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16Mar. First integrated phygital service centre
launched in M.P.’s Guna

WY G & AT H vgen Taigpd ffored a1 Hx
ar

e The first integrated phygital service centre to
facilitate online services for beneficiaries visiting the outlet
has been launched in Umri village, Guna district, Madhya
Pradesh, according to an official statement released on
Sunday. ]

TR T SifTeTg HaTg e - & T ggdn qwipd
Guna district, Madhya Pradesh, according to an ﬁaT a’_; i m a’_ I ﬁlﬁ a’_ T"aﬁ =
official staterrylent released on S’unday. The centre fav_QT Tt %- Q—HT Tfa-aw a”lf \_Tl'm U Sﬂw CRIk| 'ﬁ[ el Tl
was launched by Union Telecom Minister e The centre was launched by Union Telecom Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia as part of the Samriddh Gram 3y otjraditya Scindia as part of the Samriddh Gram Phygital

First integrated phygital service

centre launched in M.P’s Guna

The first integrated phygital service centre to
facilitate online services for beneficiaries visiting
the outlet has been launched in Umri village,

Phygital Services Pilot Initiative by the

Department of Telecommunications. The project
leverages connectivity available in rural India

through the BharatNet project. e
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Services Pilot Initiative by the Department of
Telecommunications.

Y &g BT YHURY Hard gradR HA1 waifaRifee Riftrr 4

AR AU 31 Gy I fforea afdes uraede uga & ded foanl
e The project leverages connectivity available in rural India through the BharatNet project.
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Veena exponent Jayanthi Kumaresh to receive Sangita
Kalanidhi award at Music Academy’s 100th Conference

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The 100th Conference and
Concerts of the The Music
Academy, Chennai, begin-
ning in December this
year, will be marked by the
conferment of the Sangita
Kalanidhi award on re-
nowned veena player
Jayanthi Kumaresh. Bhara-
tanatyam dancer Narendra
G. will receive the Nritya
Kalanidhi award.

“The executive commit-
tee, at its meeting on
March 15, decided to con-
fer the award on her and
other awards on various
musicians,” said N. Murali,
President of the academy,
on Sunday.

Ms. Kumaresh, a mem-
ber of the musically rich
Lalgudi G. Jayaraman fami-
1y, learnt from her mother,

Jayanthi Kumaresh, an exponent of the Saraswati veena, performs in Chennai; and Bharatanatyam
dancer Narendra G., who will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award. B. VELANKANNI RAJ, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Rajalakshmi. She later
trained under her aunt
Padmavathi Ananthagopa-
lan and then maestro S. Ba-
lachander. She also re-
ceived guidance from her
uncle Lalgudi G. Jayara-
man, Sangita Kalanidhi
TK. Brinda, composer
Thanjavur Sankara Iyer,
and T.R. Subramanian.

A postgraduate in En-
glish, Ms. Kumaresh is one
of the foremost exponents
of the Saraswati veena and
has collaborated with the
late tabla maestro Zakir
Hussain. She has contri-
buted in large measure to
the present increase in the
popularity of the
instrument.

“It is a great honour that
I have been selected for the
award in the 100th Confe-
rence and Concerts of the
Academy, whose logo fea-
tures Saraswati with a vee-
na. It is an honour not just
for me, but for the veena,
the national instrument,”
Ms. Jayanthi told The
Hindu.

She said a veena artiste
had been selected for the
award after a gap of 34
years, and it was a matter
of pride that it had hap-
pened in the centenary
vear of her guru, the late S.
Balachander.

The Sangita Kala
Acharya awards will go to
vocalist Sugandha Kalame-
gam and mridangam
player Thrissur C. Naren-
dran. The recipients of the
TTK Awards are nagaswa-
ram player Injikudi Subra-
maniam and violinist
T.KV.B. Ramanuja-
charyulu.

The Musicologist Award
will go to D. Balasubrahma-
niyan, Adjunct Professor of
Music and Co-chair of Glo-
bal South Asian Studies at
Wesleyan University. Bha-
ratanatyam dancer A. Ja-
nardhanan will receive the

Nritya Kala Acharya award,
a newly instituted award
this year. S. Rajeswari will
receive the Dance Musician
Award (vocal), and TK.
Padmanabhan the Dance
Musician Award (instru-
‘mental), the other two new
dance awards.

Mr. Murali said the San-
gita Kalanidhi-designate
would preside over the
academic sessions of the
Annual Conference and
Concerts of the Academy
to be held between Decem-
ber 15, 2026 and January 1,
2027. She will receive the
award along with the other
awardees on January 1, the
day of Sadas.

Mr. Narendra will re-
ceive the Nritya Kalanidhi
award at the inauguration
of the 20th Annual Dance
Festival of the Academy on
January 3, 2027.

16Mar. Veena exponent Jayanthi Kumaresh to receive Sangita Kalanidhi award

at Music Academy’s 100th Conference

T qTed S AR B JTH ABIGH & 100d IHa- § Tifta dart=ie
PR ffram
e The 100th Conference and Concerts of The Music Academy, Chennai, beginning in

December this year, will be marked by the conferment of the Sangita Kalanidhi award on
renowned veena player Jayanthi Kumaresh.
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Bharatanatyam dancer Narendra G. will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award.

YRAATEH Td® % Sil. B T BANATY RIBR B

“The executive committee, at its meeting on March 15, decided to confer the award on her
and other awards on various musicians,” said N. Murali, President of the academy, on
Sunday.

fIIR B PTG F Aeae T, YRl 3 FgT, “SRIGRI AT 7 15 91 31 g8 o0 dod o
3¢ I8 REBR 3R 37 TifideR! &) fafts ResR <= &1 FHora femn

Ms. Kumaresh, a member of the musically rich Lalgudi G. Jayaraman family, learnt from
her mother, Rajalakshmi.

T Pt PG RO AT ATCAST oft. STRTHA TRAR &1 I Gt $URD A 3ot A
roTereHT @ it i |

She later trained under her aunt Padmavathi Ananthagopalan and then maestro S.
Balachander.

%afama@ﬁauﬁﬁenwmﬂaﬁwﬂwahmwww.mﬁmw
I

She also received guidance from her uncle Lalgudi G. Jayaraman, Sangita Kalanidhi T.K.
Brinda, composer Thanjavur Sankara lyer, and T.R. Subramanian.

35 S0 I ATAST oft. SR, Wiitd warfid &.%. fier, TifideRr dergr e s/aR
3R & R, o= § off arfe=f firam

A postgraduate in English, Ms. Kumaresh is one of the foremost exponents of the Saraswati
veena.

SO ¥ Wrae R gt FURY Wt fon & e FAHRI E § TE B

She has collaborated with the late tabla maestro Zakir Hussain.

I fedTTa qadT 3T Wb a1 & Iy ot Tgai fhar g1

She has contributed in large measure to the present increase in the popularity of the
instrument.

I 39 aTerds B A iadr goM J Heayul dreH fear B

“It is a great honour that | have been selected for the award in the 100th Conference and
Concerts of the Academy, whose logo features Saraswati with a veena.

I2I FeT, U8 ™R AT 9gd I & 91d © b T SrpTeHl & 1009 RIS 3R Hi=ue I 59
REHR & fo1g A1 71 B, oy ol & o & |1y gt g v B

It is an honour not just for me, but for the veena, the national instrument,” Ms. Jayanthi told
The Hindu.

a8 G IR o &1 76T afcen Jiom, gy arerid & g oft 3, g s T g g @
Dol

Nritya Kala Acharya award, a newly instituted award this year.

T T AT RIPR, S 39 Y Fa1 R fam 71 [RaR 8|

S. Rajeswari will receive the Dance Musician Award (vocal).

Y. IO DI S YRR/ 3@ars @) e

And T.K. Padmanabhan the Dance Musician Award (instrumental), the other two new
dance awards.

3R &, TFTYA & ST TR 3ra1s (Sxefed) e, St 3 €1 Y T REBR g |
Mr. Murali said the Sangita Kalanidhi—designaté’would preside over the academic
sessions of the Annual Conference and Concerts of the Academy.

oft gReft A w1 o Tl wanfAfr A1fia sareR seTet & aiffe awad sk si-aé &
RO TAT B ST B

To be held between December 15, 2026 and January 1, 2027.

S 15 fedaR 2026 | 1 @Y 2027 & o1 AT BT

She will receive the award along with the other awardees on January 1, the day of Sadas.
3I5 3 QRIGR fAoiarsil & 1Y 1 Sast &) e & G- GREPR UG foa SITe|

Mr. Narendra will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award at the inauguration of the 20th Annual
Dance Festival of the Academy on January 3, 2027.
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She said a veena artiste had been selected for the award after a gap of 34 years.

3I2I Fel & SN FATER P 34 a6 & SR & d1E 39 REBR & fo1T A1 71 3|

And it was a matter of pride that it had happened in the centenary year of her guru, the late
S. Balachander.

3R T8 4 Bt 91d § foh T8 I T3 T v, arardeR 3t szt af & gan g

The Sangita Kala Acharya awards will go to vocalist Sugandha Kalamegam and
mridangam player Thrissur C. Narendran.

aﬂ%ﬁﬁnmﬁmwgﬂmmﬁwaﬁiwmﬁmm A B fqu
|

The recipients of the TTK Awards are nagaswaram player Injikudi Subramaniam and
violinist T.K.V.B. Ramanujacharyulu.

TTK IREPR & WHd] ARG dIed STpel GIaOm™H R arafer s & a4,
IS |

The Musicologist Award will go to D. Balasubrahmaniyan, Adjunct Professor of Music
and Co-chair of Global South Asian Studies at Wesleyan University.

