the landscape of the likelihood of such floods. 

    त                5     2025                                                   

                                                 (deglaciation)        त    औ             

                            त      

Ice patches on melting glaciers greater threat than thought: ISRO scientists 

                   आ                            : ISRO         

 A new study by scientists from the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), published 
in NPJ Natural Hazards, examines the August 5, 2025 flash flood that destroyed Dharali 
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village in Uttarakhand and killed six people. 

   त     त                   (ISRO)                                       ,    NPJ Natural 

Hazards         त      , 5     2025                     त                      

                         औ                          

 It sheds light on how warming temperatures affect glaciers, especially exposed ice 
patches on retreating glaciers, and highlights the need to monitor glaciers using satellite 
images to provide early warnings of possible disasters. 

    त त                                                   ,                                

        आ      , औ        त                                                             

                           त             त      

 The study, titled „Ice-patch collapse and early-warning implications from a Himalayan 
flash flood: emerging cryo-hydrological hazards under deglaciation‟, concludes that the 
collapse of an ice patch on the glacier above Dharali is linked to deglaciation in the 
Himalaya. 
„Ice-patch collapse and early-warning implications from a Himalayan flash flood: 

emerging cryo-hydrological hazards under deglaciation‟            इ                

                          ऊ                 आ          ढ                        

(deglaciation)                

 The authors say the findings could help improve understanding of climate risk and disaster 
preparedness. 

                                           औ  आ                        त               

     त      

 The study shows that the flash flood was triggered by the collapse of an ice patch in the 
nivation area of the Srikanta glacier. 

         त    त                                           (nivation area)       आ   

       ढ               

 Nivation is defined as the erosion of the ground beneath and around a snow bank, 
primarily as a result of alternate freezing and thawing. 

       (Nivation)           ढ           औ  आ                                    त      

  त    ,       त     -         औ                            त      

 This can form a nivation hollow, which gradually becomes deeper when snow repeatedly 
accumulates in the same place. 

इ                   (nivation hollow)      त    ,        -            त    त              

          -                     

History of extreme events 

                     

 The study area lies in the upper Bhagirathi river basin in Uttarkashi district of 
Uttarakhand. 

                                      त ऊ                          त      

 It covers the ridge-to-valley system from the Srikanta glacier to Dharali village, located at 
a height of 2,650–2,700 m along the Bhagirathi river. 

                                     ridge-to-valley               त    ,            

              2,650–2,700                    त     

 The village lies downstream of the glacier-fed Khir Gad stream, which originates from the 
Srikanta glacier, flows through Dharali, and then joins the Bhagirathi river. 

                                (Khir Gad)                       त   ,                     

    त    ,                 त     औ                              त      

 The Khir Gad divides Dharali into right- and left-hand bank settlements, increasing its risk 
of flash floods. 

                      औ                                 त   त    ,                 

           त      

 The region has a documented history of extreme events, including the large landslides that 
brought down massive boulders during the June 2013 Himalayan floods. 
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इ                           इ त      ,           2013                                

              ,                                    

 The researchers used satellite observations, high-resolution topographic analysis, and 
visual records to reconstruct the sequence of events linking unstable glacier ice to the 
sudden flood. 

    त                       ,   -                        , औ               

                                    आ                                    

                 

 The findings expand the range of recognised glacier-related hazards in the Himalaya and 
identify exposed ice patches as an under-recognised risk from glacier melt. 

                                                                     त     औ       आ       

                                                त त      

 The Dharali event also shows how instability in the cryosphere can create hazards 
downstream in high-altitude regions. 

                     त                                                                

                  त      

 The study calls for closer monitoring of glaciers and argues that the focus should extend 
beyond glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs) to include smaller, often overlooked 
instabilities in the cryosphere. 

                                          त           त     औ  त     त                 

           आ           (GLOFs) त      त                                     औ  

                                            

 The exposure of ice patches in the Srikanta glacier before the flood represents a 
transitional state in the snow-ice regime. 

                                                         -                     

            त      

 ―Pre-event imagery during the ablation period revealed exposed ice patches on steep 
north- to northeast-facing slopes, indicating thinning seasonal snow and firn cover 
consistent with ongoing deglaciation,‖ the authors wrote in the paper. 

                                             -                        -           ढ    

         ढ                                   ,              औ                      

                 त     औ                                

 Such exposure indicates thinning seasonal snow and firn, which is ice that lies between 
snow and fully formed glacial ice. 

                         औ                                त    ,               औ       

                                त   त      

 It usually occurs when warmer conditions reduce the insulating snow layer that 
stabilises the ice beneath. 

        त  त    त                                                                 

                                               

 Ice patches covered by firn and seasonal snow are relatively resistant to short-term 
temperature changes whereas exposed ice is more likely to shift or loosen. 

          औ               ढ                     त                               

          त    ,                             ढ                                  

 Because exposed ice responds more quickly to temperature changes or heavy rainfall, 
it can melt, fragment or collapse more easily, releasing ice, meltwater, and debris that 
can trigger flash floods. 

                                                                               , इ     

        आ                    ,                ढ         ,          ,        आ      

औ           त                              त      

 Therefore, the study finds that the presence of exposed ice patches on the Srikanta 
Glacier immediately before the floods of August 5 was a signal of ongoing deglaciation 
and a direct indicator in the landscape that increased the likelihood of such floods. 

इ                         5                                                          
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                               त    औ    -                                        

                        

Satellite observations 

            

 Srikanta Glacier is a small- to medium-sized valley glacier with a height of 6,133 m, 
around 9.8 km upstream of Dharali. 

                             आ                                 6,133         औ     

              9.8      ऊ           त     

 The glacier has steep accumulation and ablation zones, seasonal snow cover, and 
extensive nivation areas. 

इ                     औ        ,                 , औ                         त      

 Mountaineering and expedition reports describe unstable ice surfaces, steep slopes, 
avalanche-prone terrain, and persistent nivation zones beneath the ridge below the 
Srikanta peak, the paper said. 

                         औ                                       ,     ढ    , 

                  , औ                                                             

             

 A key implication of the study is that it shows the value of pre-event satellite observations 
for early warning. 

                                         -                                             

           त      

 Satellite images showed exposed ice patches persisting in the nivation zone during the 
ablation period, when the glacier loses ice and snow. 

                                                                                ,    

          औ                  

 This indicated that the seasonal snow and firn cover had thinned. 

इ        त                   औ                                  

 Studies from other cold regions, including the Canadian Arctic and Greenland, also show 
that the collapse of ice patches can trigger hazards as glaciers lose more ice and snow 
due to regional warming. 

            ,              आ      औ                 ,                त               

       ढ                      त                                               औ  

                

Identifying nivation hollows 

                    

 Although rarely reported from the Himalaya, events such as the February 2021 Chamoli 
rock-ice avalanche demonstrate the growing prominence of cryospheric hazards in 
deglaciating terrain, the study said. 

                                                         त    ,              2021       

   -                                                                                

    त      

 In steep nivation hollows, such instability can suddenly release ice, meltwater, and debris, 
triggering downslope mass movement and related cryo-hydrological hazards. 

                          त           ,        आ      औ             त    ,       

ढ                              औ        त          -                           

  त      

 The Dharali flash flood illustrates how cryospheric instability can trigger geomorphic 
changes and create hazards downstream in high-altitude Himalayan regions. 

                    त                                -आ                        

  त     औ                                                 त      
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 The study finds that the rapid disintegration of an exposed ice patch in the nivation zone 
of the Srikanta glacier was the main cause of the event. 

                                                                                इ       

                

 The reconstructed sequence, from the exposure of the ice patch during the ablation 
period to its disappearance and the resulting downstream impacts, shows how earth-
observation data can help identify and reconstruct such extreme events in remote 
mountain terrain. 