HRPIaioRe RIGR 3. Targaelior-, st Tid & Terae MbaR R 3waT
qﬁaﬁiﬂ’tﬁwﬁaﬁmuqmm%w 3remef §, oI foar e

Bharatanatyam dancer A. Janardhanan will receive the Nritya Kala Acharya award, a
newly instituted award this year.

YRAITETH T T. TG ! Jod Bl ATl RIBR T, S 39 av 791 Rfiq fasar
T g

S. Rajeswari will receive the Dance Musician Award (vocal).

TH. IS & S WA S@rs (@ida) e

And T.K. Padmanabhan the Dance Musician Award (instrumental), the other two new
dance awards.

AR €&, AT D ST TR 3rars (§egued) e, St o < U T TR T

Mr. Murali said the Sangita Kalanidhi- de3|gnate would preside over the academic
sessions of the Annual Conference and Concerts of the Academy.

sft gReft 3 vt o Tfta wenfafer Aifta sareR st & aiffe gwad ok i-ad &
A& Tl DT e B |

To be held between December 15, 2026 and January 1, 2027.

Sl 15 feEaR 2026 | 1 WFERt 2027 & o AT BT

She will receive the award along with the other awardees on January 1, the day of Sadas.
I5 3= GREBR faoiarsfi & 1Y 1 S8t o) Hed & G- GREPR UG foal Se|

Mr. Narendra will receive the Nritya Kalanidhi award at the inauguration of the 20th Annual
Dance Festival of the Academy on January 3, 2027.

oft & B 3 TGN 2027 DI ABIGH F 20d AP ToT HIeHd & IguIed WR Jod HATAIRY
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Gill and Smriti win top
honours at BCCI awards

Special occasion: Binny, Dravid, and Mithali receive the Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award
from ICC chair Jay Shah on Sunday. Bccl

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Shubman Gill and Smriti
Mandhana were named
the Best International
Cricketers at the BCCI Na-
man Awards 2026 here on
Sunday, recognising their
outstanding performances
in the 2024-25 season.

Gill won the prestigious
Polly Umrigar Award,
while Smriti received the
honour for the fifth time.
For Gill, it was his second
Cricketer of the Year award
after first winning it in
2023.

Legends Roger Binny,
Rahul Dravid and Mithali

v

Major award winners

Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime
Achievement Award: Roger
Binny, Rahul Dravid and Mithali
Raj.

Best International Cricketer
(men): Shubman Gill.

Best International Cricketer
(women): Smriti Mandhana.
Best International debut
(men): Harshit Rana.

Best International debut
(women): Shree Charani.

Raj were honoured with
the Col. C.K. Nayudu Life-
time Achievement Award,
the BCCI’s highest honour.

Gill enjoyed a stellar
2025. On the tour of En-
gland, he led from the
front in the five-Test series,
finishing as the top run-get-

ter with 754 runs in 10 in-
nings. The 26-year-old also
played a pivotal role in In-
dia’s Champions Trophy
triumph last year. He made
an unbeaten 101 against
Bangladesh in India’s
opening match, and ended
the tournament with 188
runs.

Smriti  finished 2025
with 1,703 international
runs, including 1,362 in
ODIs, the most by any wo-
man in a calendar year. In
doing so, the left-hander
also became the first batter
in women’s ODI history to
score 1,000 runs in a calen-
dar year. The Indian vice-
captain aggregated 434
runs in nine matches dur-
ing the team’s maiden ODI
World Cup title triumph.

16Mar. Gill and Smriti win top honours at BCCl awards

frar sik Wfar A Becl REprRI | =i Jwr= Sftan

e Gill and Smriti win top honours at BCCI awards.

i iR W 3 Becl REwRT & 2 T shtar|

e Shubman Gill and Smriti Mandhana were named the Best International Cricketers at the
BCCI Naman Awards 2026 here on Sunday, recognising their outstanding performances in
the 2024-25 season.

YHA e SR Wyfa G4 1 F9aR 1 g8l BCCl TR JaTgy 2026 H WA SaegIa
fphee Oifta fobar T, S 2024-25 W B 7% YFGR TEH B U5 &1

e Gill won the prestigious Polly Umrigar Award, while Smriti received the honour for the fifth
time.

i 3 ufaf¥a utelt STR 3rats Sidr, Safe Wia &1 g8 T ured! TR e

e For Gill, it was his second Cricketer of the Year award after first winning it in 2023.
firer & fo7q 75 SepT gERT Fobahe 3T g U QRPR U1, THY Ugl I 54 2023 H Sildl
Tl

e Legends Roger Binny, Rahul Dravid and Mithali Raj were honoured with the Col. C.K.
Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award, the BCCI’s highest honour.
fgmTer TeR o, T1ga sfas ik fraret 391 &) v W&, ATag aswergy srfiade
3ATS I I fosa a1, S BCCl T Adie I ¢
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o Gill enjoyed a stellar 2025.
i &1 2025 a9 YFER T

¢ On the tour of England, he led from the front in the five-Test series, finishing as the top run-
getter with 754 runs in 10 innings.
3TAS I W I UTd ¥ A=l Y g o spmoft YT v 3R 10 wriay & 754 79
IR AP I T AT JealdTe 3 |

e The 26-year-old also played a pivotal role in India’s Champions Trophy triumph last year.
26 qifg RaereSt A fad af yra @) Iaw et sia & off aeayf yftre FuE)

e He made an unbeaten 101 against Bangladesh in India’s opening match, and ended the
tournament with 188 runs.
I URA & YFATd! A T I & AT AATEIG 101 I §1Y 3R THAHC BT JHTI
188 ¥ & 1Y fobaT|

e Smriti finished 2025 with 1,703 international runs, including 1,362 in ODIs, the most by any
woman in a calendar year.
Wfd 7 2025 9 BT FAIIH 1,703 SARRTER I & WY foba, o 1,362 AT H Y, St
foratt ot wfgen faeS) g1 Ua dolsy 9d & e of¥® ¢

e Indoing so, the left-hander also became the first batter in women’s ODI history to score
1,000 runs in a calendar year.
U1 B §U TS 1Y P} TeaiaTel AfeeT a8 SAeTH B Ugeh SearaTel &1 T el U
Fds ad § 1,000 T T

e The Indian vice-captain aggregated 434 runs in nine matches during the team’s maiden
ODI World Cup title triumph.

YR IU-FWE A T St ugelt a98 f3y $u sita & SRE Y #af & $d 434 9SG

16Mar. Gold for Chandrika as India bags five
medals

YfSP1 1 WUl, YR A Sild UTd Ugsd

e Gold for Chandrika as India bags five medals.
g1 B wqul, R A Siid U1d Ue |

¢ India concluded its campaign at the World Boxing
Futures Cup with a haul of five medals, including one gold,
here on Sunday. ]
YR = IAIR B! ae8 MR WEH HY T 301 S ure
el & AT FAT foan, o T Wl uew wiid g

e Chandrika Pujari delivered a commanding
performance in the women’s 51kg final to defeat
Uzbekistan’s Mardonova Nazokat with a unanimous

Rich haul: The Indian contingent with BFI President Ajay Singh,
second from left, second row, and World Boxing president Gennadiy
Golovkin, third from right, second row. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Gold for Chandrika as

I decision.
India bags five medals ~ dscisie D 6 e 51 R e T e
Press Trust of India Mardonova Nazokat with a E-q Gﬁmﬁ aﬁ qﬁm Tﬂ\_"ﬁﬁ aﬁ m ﬁl‘qu a

BANGKOK

India concluded its cam-
paign at the World Boxing
Futures Cup with a haul of
five medals, including one
gold, here on Sunday.
Chandrika Pujari delivered
a commanding perfor-
mance in the women’s 51kg
final to defeat Uzbekistan’s

unanimous decision.

Three Indians finished
with silver. Gunjan (48kg)
lost to her opponent from
England 0-5 while Joyshree
Devi (54kg) lost 1-4 to a box-
er from USA in the finals.

In men’s 50kg, L. Ambe-
kar Meetei returned silver
after losing to a boxer from
Ukraine.

R
e Three Indians finished with silver.
o HRAT el 3 v U Sifar|

e Gunjan (48kg) lost to her opponent from England 0-5
while Joyshree Devi (54kg) lost 1-4 to a boxer from the USA
in the finals.

T (48 forum) $7d's &1 ufagdl § 0-5 ¥ R T, Safe wrasht
A (54 forum) wrsaa H SANST &1 SRR ¥ 1-4 YR TR |

e Inmen’s 50kg, L. Ambekar Meetei returned silver after losing to a boxer from Ukraine.

oY 50 f6uT 7 Td. s Widg A gobeT & SRR U R IoTd UG oitdl|
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Gopi chasing Asian Games
glory and National record

ATHLETICS

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Olympian T. Gopi now has
a singular obsession -
break the long-standing
National record in
marathon.

Shivnath Singh’s Jaland-
har Mark of 2:12.00 has
stood the test of time for 48
years and continues to
elude the elite marathon
runners in the country.

The 37-year-old Gopi
came agonisingly close to
breaking the record when
he clocked 2:12.23 at the
Valencia Marathon in De-
cember 2025. He was on
course but cramps by the
36km mark slowed him
down and he missed set-
ting a National record by a
whisker.

“If not for the cramps in
my calves, I would have
broken the National record
in Valencia. I was disap-
pointed. But it (national re-
cord) has kept me motivat-
ed and my dream is to
break it before I retire,”
said Gopi from his training
base in Udhagamandalam.

Gopi got another oppor-
tunity in the New Delhi Ma-
rathon in February this
year but finished second
(2:13.12) behind Kartik Kar-
kera (2:13.10). Gopi, Kartik
and Man Singh punched
their tickets for the 2026
Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games

16Mar. Gopi chasing Asian Games glory and National record

So near, yet... Gopi after completing the Valencia Marathon where
he came within a whisker of breaking the National record.

by achieving the Athletics
Federation of India’s (AFI)
qualifying mark (2:15.04).
“Qualifying for the
Asian Games was my main
objective at the New Delhi
marathon. The fact that
three of us qualified from
the same race showed how
competitive it was. The in-
tense rivalry among the
three of us has been mu-
tually beneficial, pushing
us to perform better. It is
good to have company in a
major event, as we can
work as a team and pose a
serious challenge to run-
ners from Japan and Chi-
na,” said Gopi, a former

Asian champion in the
event.

Having qualified for the
Asian Games, Gopi wants
to break the National re-
cord there. “Ireckon I have
to do something below
2:09 for a podium finish if
the race is pretty fast. But
sometimes the race may be
slow and finish in 2:15. I
feel I am capable of doing a
sub 2:10. My body is in
good shape and I am train-
ing hard. It would be nice if
I get a chance to compete
in one or two marathons
before the Asian Games,”
said Gopi, who participat-
ed in the Rio Olympics.

iR R Qe A afear 3R g Repts & 0D

e Olympian T. Gopi now has a singular obsession — breaking the long-standing National

record in marathon.

eft &, M & U 3@ TP § T § — AU F @ F9Y | praw P ReplS

dre|
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Shivnath Singh’s Jalandhar Mark of 2:12.00 has stood the test of time for 48 years and
continues to elude the elite marathon runners in the country.

ey Rig &1 STeieR RPis 2:12.00 U 48 auf I HH § 3R T & Y ARTYT Yraeh!
& forg ord oft g ST gam ]

The 37-year-old Gopi came agonisingly close to breaking the record when he clocked
2:12.23 at the Valencia Marathon in December 2025.

37 qUfg M} 39 RepTS B digd & 988 Hd Ugd U A OF 3514 fedar 2025 H dafRmr
BAAYF H 2:12.23 BT JHY FpTa|

He was on course but cramps by the 36km mark slowed him down and he missed setting a
National record by a whisker.
% JEl 71T R 3 qifehT 36 fopelt & aTg ST Yoot 7 STHT XUAR il X Y IR g Wi
RS 991 T Igd A 3R | I Y|
“If not for the cramps in my calves, | would have broken the National record in Valencia.
“3R 7Y frsferat # U 18t orrell, ot # SeifRran & wgia Rt s e
| was disappointed.

[ fRT=T T
But it (national record) has kept me motivated and my dream is to break it before | retire,”
said Gopi from his training base in Udhagamandalam.

AP 7% T 71 Oa e XeT © 3R BR1 O @ o & = o @ vgd s s
g T 3 A ItRTHSH fRua ufkieror $g d weil

Gopi got another opportunity in the New Delhi Marathon in February this year but finished
second (2:13.12) behind Kartik Karkera (2:13.10).

T &1 39 af weadt 7 =g faeeht A= o v iR Met e, dfe ag wifde s
(2:13.10) & U GO VI (2:13.12) R G|

Gopi, Kartik and Man Singh punched their tickets for the 2026 Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games
by achieving the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) qualifying mark (2:15.04).

M, Fifde 3R 79 Rig 7 Tyafead bSI=A 3P ST (AFI) & DIABIST HID

(2:15.04) ! BIRIA FR 2026 SATZH-ARNGT CRATS Wal & forg wiferwrs fean

“Qualifying for the Asian Games was my main objective at the New Delhi marathon.

YRS el & AT S1fesrs oA =g feeel ARy & OR1 9 3= o

The fact that three of us qualified from the same race showed how competitive it was.

ﬁam%wﬁ%wﬁ%ﬁm%m, Ig a2nian g T ufaaifar frat ufarasf
I

The intense rivalry among the three of us has been mutually beneficial, pushing us to
perform better.

&0 1 & dte o R R sl = u @ arveras § 8, R g8 S8R UesH & e
IR fpar gl

It is good to have company in a major event, as we can work as a team and pose a serious

challenge to runners from Japan and China,” said Gopi, a former Asian champion in the

event.

ot 92 Smate § 1Y BT 3131 BiaT 7, i gH T Bl IR HTH HR Jbd & 3R ST

;ﬁ?ﬁiﬂqé? Tgeh! B! B! ATl < obd §,” T8 &1 1Y, o 39 Wl & yd efkmars aftee €,
|

Having qualified for the Asian Games, Gopi wants to break the National record there.

TRMEATE Wal & [T SIfiwTs $31 & 916 M g61 g Reie s ared &

“I reckon | have to do something below 2:09 for a podium finish if the race is pretty fast.

“IRT AT § & 3R G ST} oot g1t & oY nifeaw wr= & o 93t 2:09 / &0 Jug e

BT

But sometimes the race may be slow and finish in 2:15.

dfeed Ft-aft oS it 81 Wbt § 8k 2:15 T 9HTW 81 9l g

| feel | am capable of doing a sub 2:10.

T a1 ¢ fob & 2:10 & S 999 e & wem g

My body is in good shape and | am training hard.

IR IRR oSt FRUFT A g oIk A Y ST AR @1 §)
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¢ It would be nice if | get a chance to compete in one or two marathons before the Asian
Games,” said Gopi, who participated in the Rio Olympics.

3R Y2 TRATS Well ¥ Ugd b a1 oY BRIYF H UFT 01 &1 HichT et < 31 g, vt 3

w1, e fea siefue & «ff wmr ferm )
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‘A stranger in my capital city’
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Why is Rajasthan’s property Bill drawing scrutiny?

SPOTLIGHT
Ishita Mishra
Spring is Atiya’s (name

changed on request) favou-
rite season. Back in Mani-

on her neck.

For many people from
the Northeast living in Del-
hi, the incident was pain-
fully familiar. While vio-

‘A stranger in my capital city’

For thousands of people from the Northeast who come to Delhi

lence against
from the region makes oc-
casional headlines, the

pur, it arrives with pleasant  deeper story of racism lies
weather, vibrant festivals,  in the everyday hostility —
and fields bursting into co-  on the streets, in buses, in
lour. Since chil this  rented and
time of the year for her has  crowded markets.

meant hours of gazing
upon bright flowers and
breathing in their fra-
grance. She hasn't expe-
rienced that for two years
now, ever since she moved
to Delhi.

On March 8, she walked
to a garden in Malviya Na-
gar with a transgender
friend hoping to find that
spring comfort. What she
encountered was just the
opposite. She says a group
of boys, between 13 and 16
years, began passing lewd

calling me ‘chinki’ (a racial
slur used on people with
East Asian features), then
went on to calling me a sex
worker in Hindi" says

The only reason Atiya
says she understood these
words was because they
had been hurled at her sev-
eral times in the past, in
Delhi. When she objected,
one of the boys threw a
stone that struck her jaw,
leaving  her injured.
Shocked and humiliated,
she tried to run, but the
boys chased her. She even-
tually fell to the ground,
where one of them hit her
with a belt, leaving bruises

Since the incident, Atiya
has kept her face covered.
She walks down roads
quickly and avoids ventur-
ing out after sunset. Her
parents have asked her to
return home, but she has
decided to stay in Delhi
and fight back.

Everyday racism
The attack on Atiya came
weeks after three female
students from Arunachal
Pradesh were subjected to
verbal abuse by their
neighbours in Delhi’s Mal-
viya Nagar in late February.
The furore was sparked
during AC repair work in a
fourth floor flat where the
two of the women lived as
tenants, and one was visit-
ing. Dust from drilling fell
on the lower floor and the
women faced racial slurs,
abuses, and threats. Videos
of the incident went viral
on social media and result-
ed in the filing of an FIR
and the arrest of the ac-
cused couple.

They were later given
bail on health grounds, but
the court noted that even if
there was absence of phys-
ical violence, the act of the
accused did not dilute the

seeking education and opportunity, the National Capital Region

is both a place of promise and an area shadowed by prejudice

gravity of the words alleged
to have been uttered.

Every year, students and
job-seekers from eight
States in the Northeast tra-
vel to Delhi. They say they
come for opportunity - un-
iversities with wider choic-
es, coaching centres, cor-
porate offices, hospitals,
the hospitality industry -
and the promise of careers
that are not available back
home.

In areas like Mukherjee
Nagar, Munirka, and Hu-

Rampant racism: A woman who had migrated from Manipur was attacked in Delhi last week when
she confronted a group of boys that allegedly hurled lewd remarks at her. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

mayunpur - neighbour-
hoods with low rents and
large populations of people
from the Northeast - stu-
dents and young profes-
sionals often speak about
living under a constant

1ze.

“When 1 first came to
Delhi for college, people
would stare at me on the
metro like I was a tourist
says Wein Bhir, 22, a stu-
dent of sociology in Lady
Sri Ram College.

Having studied in the

16Mar. ‘A stranger in my capital city’

A g IS YT A TP ST

RSS-backed Vivekananda
school in  Arunachal,
where she learnt Sanskrit
and Hindi, Bhir says that
she has to prove her patrio-
tism repeatedly.

Another problem for
women is stereotyping.
Maya, from Shillong, works
at a beauty salon in West
Delhi. “Many of us are
judged for our clothing or
assumed to have loose mo-
rals. We are dubbed as par-
ty people while most of my
northeastern friends hard-

ly go out to party. We don't
have enough money to do
that,” she says.