         त       ,                                                                     

     औ                           त                   ,        त                    

आ                                                       औ                         त      

 ―A broader implication of this analysis is the identification of nivation hollows as 
geomorphologically sensitive zones for cryospheric instability,‖ the authors concluded. 

                          इ                                                  

                -आ                                                 

 ―Persistent snow and ice retention on north- to northeast-facing slopes below the 
Srikanta ridge created conditions conducive to ice-patch exposure and subsequent 
failure during the ablation season. 

                             -           ढ             औ                             

      त          त                                                    औ              

                          त      

 Similar settings are widespread across the Himalaya, suggesting that systematic 
identification and monitoring of such zones should form part of regional hazard 
assessment and disaster-risk reduction strategies in the context of ongoing 
deglaciation. 

          त                                         ,              त    त                     

            औ                                                            औ  

आ                                                      
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16Mar. Building India‟s climate resilience with water at the core 

                                                    

 Branded the “COP of Implementation,” COP 30, the 30th session of the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference, held in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025, marked a decisive 
shift in how adaptation is understood — not as an abstract promise of resilience, but as a 
measurable, accountable discipline grounded in systems that function under stress. 

“                 ”                   30,                                       

30          औ        2025                           त   ,                              

                         त                                    औ                     

                                                     

 At the centre of this shift is „water‟, moving from the margins of infrastructure planning to 
the core of climate survival. 

इ      त                  ,                                                             

          

 For the first time, global adaptation indicators integrated water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) into climate accountability, reshaping the water-food-climate nexus with 
implications for all countries, including India. 

                                     ,      औ                                   

            ,         -   -                            औ  इ                       

                

Climate change felt through water 

                                             

 Climate change is experienced most viscerally through water. 

                                                       त      
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 Floods submerge cities, droughts hollow out rural economies, glacial melt destabilises 
Himalayan river systems, saline intrusion contaminates coastal aquifers, and erratic 
monsoons disrupt food security. 

                    त    ,                                    त    ,                   

                               त    ,                                            त 

  त     औ                                   त   त      

 Agriculture alone accounts for roughly 40% of anthropogenic methane emissions, with 
rice cultivation, livestock systems, and organic waste at the centre of the challenge. 

                   40%                                       ,                  , 

            औ                              त      

 So, water use efficiency, wastewater reuse, aquifer recharge, and resilient sanitation 
systems are now climate strategies as much as development priorities. 

इ                  ,                    ,              औ                      

                          -                                  

 The 59 Belém Adaptation Indicators, under the UAE Framework for Global Climate 
Resilience, signal a new discipline in global governance. 

                                             ढ          त  त          59                

                                त   त      

 Two clusters stand out. 

इ                                         

 The first focuses on climate-resilient water and sanitation systems: reducing climate-
induced water scarcity, building resilience to floods and droughts, ensuring universal 
access to safe drinking water, and upgrading sanitation infrastructure to withstand 
extreme events. 

                -         औ                       त   :       -                

       ,     औ                                 ,                           

                   , औ                                                     

          

 The second emphasises risk governance: universal multi-hazard early warning systems 
by 2027, strengthened hydrometeorological services, and updated national vulnerability 
assessments by 2030. 

                               त    : 2027                -आ                    

     ,       -                 , औ  2030                       आ             

 Water security is no longer about asset creation; it is about whether systems continue to 
deliver when climate stress intensifies. 

                              त      त        ;        इ    त                            

                                     

Not starting from scratch 

   आ              

 India is building on existing foundations. 

   त        आ                           

 The consolidation, in 2019, of water governance under the Ministry of Jal Shakti marked a 
shift toward integrated stewardship, while the Water Vision 2047 aligns with Belém‟s 
adaptation framework, emphasising sustainability, equity, and resilience. 

2019                                                                              

         ,                2047               ढ                 औ       ,        औ  

                 त      

 Groundwater management illustrates this transition. 