Food apartheid

Sangeeta  Keisan, 50,
moved to Delhi from Mani-
pur in 2005. Spokesperson
for the Delhi Meitei Coordi-
nating Committee (DMCC),
a non-profit that works for
the community’s wellbe-
ing, she says she studied
here and even worked in a
private bank for years. She
says she has faced racism
often.

“Now I am concerned
about my teenage daughter
who was born and brought
up in Delhi. She complains
of abuses hurled upon her
on roads. Once she told me
that someone called her
‘momo’ (a slur from dim-
sums, a Delhi streetfood
staple). I consoled her say-
ing that the momo is so-
mething Delhi loves.” Kei-
san adds that Delhi is racist
to anyone who does not
look like north Indian.

There are other food
problems. “When we go to
see a room for rent, the
first question is where we
are from,” says Neng Neit-
ing, 30, from Manipur, who
is training to be a teacher in
Delhi University.

“The second question is
whether we cook pork or
akhuni (fermented soy-
bean),” she says.

Lumland, a hairdresser
at a multi-chain salon in Sa-
ket says that discrimination
against the Northeast peo-
ple is often rooted in a lack
of awareness about the
region.

“Despite being an inte-
gral part of the country, the
Northeast remains geo-
graphically and culturally
distant from the rest of In-
dia. School textbooks rare-
ly cover our history, our
heroes, languages, or tradi-
tions, which is why people
in this part of the country
grow up with limited know-
ledge of the region,” he
says.

A memory and struggle
For many Northeast resi-
dents in Delhi, the memory
of Nido Taniam continues
to shape their experience
of the city. Taniam was 20
years old when he was
mocked by a shopkeeper in
Lajpat Nagar for his hair-
style and appearance, back
in 2014. What began as ver-
bal taunts quickly escalat-
edinto violence and he was
assaulted to the extent that
he couldn’t survive the
injuries.

His death sparked out-
rage across the Northeast.
Protests erupted in cities.
Parliament condemned the
killing, and the govern-
ment announced a series
of measures aimed at ad-
dressing  discrimination
against people from the
Northeast.

A committee headed by
retired bureaucrat M.P.
Bezbaruah was formed to
examine the problems
faced by northeastern citi-
zens in major Indian cities.
The committee later sub-
mitted recommendations
that included stronger legal
protections against racial
discrimination and greater

awareness about the
Northeast in  school
curricula.

The Delhi Police also set

up a Special Cell (North-
eastern States) to handle
complaints from residents
of the region. Robin Hibu,
who is currently serving as
the Special Commissioner
of Police in Delhi, had set it
up. The cell aims to pro-
vide quicker response in
cases involving harassment
or violence and to build
trust between the police
and northeastern com-
munities. A helpline (1093)
was introduced and Delhi
started organising North-
east festivals every year.

He explains that after
the cell was established
and police personnel from
the Northeast were recruit-
ed into it, people from that
region began to feel a grea-
ter sense of security.

“Nido’s death remains a
symbol of the consequenc-
es of unchecked prejud-
ice,” says Phand Len Mang,
25, from Manipur, whose
family has now shifted to
Meghalaya. “Creating a
committee is one thing,”
says Mang, the son of an ar-
my man serving in Assam
Rifles, but “changing atti-
tudes on the ground is
much harder.” He adds that
friends too will make jokes
about his facial features,
not realising these are
racist.

Mang’s message is sim-
ple: “No one in my own
Capital should ask me
which country I belong to.”

ishita.mishra
@thehindu.co.in

e For thousands of people from the Northeast who come to Delhi seeking education and

opportunity, the National Capital Region is both a place of promise and an area shadowed

by prejudice.
garaR 9 gORT T Sl RI&T 3R SravR ) darw & faeedt ofrd €, I forg gt wrerarit
&R 3TN T M off § 3R gatug F Ry & oft
e Spring is Atiya’s (hame changed on request) favourite season.
d Fg ST (IRY W T g3 M) BT Ticiar Bg 2
e Back in Manipur, it arrives with pleasant weather, vibrant festivals, and fields bursting into
colour.

HOTGR & U5 YeTar Had, T ERT SR W ¥ 1R Jdl & WY 31 5|

e Since childhood, this time of the year for her has meant hours of gazing upon bright flowers

and breathing in their fragrance.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number :
Website :

9971932488
patrioticias.in

Page9



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

;ﬂﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂmmmaﬂﬁwﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ?mméﬁmmw
I

She hasn’t experienced that for two years now, ever since she moved to Delhi.

319 I8 T8 3y <1 ITel § TET gan ¢, o & I et od B

On March 8, she walked to a garden in Malviya Nagar with a transgender friend hoping to
find that spring comfort.

8 AT & 98 WA TR & UH Siid § 30 giRieisY o & 1Y 39 a¥d &t ifd JioH 15|
What she encountered was just the opposite.

dfeb 39 foepa faudia srya g

She says a group of boys, between 13 and 16 years, began passing lewd remarks.
ISP IR 13 ¥ 16 T & TSHI & U THE - A fewforay -t = R &

“They began by calling me ‘chinki’ (a racial slur used on people with East Asian features),
then went on to calling me a sex worker in Hindi,” says Atiya.

TR HURTeE §) HEIR JHRT SR R & & g2 A adhr g a1’

The only reason Atiya says she understood these words was because they had been hurled
at her several times in the past, in Delhi.

mﬁﬁ%%a@ﬁmﬁﬁmmwwwﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁw@@w
S |

When she objected, one of the boys threw a stone that struck her jaw, leaving her injured.
e 394 foRiy fpar oY U dsdh 3 TR BT ol ISP SaS TR o 3R 98 °1d 81 T |
Shocked and humiliated, she tried to run, but the boys chased her.

T 3R T B I U B HIR BT, Al dsh! 7 39T T fopa|

She eventually fell to the ground, where one of them hit her with a belt, leaving bruises on her
neck.

g8 3idd: oHiH W iR 72, S8l T e 3 I Aee F ART D IS M W e & AR
RERIY

For many people from the Northeast living in Delhi, the incident was painfully familiar.
faweht o <& ara w2 yataR & @l & T g we dge uRkfed ik dereras ot

While violence against communities from the region makes occasional headlines, the deeper
story of racism lies in the everyday hostility — on the streets, in buses, in rented apartments,
and crowded markets.

gTciier 39 & & WHerd! & e fear Hii-wft gRiaT st B, Afde erarg &1 T8 dert
RIeERT 3T greel 7 fsdl 8 — I8! |, 991 , fomu & I A &iR 1figurs ardt aeiR! 7|

Since the incident, Atiya has kept her face covered.

Y G & 916 U AT ST I8 SHBR Wl ¢

She walks down roads quickly and avoids venturing out after sunset.

I8 YSH W Seg]-Sleg] Tard § SR AR & d1¢ dTeR o J 4t 8|

Her parents have asked her to return home, but she has decided to stay in Delhi and fight
back.

ﬁﬂﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂ?ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ% A I feeh & THR gopraan B &1 fHufg

I

Everyday racism

AXIdiq

The attack on Atiya came weeks after three female students from Arunachal Pradesh were
subjected to verbal abuse by their neighbours in Delhi’s Malviya Nagar in late February.

ST TR BT I Ul & $© T8 dIG g3l ofd SBUMTTd U= Pi i+ DTS DI BRad &
3id ¥ faeett & wradta TR o 396 USIRAl gR1 MfQw gaiagR &1 WHHT A1 UST|

The furore was sparked during AC repair work in a fourth floor flat where the two of the
women lived as tenants, and one was visiting.

faare Tt TRwa B & SR U A At & we § I gor wiel & Afgany fier off
3R Tw e g ot
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e Dust from drilling fell on the lower floor and the women faced racial slurs, abuses, and
threats.

mﬁw ya 13 Pt Hfora iR Y SR nfgensit o ity sruzreg, merat iR ewfdar

I

e Videos of the incident went viral on social media and resulted in the filing of an FIR and the
arrest of the accused couple.
39 ge1 & difSdl Hivre a1 IR IR 1 71U 3R $Hb IRV YW TSR &9l g5
TUT IRIGT gufd ot IR 55|

e They were later given bail on health grounds, but the court noted that even if there was
absence of physical violence, the act of the accused did not dilute the gravity of the words
alleged to have been uttered.
3% 916 § WA ATYR IR THH &1 TS, Al feaTad A &gl i Yol gt i i et
&%, i ot SRt gRT Siet 7T 2reg &t TR w1 8T gt |

e Every year, students and job-seekers from eight States in the Northeast travel to Delhi.
B aY YaiaR & 316 Isal I BH 3R AIH< daRH ard et ord g

e They say they come for opportunity — universities with wider choices, coaching centres,
corporate offices, hospitals, the hospitality industry — and the promise of careers that are not
available back home.
I FEa § 5 3 3w & g amd § — i ey arat fyfyemea, S Yer, Suke
FHTATY, ST, Sfa IGRT — 3R T HIRAR & L S 76 R W Iuasy g g

e In areas like Mukherjee Nagar, Munirka, and Humayunpur — neighbourhoods with low
rents and large populations of people from the Northeast — students and young professionals
often speak about living under a constant gaze.

TEoll TR, GFR®T 3R gURQR o &5 & — e faran &1 € $iR gair & il &t 9a
TS § — BT 3R JaT URIaR 3R TR gReolt fAmgl & &g X8+ &1 91 HRd 6|

o “When I first came to Delhi for college, people would stare at me on the metro like | was a
tourist,” says Wein Bhir, 22, a student of sociology in Lady Sri Ram College.