           इ      त          त      

 The evolution of the National Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme (NAQUIM) 
2.0 has moved from mapping aquifers to implementing aquifer-level management plans, 
exemplifying the systems integration that global adaptation indicators now require. 

                     औ               (NAQUIM) 2.0                                
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     -                                          ,                              

                           त           त      

 River rejuvenation tells a similar story. 

               इ                  त त      

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has moved beyond sewage treatment to 
integrate biodiversity, digital monitoring, and international collaboration, making clean 
rivers a buffer against climate volatility. 

                    (NMCG)                     त      त              इ        

       ,                औ                                          ,                 

                                  त      

 Despite visible progress, three systemic risks threaten to slow momentum. 

                  त                   त              त      

 First, water scarcity remains acute and unevenly distributed. 

    ,                      औ                         

 Most climate disasters in India are water-related, and WASH systems often serve as the 
first line of defence. 

   त                   आ                       औ    ,      औ                    

                              त      

 Ensuring rural and urban water supply during floods or prolonged droughts would 
require climate stress testing of infrastructure, diversification of sources, and 
redundancy in service delivery, not simply expanding coverage figures. 

                                औ          आ                                      

                 ,                   , औ                                   

     ,                                   

 Second, adaptation finance remains fragile. 

     ,                              

 While global rhetoric speaks of mobilising $1.3 trillion annually by 2035, operational 
pathways remain uncertain. 

                    2035           1.3                          त       त    ,       

                                         

 Without predictable and accessible flows of adaptation finance, post-disaster recovery 
will crowd out long-term resilience planning. 

                              औ                      त  आ                                

                                 

 Water projects need explicit classification and funding as climate investments, not mere 
sectoral costs. 

                                                                                  

     त औ         त                  

 Third, digital fragmentation persists. 

त    ,                                 

 Despite India’s vast hydrological and meteorological data, artificial intelligence-driven 
real-time integration into planning, budgeting, and local governance systems remains 
limited. 

   त                  औ                                           आ             

                   ,     औ                                               त     

 A closer look at India’s institutional landscape reveals that most global adaptation targets 
already have corresponding domestic missions. 

   त           ढ                          त    त                                         

                                   

 Drinking water coverage, sanitation expansion, irrigation efficiency, urban water 
reforms, and climate action plans exist across Ministries and States. 

           ,           ,            ,               औ                          

         औ                     

 Climate stress indicators must be embedded into mission dashboards. 
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 Belém calls for convergence, not reinvention. 

                                        आ             

 India’s strength in digital public infrastructure offers an opportunity to integrate 
hydrological data, crop advisories, insurance and financial flows into interoperable 
platforms for real-time decision-making. 

                                                     ,         ,      औ        

                                                                          त      

 Belém indicators guide climate survival 

                                             

 The Belém indicators are not a bureaucratic checklist; they are a dashboard for survival. 

                                      ;                                        

 If implemented with seriousness, they can transform adaptation from a peripheral 
conversation into the organising principle of development strategy. 

    इ                           , त                                                        

                   त त      त      

 India stands at a pivotal moment. 

   त                           

 Its domestic water reforms, technological capabilities, and community-led initiatives 
position it not just as a participant in global climate negotiations but also as a potential 
leader in operationalising adaptation at scale. 

इ                  ,               औ                इ                                

                                                                          त      

Water must anchor climate action. 

                        आ                

 Implementation must be swift, equitable, and technologically robust. 

            ,            औ                                

 Resilience should be measured not by infrastructure built, but by systems that continue 
to serve people during floods, droughts and climate shocks. 

                                                                            ,      औ  

                                                 

 India has much of the blueprint in place. 

   त        इ                                         

 India should align its missions, metrics and money quickly enough to convert ambition into 
measurable resilience, and in doing so lead the Global South by exemplary 
performance. 