ALY At W P T ARG B SE1 A9 fIR (22) Bl €, “oId H Ugalt IR Hiadl & fag
et o, A A & o7 72 U9 T A SR H Y whew FI”
e Another problem for women is stereotyping.
Higansit & T T iR grw Fieag YRUNG §|
e Maya, from Shillong, works at a beauty salon in West Delhi.
fRrai o) wran ufdy ek & e ot g § v Rl 2|
¢ “Many of us are judged for our clothing or assumed to have loose morals.
“TIH A HS AN Bl AR HUST & YR W b STl § a1 g8 S Tt arem @ foran Siran g1
e We are dubbed as party people while most of my northeastern friends hardly go out to party.
&1 Ul HeA AT ART BT ol § wai WY BT yaR o 2 & wt urdf A areR
EIRE]
o We don't have enough money to do that,” she says.

I8 PRI, “THR TR U1 B & fog e T ot =t g

Food apartheid
QTR HeGHTT

e Sangeeta Keisan, 50, moved to Delhi from Manipur in 2005.

Tiftar $ga+, 50 99, 2005 & AR A fwdt oS o

e Spokesperson for the Delhi Meitei Coordinating Committee (DMCC), a non-profit that
works for the community’s wellbeing, she says she studied here and even worked in a private
bank for years.

5 fereed #ag SISAEARET FAE (DMCC) T Yaa &, S G F Hedml & oy BT B
el T IR-ATHSRY TR 3, 3R 5l & [ I 81 UGTs Hi 3R B3 au| b [yeit d H
B Hi foba|

e She says she has faced racism often.

IE Pedl & fob 3= IR AAATG BT JIHAT BT UST 2|
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“Now | am concerned about my teenage daughter who was born and brought up in Delhi.
31 21 ST PRI A Y fofer & o Freeht o T g8 oK Uil 21

She complains of abuses hurled upon her on roads.

Ig FreTad Fdt § [ Tso! R 38 mferdr & Sl &

Once she told me that someone called her ‘momo’ (a slur from dimsums, a Delhi
streetfood staple).

TH IR 39 911 [ ot 3 38 Wy a1 (S feraw ¥ 937 3iuwiss 7, S feett &1
il We Bs 9)|

| consoled her saying that the momo is something Delhi loves.”

Y 3¥ gum f 9 o 98 9 @ R feceht aga wig st 31

Keisan adds that Delhi is racist to anyone who does not look like north Indian.

H3hT HEdl ¢ [ faeeh & 37 AN & uf TRerarg 8 o SR YR S 776 3|

There are other food problems.

D SfdTaT W e gEnd T

“When we go to see a room for rent, the first question is where we are from,” says Neng
Neiting, 30, from Manipur, who is training to be a teacher in Delhi University.
AR o1 A7 Hife (30), o fereeht fayfaemera & Riare 7= &1 ufkieror 4 31 &, Foai g b
S g1 fhRTT T HHRT G/ 1 & ol Ugdl aTd Ig! oidl & 1o §F del 9 ol

“The second question is whether we cook pork or akhuni (fermented soybean),” she says.
98 Bl § b TR FaTa g1aT § o oar 8w Ui a1 ergHT (e foaa wardie) uebrd B
Lumland, a hairdresser at a multi-chain salon in Saket says that discrimination against the
Northeast people is often rooted in a lack of awareness about the region.

AIHd & U Hedl-a= A J 1 B ardl FHAS HEd ¢ [ qaraR & anil & a1y
YGUTT RR 39 &9 & IR & TSR Pt HH I UG gIal o

“Despite being an integral part of the country, the Northeast remains geographically and
culturally distant from the rest of India.

I8 HEd o [P =1 BT AP fE=a1 81 & sracie qaler o« off Wimifere ofik wivepfas wu d
T YR I G2 &1 g g

School textbooks rarely cover our history, heroes, languages, or traditions, which is why
people in this part of the country grow up with limited knowledge of the region,” he says.

98 HEd ¢ [ WHd & UTeagRas! & gaRT sfagry, Arae!, urars 3k RSt &7 ¥ g
I Bl 2, TR 2 F 39 38 & 1 39 & & SR F i TP F 6y 52 9 B

A memory and struggle

TS T 3R

For many Northeast residents in Delhi, the memory of Nido Taniam continues to shape
their experience of the city.
ﬁwﬂﬁwﬁmﬁqﬁw%aﬁaﬁﬁ%iﬁuﬁs}maﬁmmmﬁmﬁ%&aﬂaaﬁ
THTIId il o

Taniam was 20 years old when he was mocked by a shopkeeper in Lajpat Nagar for his
hairstyle and appearance, back in 2014.

AT 31 3G 20 a9 2 979 2014 T AUT TR & TP GHFGR 1 31 U AR ©Y
DI AP IS

What began as verbal taunts quickly escalated into violence and he was assaulted to the
extent that he couldn’t survive the injuries.

S Y[aMTd | WP a1 &, 9 ieg o i1 & 9d T 3R 3% 3 X1 ave dieT T 6 a5
el A 9 781 Fb |

His death sparked outrage across the Northeast.

D! T ¥ ¥ gair H Smepi=r vt T

Protests erupted in cities.

3 TR H USRS H 33|

Parliament condemned the killing, and the government announced a series of measures
aimed at addressing discrimination against people from the Northeast.
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TG - 39 T &1 g1 B SR TRPR 7 @R & @il & f¥are dgura J fAge & fog
H3 U B G B |

A committee headed by retired bureaucrat M.P. Bezbaruah was formed to examine the
problems faced by northeastern citizens in major Indian cities.

TIHRTE TH.UT. ST 3ATE P! 3(eherd § T T §18 T3 diis HRA P 98 e
T qaiR & ARG @t THIS &1 g ST S o |

The committee later submitted recommendations that included stronger legal protections
against racial discrimination and greater awareness about the Northeast in school
curricula.

a1e ¥ 9 3 Rl & o wefta Wewra & Rare asiaa ST GRem 3R Tpa
reusd § YaiR & IR § e Anrewar i ot

The Delhi Police also set up a Special Cell (Northeastern States) to handle complaints
from residents of the region.

Rreeh gRRT 3 8 3 MiaRid! 3 Rismd o GuTe 3 Rie Qe e @rided @ o
RTUd |

Robin Hibu, who is currently serving as the Special Commissioner of Police in Delhi, had
set it up.

e Ry, St adam & feeeht o famiw gfery smgaa €, 3 <9 wifid faear i

The cell aims to provide quicker response in cases involving harassment or violence and
to build trust between the police and northeastern communities.

U A BT 3539 SIS a1 fdar & qraat & deit 3 wfaferar <1 ofR gfierd gt gater
e & 9 fAyRT 9 31

A helpline (1093) was introduced and Delhi started organising Northeast festivals every
year.

TP FEUATS (1093) = Pt 715 3R faweht A &x af AT Bieaa smaifora &1 =
He explains that after the cell was established and police personnel from the Northeast
were recruited into it, people from that region began to feel a greater sense of security.

3 §aId € fob o1a 98 9a 91 3R 39 yatR & Yl o nfid fear mn, i sa e %
QAT o GRET BT TG el |

“‘Nido’s death remains a symbol of the consequences of unchecked prejudice,” says
Phand Len Mang, 25, from Manipur, whose family has now shifted to Meghalaya.
AR % % A 77 (25) Fed & & T8 P wia ot ot arferafra gafue & afvomdt o1
Udiie a1 g8 ©,” a1 uRaR 39 Farerd & 99 T 8

“Creating a committee is one thing,” says Mang, the son of an army man serving in Assam
Rifles, but “changing attitudes on the ground is much harder.”

3N AFHE § JaT < aTdl T BT STUBTY & 9 17 Hgd @ o wfifey a1 tah a1 g,
QAfp S IR AR A TGaT Hal S B g

He adds that friends too will make jokes about his facial features, not realising these are
racist.

I8 Fd1d § [ B3 IR GRd i 3% Ag¥ B! I WR TP Hd o, (91 I8 90 [ T8
TAATE 2|

Mang’s message is simple: “No one in my own Capital should ask me which country |
belong to.”

T BT TR TR 3: TR 3t Ao A P G a8 T IR [ A fpu qm A g1
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Mandatory period leave sans parity in
recruitment will hurt women

hen considering a measure to address
w a work-related need, care must be ta-

ken to ensure that it does not inadver-
tently reduce the employee’s opportunity to
work. This was again made evident on March 13,
when a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court,
headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, re-
fused to entertain a petition seeking a law provid-
ing menstrual leave for women workers and stu-
dents. The Court cautioned that mandatory
menstrual leave could unintentionally hinder
women’s careers and deny them “big responsibil-
ities”. Instead, it encouraged “voluntary” initia-
tives by States. In Odisha, women government
employees up to the age of 55 can take an addi-
tional day of leave each month, while Kerala
grants menstrual leave to female trainees in ITIs
and universities. Karnataka issued an order that
entitles women in the public and private sectors
up to the age of 52 to a day’s menstrual leave a
month, raising concerns whether private esta-
blishments might be disincentivised from hiring
women. This government order has been chal-
lenged in the High Court. Such changes must
come with safeguards, and the top court rightly
suggested that the government come up with a
menstrual leave policy in consultation with stake-
holders — as it had done in 2024 as well.

Many women face debilitating menstrual pain
and conditions such as endometriosis, PCOD and
PCOS. But the Court’s reasoning rests on another,
more universal reality: women are already disad-
vantaged at work, facing systemic barriers such
as unequal pay. In this context, mandatory men-
strual leave could become a form of biological de-
terminism, limiting opportunities, pay and pro-
motions for women. In countries where
menstrual leave policies exist, they are either
poorly enforced or are not opted for by most wo-
men. In Spain, legislation enacted in 2023, and
hailed as “... historic ... for feminist progress”,
saw few women exercising the right a year later.
In Zambia, some women said it was being mis-
used. In India, the female Labour Force Participa-
tion Rate rose from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7% in
2023-24, driven largely by rural women entering
work due to distress, insecure employment and
unpaid household work. In this context, a blan-
ket menstrual leave policy could be counterpro-
ductive: many women cannot afford to lose work-
days, and in informal jobs, it may also be
unenforceable. Providing free sanitary products
and medicines at workplaces and allowing time
off under existing leave provisions would be a
way forward. That would be an acknowledge-
ment of biological realities without turning such
well-intentioned but poorly thought-out initia-
tives into yet another barrier to women’s
participation.

16Mar. Another barrier
TP 3R I

¢ Mandatory period leave sans parity in
recruitment will hurt women.

Sifard fifvas sramr=r afe udf & warar & fomr ang
T o ot g5 Afgars &1 Jea ugana|

e When considering a measure to address a work-
related need, care must be taken to ensure that it does
not inadvertently reduce the employee’s opportunity to
work.

9 forddt prd-wa el Saadar &1 HaIdd A & ol
UM W faER a1 o 8, d a8 Yfd &1 oaxasd §
5 S 3G H HHART B BT B D AW HH 7 8l
1Y

e This was again made evident on March 13, when
atwo-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, refused to entertain a
petition seeking a law providing menstrual leave for
women workers and students.

I8 91d 13 AT &I fiR W¥ g8 919 URd & BT I

gdia & st arelt DI B gl-=ararehi=n ot
Ute = afger sl 3R SEnsi & fe aRe o
GBI UG HIA aTd BT DI AR aTell ATFadT R
JaT8 W SHR X T

e The Court cautioned that mandatory menstrual
leave could unintentionally hinder women’s careers and
deny them “big responsibilities”.

AT = It gt fob rfvrard wrfres e sraeTr
3o B Aigarsit & HRAR o) 1fid B Thar 7 R 32
“ggi RrReial” I dfrd #x aFar gl

e Instead, it encouraged “voluntary” initiatives by
States.

TS IO YRITT 4 IA] gRT “TafH” Ugd Bl
Uiefed faan

e In Odisha, women government employees up to
the age of 55 can take an additional day of leave each
month, while Kerala grants menstrual leave to female
trainees in ITls and universities.
3NifS=m # 55 9 db B Agell TSR HHAMRAT I FX
g e Sifaflvad Sadm™r o7 & orgufa 8, e ded
H 3ienfire ulkigor i oiR fayfaemeral @t afgen
wiRree @t Arfre ol sraeTr o ST 3

e Karnataka issued an order that entitles women in
the public and private sectors up to the age of 52 to a
day’s menstrual leave a month, raising concerns
whether private establishments might be
disincentivised from hiring women.

Pic®d 7 e W) fHar for Ardwifre 3iv el &= &

52 Y q% @1 Afgarsi &1 g% We U fea &1 aife et sraer=r fiyem, o ag fia
I g3 fob it I wfgensii &) fFArgea w1 @ gaicaied 8 9d 2|

e This government order has been challenged in the High Court.
T TRPRI M ! I rTed & I &1 718 7

e Such changes must come with safeguards, and the top court rightly suggested that the
government come up with a menstrual leave policy in consultation with stakeholders,
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as it had done in 2024 as well.
TS SadTa YRETHS ST & 1Y 3 ey 3R Hare <UTarad - e g4 a1 o TR
fRaurR®! ¥ WAl B3P ATRRIS UH et Aifa a9E, i1 fob 39 2024 H i foam ami

Many women face debilitating menstrual pain and conditions such as endometriosis,
PCOD and PCOS.

%3 afgand iR aire oif der ok terafeaiRm, dfteis eiw Mitsiey ot fRufad &1
T el g

But the Court’s reasoning rests on another, more universal reality: women are already
disadvantaged at work, facing systemic barriers such as unequal pay.

b1 T T b b IR AT aRafidaT TR SR 8: AR Ued 3 & Srdwrd
TR dfea fRufa & § ok Sy Aa- ot wReATee aremait &1 9 B |

In this context, mandatory menstrual leave could become a form of biological
determinism, limiting opportunities, pay and promotions for women.

g Je & rfvrard mifte et srawr=r 9w fFrafaare &1 0 o & 7, o afgensit &
EWR, a1 3R ygHAfer HifHd 81 b 5

In countries where menstrual leave policies exist, they are either poorly enforced or are
not opted for by most women.

o =it & wifres oot sraeeTar Hiferal Hivg €, 981 9 a1 4l HHER @_id | AR 8 AT
ST AfgaTd ITHT STANT 11 Bl |

In Spain, legislation enacted in 2023, and hailed as “historic for feminist progress”, saw
few women exercising the right a year later.

T § 2023 T A &, S “ARardt wifa & fore efagiie” w1 71, 396 @ ad a1
gd ®H Afgarsil A 9 ISR T START fowa|

In Zambia, some women said it was being misused.

SR & @ Afgarsit 7 wa1 & S9HT gUdanRT 41 o1 38T & |

In India, the female Labour Force Participation Rate rose from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7%
in 2023-24, driven largely by rural women entering work due to distress, insecure
employment and unpaid household work.

YR H AT 97 96 URIERY 3 2017-18 W 23.3% q FEHR 2023-24 H 41.7% 81 T8, fogpT
TG SR AT AT BT e, SRR AR AR 1 3 et ¥ 1t & SR
P § YAW HAT R

In this context, a blanket menstrual leave policy could be counterproductive: many
women cannot afford to lose workdays, and in informal jobs, it may also be
unenforceable.

g de & daardt A1ire it sraeTar Aifa SeeT UHTT ST JPbdl @ B Al oIH &
éﬁjmwmﬁwwﬁ',ﬁwﬁwﬁﬁwﬁsﬁmm%ﬂﬁwqﬁ
|

Providing free sanitary products and medicines at workplaces and allowing time off
under existing leave provisions would be a way forward.

FriwE R 3w W51 IdTg 3R GaTsal Sudsy HRIAT 91 HiS[gT ST yTau=il &
T8 THY ST Th ST HT IRAT &1 Gvdll |

That would be an acknowledgement of biological realities without turning such well-
intentioned but poorly thought-out initiatives into yet another barrier to women’s
participation.

g Afdw arafdwarsit ot et g, i1 T8 o 1l AfeT srvafe & u 9w 1w
IUTT &) Afgarsit @1 YRR # Te 3R a14r S
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Why is Rajasthan’s property
Bill drawing scrutiny?

How will the proposed law regulate property transfers in notified areas? What concerns has it triggered?

Saee Pande

‘The story so far:

he Rajasthan Prohibition of
Transfer of Inmovable
Property in Disturbed Areas

Bill was passed by the
Rajasthan Legislative Assembly on March
6 in a voice vote. The Bill seeks to regulate
property transactions in areas that the
government declares as “disturbed”.
However, the legislation has sparked
debate over its constitutional validity,
potential misuse, and its broader social
and economic implications.

‘What does the Bill propose?
‘Under the proposed law, Section 3(1,2)
states that the State government may
declare any area within the State as a
‘disturbed area” if it considers that
communal violence, riots, or public
disorder exist or are likely to occur.
According to Section 5(1,2), once a
locality is notified, any transfer of
immovable property, including land,
houses or commercial establishments,
‘would require prior approval from the

District Magistrate or Collector. This
restriction applies to transfers by sale,
gift, exchange, lease, etc. Property
transactions carried out without such
permission would be treated as legally
invalid. Section 7 empowers the District
Magistrate or Collector to conduct an
inquiry to determine whether the
proposed transfer is voluntary and
genuine, or whether it involves coercion,
intimidation or a distress sale.

Under Section 9, the law also provides
penalties for property transfers carried
out without the required permission.
Section 10 includes provisions aimed at
protecting tenants from forced or
unlawful eviction in such sensitive areas.
Violations of the Act (Section 12) are
treated as cognisable and non-bailable
offences, punishable with three to five
years of imprisonment and a fine.

How does the Gujarat model

com ?

The Rajasthan Bill draws comparisons
with the Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act,
which has its origins in a 1986 ordinance
passed after severe communal riots in

Ahmedabad. The law was first enacted in
1991. It was later strengthened through
amendments in 2020. The law was
introduced to prevent distress sales of
property by minorities who, after
repeated communal riots in cities such as
Ahmedabad and Vadodara, felt compelled
to leave their neighbourhoods and sell
property at low prices.

In Ahmedabad, a large share of the
Muslim population is concentrated in
Juhapura, often described as the largest
Muslim ghetto in western Ahmedabad,
limiting the community’s geographical
spread. In the context of the 2020
amendments, the then Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani said publicly that the intent
of the law was to ensure that Hindus and
Muslims remain within their own areas
and do not exchange property.”

What are the legal and constitutional
implications?

Even though the right to property was
removed as a fundamental right by the
44th Amendment to the Constitution in
1978, it remains protected under Article
3004, which states that no person can be

deprived of property except by authority
oflaw. The proposed legislation provides
such authority by requiring government
approval before property in notified
“disturbed areas” can be transferred.
The Bill has also drawn attention in
relation to Article 14, which guarantees
equality before the law. Legal observers
note that if the provisions
disproportionately affect certain
neighbourhoods or communities, the law
could face scrutiny on grounds of
arbitrary classification or discrimination.