   त             ,        औ                       त         त            त    

                                          , औ  इ                                 
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16Mar. Assam inks pact with Hmar, Kuki 
extremist groups 

             औ                        

                

 The Assam government on Sunday signed 
a memorandum of settlement with three Kuki 
extremist groups as well as a Hmar group. 

                        त                      

औ                                  

(memorandum of settlement)               

 The organisations involved are the Hmar 
People‟s Convention-Democratic (HPC-D), United 
Kukigam Defence Army (UKDA), Kuki 
Revolutionary Army (KRA), and the Kuki 
Liberation Organisation (KLO), which is also 
known as the Kuki Liberation Army. 

 इ                                    -          

(HPC-D),                        आ   (UKDA), 

                आ   (KRA) औ               

           (KLO),                   आ          

             त      

 The members of all these groups had laid 
down their arms in 2012. 

 इ                         2012                    

        

 Assam Education Minister Ranoj Pegu, in 
whose presence the memorandum of settlement 
was inked, said the deal envisages the formation of 
a Hmar Welfare Development Council and a Kuki 
Welfare Development Council in the Hmar and 
Kuki-dominated areas of Assam, respectively. 

                                    त    इ  

                            औ                

इ      त     त त             औ                 

                                      औ       

                                            

 ― A Suspension of Operations was signed 
between the State government and these groups 

after they gave up arms. 

 इ                                            औ  इ                            त  

                    

 Thereafter, several rounds of tripartite talks involving the Centre led to the memorandum 
of settlement, a senior officer of Assam‟s Home and Political Department said. 

 इ                                                        ,                           

  ,                                                              

 He said that the settlement process was accelerated in the past few months as an initiative 
of peace and tranquillity in the State and to fulfil the aspirations of both communities. 

                                                   त            त                 औ  

          त        औ                    आ                             

Rehabilitation steps 
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 ―Each development council will comprise a chairman, deputy chairman, chief executive 
member, executive members, and members nominated by the Assam government. 

                        ,      ,                 ,              औ      

                                  

 Both councils will be headquartered in Guwahati, and their budgets will be prepared 
according to their requirements submitted to the Transformation and Development 
Department,‖ the officer said. 

                                          औ                                             

     आ                  त               ,                     

 Mr. Pegu said that the State government would take appropriate measures to rehabilitate 
the cadres of the armed groups in accordance with the existing procedure. 

                                                                                           

   त             

 
 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)   

TOPICS COVERED     16  March  2026 

16Mar Do we create high performers and also-ran‟ by how we manifest them? 

                                               औ               

                  ? 
 
 

 

16Mar. Do we create high performers and also-ran‟ by how we manifest them? 

                                               औ                         

        ? 

 Was it superior skills, good preparation, or a well-rewarded system that enabled Team 
India to lift the T20 cricket World Cup once again? 

              ,           ,                                                 T20       

         त               ? 

 I think it’s the Pygmalion effect — the psychological principle, according to which people 
tend to perform better when more is expected of them. 

                                      —                     ,                           

                                             

 In our work world, would high expectations help colleagues outperform on their tasks? 

                                                                 त                       

  त    ? 
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 In the 1960s, Harvard University psychologist Robert Rosenthal and his colleagues 
administered an IQ test at an elementary school in San Francisco. 

 1960                                                       औ                        

                               IQ              

 They told the teachers that based on the test they had identified in each class some 
students who were “set to blossom”. 

                                                                                         

“             ”  

 A year later, when the students were retested, the scores of the “blossoming” group of 
students had climbed significantly higher than the rest. 

                                           , त  “          ”                                 

   त                            

 The researchers attributed the superior performance to the various positive ways in which 
teachers may have interacted with the set. 

              इ                                                  त                    

                           

 They pointed out that the teachers were more encouraging towards this group. 

         त            इ            त                            

 Did not criticise their mistakes and used warmer body language. 

                        आ              औ                                     

      

 Rosenthal termed it the Pygmalion effect, after the Greek mythological sculptor who falls 
in love with a statue and makes it come alive. 