‘What are the Opposition’s concerns?
Congress questioned the Bill's communal
bias. Moreover, real estate transactions in
notified areas could slow down because
each transfer would require
administrative approval from district
authorities. They also point out that vague
terms such as “disturbed area” or
“demographic imbalance” may leave
room for broad administrative discretion.
There are also concerns about the
arbitrary classification of disturbed areas,
the ghettoisation of communities,
potential discrimination in government
services, and the distortion of
representation. As a result, the policy,
though intended to prevent forced
displacement, has been criticised for
institutionalising residential separation
and communal polarisation, while
reinforcing existing communal
boundaries in housing markets rather
than promoting integration.

(Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
focus on politics, current affairs,
international relations, and geopolitics)

16Mar. Why is Rajasthan’s property Bill drawing scrutiny?

ISR HT Jufvy fadas S & Sy & Y 30 ¥81 872

Rajasthan Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property in Disturbed Areas Bill

ISTRIT 3M=id &A1 H e Uy & g¥didvul R yfaay fadas

THE GIST

-

The Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly has passed the
Rajasthan Prohibition of
Transfer of Immovable
Property in Disturbed Areas Bill
toregulate property
transactions in areas declared
“disturbed’.

v

While the government says the
law will provide administrative
‘oversight and prevent coercion
or distress sales, critics warn it
could increase bureaucratic
oversight, allow arbitrary
classification of disturbed
areas, and reinforce communal
segregation in housing
markets.

e The Rajasthan Prohibition of Transfer of Immovable Property in Disturbed Areas Bill
was passed by the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly on March 6 through a voice vote.

TSTRT 31RTId &1 | 3rad Jufy

ey H @afy va 3 uifea foar mn

e The Bill seeks to regulate property transactions in areas declared as “disturbed” by the
government.

F TR IR Uiy fA9ge o1 6 A DY IS

7% fada® 37 &3 § Huftl A9eA &) fFafa 39 &1 yare &1 @ g IWeR “3rwrd
&= G ®al 2|

o However, the legislation has sparked debate over its constitutional validity, possible
misuse, and broader social and economic implications

mﬁsﬂwﬁﬁmﬁlﬁ%ﬂm TUTTIT ST 3R s Arfore-3nfie yural &
TP T5U B &l 5

What does the Bill propose?

fadge = ywarfad ®dar 82

Under Section 3(1,2), the State government may declare any area as a “disturbed area”
if it believes that communal violence, riots, or public disorder exist or are likely to occur.
YIRT 3(1,2) IR T TSR Fpat M & Y “3r2rid Qe N ¢ THe & ar 39
f% a8l wiveRe fE, <0t a1 ardw=e sregawt Hivyg € 91 811 3t HUTaHT 21
According to Section 5(1,2), once an area is notified, any transfer of immovable property
including land, houses or commercial establishments requires prior approval from the
District Magistrate or Collector.
URT 5(1,2) & IR fordlt & & fId 819 & a1g Yf¥, &R a1 Araaniie dufxy afgd fesd
it 3 WUl & gxaiaRor & g foram afsrde a1 sader ot gd srgafa smaxas gift
This restriction applies to sale, gift, exchange, lease and other forms of property transfer.
g vy R, SueR, R, ggT 31fe Tt ypR & JulRy gRaiaRor R AR |
Any property transaction carried out without such permission would be legally invalid.

% fomm fopan mar oig ot HufRy A9 S U A S| 9T S|
Section 7 authorises the District Magistrate or Collector to conduct an inquiry to
determine whether the transfer is voluntary and genuine or involves coercion,
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intimidation or distress sale.

URT 7 & dgd ForaT AfoRee a1 Hadex Pt ofid B BT USRI fam wan § aifes a8 73 foean
S T b gRaiavur Wfese iR arafd® € a1 59w gara, yHe! a1 aest # fawt mfie 21
Under Section 9, penalties are prescribed for property transfers carried out without
required permission.

YRT 9 & dgd rgafa & 31 Yufe sxaiaror wR &8 &1 wraem fasar g1

Section 10 includes provisions aimed at protecting tenants from forced or unlawful
eviction in such areas.

YRT 10 T T &3 A fReRT & SavA a1 3ay dg@elt A g9 & WGy M ¢
Violations of the Act under Section 12 are treated as cognisable and non-bailable
offences, punishable with 3 to 5 years imprisonment and a fine.

YRT 12 & d8d 59 BT BT Ie0o- WY 3R IR-STHIT SURTE HHT Sew, ford 3 9 5 af

Pt Fe 3R JHT 8 THaT 3|

How does the Gujarat model compare?

ToRTd AlSd I SAD! ga-T A $I olTdl 82

The Rajasthan Bill is often compared with the Gujarat Disturbed Areas Act.

IR fITT B JaT SRR ToRTd fevess TRU tae I &1 ot g

This law originated from a 1986 ordinance passed after severe communal riots in
Ahmedabad.

g DI AgHGIEIG | TR ATUSIRIS &7 & q1¢ 1986 | ST AT I L= g7l |

It was formally enacted in 1991 and later strengthened through amendments in 2020.
39 1991 ¥ NuaTR® FU { @ forar T 3R a18 & 2020 A W= & AreaT | 3R
HoIqd foar |

The law aimed to prevent distress sales of property by minorities who felt compelled to
leave their neighbourhoods after repeated communal riots.

T B $T I5 TR-IR g1 1 FAGIRIP ST & 916 3 Higed| &l BieA B Holgy
AEIEEID| GRT HH BIAT U HURT §9 BT AHT 1|

In Ahmedabad, a large share of the Muslim population lives in Juhapura, often described
as the largest Muslim ghetto in western Ahmedabad.

JrgueraTe ¥ gieay smard) &1 g1 fRwn JeryRT ¥ vedr 8, Y orRR uf3nft srgnerare &1
TN F3T YiETw et FHel I g

This concentration limits the geographical spread of the community.

39 fRURY & SR TG PT HIMNfered fawar Hifer g s 21

During the 2020 amendments, the then Chief Minister Vijay Rupani said that the intent of
the law was to ensure Hindus and Muslims remain within their own areas and do not
exchange property.

2ozoaswhu=ﬁéima—mﬂaﬁqg@mﬂﬁmwwﬁﬁwmﬁiwmmﬁgaﬁ
3R GHHT DI 3rqA-3u= &3 F 787 AT 3R YUl o7 S-S b1 3|

What are the legal and constitutional implications?

PTAT 3R Taenfae wyra «am 82

Although the right to property was removed as a fundamental right by the 44th
Constitutional Amendment in 1978, it remains protected under Article 300A.

BTl 1978 & 44 HITUT WY R Ul & ISR Y Hifers YR & ger faar
T, iR 1 98 Srgede 300A & ded WM Bl

Article 300A states that no person can be deprived of property except by authority of
law.

3¢ 300A Fedl ¢ [ frdl safd &1 SUS! Jufv @ Faa faftr F wiivrer gr1 € afa
e < a@ar 31

The proposed law provides such authority by requiring government approval before
property transfer in notified disturbed areas.
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g8 URdTfad I SR sr=ria & & Wl geaiaror & Uge W) srgafa sifvard
B U1 URIBR Y HaT 8|

The Bill has also drawn attention in relation to Article 14, which guarantees equality before
law.

Tg Adg® argedg 14 & T & oft 7af & oman 8, St S & JHe JHHGT &1 TR ST 8|
Legal experts say that if the provisions disproportionately affect certain communities or
neighbourhoods, the law may face scrutiny for arbitrary classification or discrimination.
S ARl 1 e © b afe a8 urau $o wgeral ar & B oA U | yHIfd
FRd &, Il BT TAUH FIHHR0T AT HGHTT & YR TR AT BT ATHAT HR Ghell |

What are the Opposition’s concerns?

fauer & feiame «ar @2

The Congress has questioned the communal bias of the Bill.
FIUH A 39 fA99F & \iGIRIS Y&dTd W HaTd So1 5|

Real estate transactions in notified areas may slow down, as each transfer would require
administrative approval from district authorities.

&= ¥ e teee A <fiun 8 wwar 8, i &R gxaiarur & forg forem u=ma=r
P 3rgufa Smaza® gt
Opposition leaders argue that vague terms such as “disturbed area” or “demographic
imbalance” may allow broad administrative discretion.
fquer 1 e B b “3r=ria &7 a1 “SHaifIa I Sga” S 3RUY g YRR &1
AP fAAsTRIPR T Thd ¢ |
There are also concerns about arbitrary classification of disturbed areas, ghettoisation of
communities, discrimination in government services and distortion of representation.
TP AT ST & B TTAI YOI, FHGTAT BT ISTHRUT, WRPTRI Harsii § HgHTa iR
wfafifte # fagfa Srit fiard off 9mA s §1
Critics argue that the policy, though intended to prevent forced displacement, may end up
institutionalising residential segregation and communal polarisation.

3{TAID] BT Bel § [ T8 M FTa= fIeTeT AP & e | a8 T8 §, Al 399
STIRAY 3rerTa 3R TiUSIRE YAHRur H1 TN &4 e gvar 31

It may also reinforce existing communal boundaries in housing markets rather than
promoting social integration.