           इ                    ,                                                       

   त           त     औ          त      त      

Expectations delivered 

                 

 If colleagues whom you regard highly don’t deliver on their promise. 

                        त        त                                      त   

 Would you be more disappointed in them compared to team members from whom you 
expect less? 

 त                                              त                            त    ? 

 But honestly, can we afford to expect less from any of our colleagues in a competitive 
world? 

              त                                                             त    ? 

 However, the truth is we tend to ignore the poor show of some team members. 

                                                                     त      

 As the focus is always on high-potential colleagues. 

                                             त      

 In our professional space, aren’t we all in a constant toggle between engaging and 
pressurising our team to deliver a superior performance? 

                               त                औ                      त             

             त  त                       ? 

 Some of us go beyond stating expectations to our teams and convert that into pressure. 

                                                                  त      

 I once found myself becoming helpless with one of my colleagues. 

                                                             

 I was trying to train him. 

                                              

 He wasn’t able to deliver despite being a capable guy, and it was a crucial ability needed 
for his next role. 

                                              ,                                     
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 In every meeting I would taunt him about his lack of intent or effort. 

                                            त       त      

 Initially he used to fight back, asking me to wait and watch how he would turn around. 

     त                    औ    त                   औ                               

 Then, with time, he became immune to my sarcasm and never developed those skills. 

                                                          औ                    त      

         

 For me, he turned out to be a lazy guy and I became a boss who only applied pressure 
and never encouraged or supported his needs. 

                आ               औ                                          औ      

                        त      

 We know each of our team members reacts to pressure differently. 

       त                                                       

 Some of us bounce back, and many of us are likely to whittle down. 

                  आ     ,                               

Weight of reputation 

               

 How do the superstars in your organisation handle the pressure of performance? 

                                                  त    ? 

 Though performance is contextual, every enterprise seems to be dependent on a few 
leaders or certain teams to give it the boost. 

                                त    ,                                              त        

    आ             

 It’s difficult to miss the attention these top-performing leaders get. 

 इ                                                                    

 Everything they say is heard by the bosses. 

             त                                           

 Everything they do is highlighted as best practices by HR and CEOs. 

             त         HR औ  CEO                              त        त      

 When I was employed and running India operations, I could see the importance given to my 
counterparts in Singapore and Malaysia. 

                   औ                      त            , त                औ                  

                                     

 As 90 per cent of the region‟s profits came from those two countries. 

              90                             त      

 Life wasn’t easy for the leaders helming them. 

        त                            आ             

 If their numbers dropped, they were under scrutiny. 

                     , त                              त   

 And an increase in attrition was criticised. 

 औ                    आ        त      

 They were monitored constantly. 

                          त      

 And it was not clear whether those leaders enjoyed the downside of the attention. 

 औ                                                                 त              

 The Indian cricket team must have felt the same after the loss to South Africa in the 
recent T20 World Cup. 

                                    T20                                                 

           

 Just like the cricket critics, there are many detractors in every organisation. 

            आ       त    ,                        आ       त      
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 And it would seem like they are waiting for the superstars to fail. 

 औ        त                                                     

 The burden of expectation and reputation is a huge challenge to live up to for leaders 
with a past track record. 

         औ                                                त                              

        

 Assuming the best for others is hard but necessary, argues Trinity University professor 
Amer Kaisser in his latest book The Positive Intent Mindset. 

                                            आ      ,                                

                                                  त      

 His research shows that positivity begets positivity. 

           त त                                             

 So, leaders who go in assuming that others are trying their best, they’re going to find 
evidence that others are trying their best. 

 इ                        त                                        ,                     त  

    

 Whereas if leaders do the opposite, going in with some biases, not only will they feel 
miserable but also likely find evidence on those lines too. 

                इ         त                  त    , त                                       

    त              ढ  ढ       

 Imagine working in an organisation or team where everyone is cheering for you and not 
just their top performers? 

                                                                                       

                         आ                             

 
 
 