Ig =i ArETfore THIHR0T $I geTaT 37 F IO ATART IR) A Hiejer Wiveiye darsit
B 3R Holgd B dHd! 2|

GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED | 16 March 2026

16Mar

Hungary set for pre-poll showdown amid concerns of foreign meddling

fae=h gxaaiu i Riare & g §7R_1 d g1 ¥ uge v o1 RAfd
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Hungary set for pre-poll showdown
amid concerns of foreign meddling

SR

BUDAPEST

Hungary’s long-time pre-
mier Viktor Orban and his
main opponent Peter Ma-
gyar are set to stage rival
marches in Budapest, both
pushing allegations of fo-
reign interference four
weeks before the elections.
Facing an unprecedent-
ed challenge to his 16-year-
rule, Mr. Orban has ac-
cused the EU and Ukraine
of helping the opposition.
Tensions between the
nationalist leader and Uk-
rainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky reached new
heights last week, when
Mr. Zelensky appeared to
issue a direct threat against
Mr. Orban and Hungary

- -

Opposition leader Peter Magyar delivers a speech during Hungary’s
National Day celebrations in Budapest on Sunday. REUTERS

detained and then ex-
pelled a group of Ukrainian
bank employees.

Billboards casting Mr.
Zelensky in negative light
have also sprung up in re-
cent weeks across the
country.

Meanwhile, opposition

leader Magyar has accused
the Moscow-friendly Or-
ban of seeking the Krem-
lin’s help to stay in power.
This followed reports by
regional investigative out-
let VSquare and the Finan-
cial Times of a covert Rus-
sian social media

campaign to boost Mr. Or-
ban and weaken the
opposition.

Both camps have
pushed to mobilise their
supporters for Sunday’s
mass gatherings ahead of
the April 12 election.

Government sympathis-
ers will gather in a park for
a “peace march” across a
bridge over the Danube riv-
er to parliament. The na-
tionalist premier will give a
speech in front of parlia-
ment at 1:00 p.m. local
time.

Magyar is set to hold a
“national march” from Bu-
dapest’s city centre to He-
roes’ Square, where he is
expected to address the
crowd at 4:30 p.m.

16Mar. Hungary set for pre-poll showdown amid concerns of foreign meddling

fad=h geagu =1 fiareit & iu §7{ # g9 @ g covra 31 fRfd

Hungary’s long-time premier Viktor Orban and his main opponent Peter Magyar are set to
stage rival marches in Budapest.

TR & A9 T § yyrEET faae sifde ofik 3% g ufage! fex 7R geTive ¥ ufagg!

AT fAeTe ard §

Both pushing allegations of foreign interference four weeks before the elections.

3F g9 ¥ IR JwTE uge fagRl sway & oy @ R |

Facing an unprecedented challenge to his 16-year rule, Mr. Orban has accused the EU and
Ukraine of helping the opposition.

30 16 TUY & M P oY 3YAYG Tt BT Yo R gu fiew sifds 3 gRidia g (Ev)

3R g IR fquer Bt A B BT AR AT 2|

Tensions between the nationalist leader and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
reached new heights last week.

RTYATE AT 31R geheit APUTY NI AR At & g 719 et Twrg < Sargdl R uga
|

When Mr. Zelensky appeared to issue a direct threat against Mr. Orban.

e fiReR St 7 fiReR sifd & faarm 1Y et < S sa e

And Hungary detained and then expelled a group of Ukrainian bank employees.

3R G A gpN A HHARA & U THg H! fevd § ao a1g § 3% 9 e faa
Billboards casting Mr. Zelensky in negative light have also sprung up in recent weeks
across the country.

B & I«el B I o H fiReR vdw@! &) TeRTa® ¥U § foam ara gifdw off e e g
Meanwhile, opposition leader Magyar has accused the Moscow-friendly Orban of seeking
the Kremlin’s help to stay in power.

39 o9 fauel a1 TR 7 AR GURY® Sifd IR a1 § 94 364 & fo1Y shaferT &t Heg oA
T 3RIY T B |

This followed reports by regional investigative outlet VSquare and the Financial Times.

g &3 Wioll TR VSquare 3R BISARIT ST8H ! RUlef & a1 I 3|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



9971932488 ﬁ}

D YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

e Of a covert Russian social media campaign to boost Mr. Orban and weaken the
opposition.
oo fireex 3ifd & gerar 3 3R fAuer H! FHeIR HA & oL T T =t wiere Hifsar
AT BT 91 F5! TS|

e Both camps have pushed to mobilise their supporters for Sunday’s mass gatherings ahead
of the April 12 election.

S geft 7 12 38e & gATd 3 U5 AR BT a3t GUTSH & AU o audet & Jem &t
DR B 5
e Government sympathisers will gather in a park for a “peace march”.
WHR JYF 06 RS § “d7 ARl & T gavgT1 gil|
e Across a bridge over the Danube river to parliament.
3R YT It & Gd P UR R §U WG a S|
e The nationalist premier will give a speech in front of parliament at 1:00 p.m. local time.
AFATS UTTHAT RITR T U8 1:00 I HHG b JHA HITOT 71|
e Magyar is set to hold a “national march” from Budapest’s city centre to Heroes’ Square.
AR geTuve & Ridl Hex I RIS @RR o I /e Mebrer ard 61
Where he is expected to address the crowd at 4:30 p.m.

e 3 =T 4:30 TS WIS B Halfd 33 ad B

GS Paper Il: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED \16 March 2026
16Mar | Assembly polls for 4 States, 1 U.T. begin on April 9

4 14N, 1 % IMRAT U™ F e =41 919 9 3ifia | ;=

16Mar | BJD, Cong. issue show-cause notices to 3 MLAs on eve of RS poll in
Odisha for ‘violating whip’

SNfE=m & IsuqHT g9 | Usd U I & e divig sik #Ri A 3
faura®! ) HRUT garen Aifew wIR} fan

16Mar | Diversify agriculture and encourage farmers to grow pulses, SC tells
govt.

FY F1 fafaehiszor &3¢ ik framl &1 g 3T & fore mearfea &9,
A DI A RPR A gl

16Mar | RS election: AIMIM to support Tejashwi; RID shifts MLAs to hotel; BJP
confident of victory

ST HT FATd: AIMIM doRdl T J0AT H; RID A fIurasl &t giea |
TG, BJP i oftd BT W4T

16Mar | House decorum

v wafer

16Mar | On the right to die with dignity

TRAT & JATY AR & ATYPR W)
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Assembly polls for 4 States, 1 UT. begin on April 9

Election will be held in Assam, Puducherry, and
Kerala on April 9 and in Tamil Nadu on April 23

&G ~

Sreeparna Chakrabart
NEW DELHI

he Assembly elec-
T tions will be held in

a single phase in
Assam, Puducherry, and
Kerala on April 9 and in Ta-
'mil Nadu on April 23, while
West Bengal will vote in
two phases on April 23 and

29, the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) an-
nounced on Sunday.

Counting for all four
States and the Union Terri-
tory will be held on May 4.

The Model Code of Con-
duct has come into effect
with the announcement of
the poll schedule.

At a press conference
here, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
said around 17.4 crore elec-
tors would vote in 824 As-
sembly constituencies
across the four States and
one Union Territory. In
Bengal, 152 constituencies
will vote in the first phase
and 142 in the second.

West Bengal will vote in two phases on April 23
and 29; counting of votes will be held on May 4

Poll

Total | Before SR :around 2.52 crore
voters | current

zaround 2.50 crore

Total
voters

126 seats 140 seats
Notification | March 16 Notification March 16
Last date for Last date for
nomination March 23 nomination March 23
Date of poll | April 9 Date of poll April 9

Before SIR : around 2.78 crore
Current  :around 2.70 crore

bugle

The elections to
be held across
four States and
one UT. will

see around

17.4 crore voters

polling in 824 Total | Before SIR : around 10.21 lakh
voters | current

constituencies

= U LIS 20 seats
Notification 4
-8 Lastdatefor |\ oo 1, ~
Ty nomination | """ I
I

Date of poll | Aprils

March 16

raround 9.4 lakh

~7]

TAMIL NADU RERECEIE
March 30

)
§ Notification

1 lastdatefor
nomination
Date of poll | April 23

April &

Total | Before SIR : around 6.41 crore
voters

Current  :around 5.67 crore

152 seats
% Notification |March30 _Notification

142 seats Total voters
April2

Before SIR : around 7.66 crore
Curre around 6.4 crore

Last date for
nomination

Date of poll | April 23

294
seats

Last date for

Aprils nomination

April9
Date of poll | April 29

(with n akh additional names
under adjudication)

Counting of votes
for allseats MAY &

The commission also
announced byelections to
eight Assembly constituen-
cies in various States. Five
of the eight Assembly seats
will vote on April 9 and the
remaining on April 23.
Counting of votes for the
bypolls will also be held on
May 4.

Ponda in Goa; Bagalkot
and Davanagere South in
Karnataka; Koridang in Na-
galand; and Dharmanagar
in Tripura will vote in bye-
lections on April 9. Umreth
in Gujarat, and Rahuri and
Baramati in Maharashtra
will vote on April 23.

The Tamil Nadu As-

sembly, which has 234
seats, completes its term
on May 10, while that of
Kerala, which has 140
seats, on May 23. Assam
has 126 constituencies, and
the term of its Assembly
ends on May 20, while the
294-seat West Bengal As-
sembly completes its term

Parties welcome
fewer poll phases
in West Bengal

KOLKATA

With the 2021 Assembly
election having been held in
eight phases, major political
parties in West Bengal have
welcomed the two-phase
Assembly polls announced for
the State on Sunday. » PAGE 5

LDF swings into
action in Kerala
with list of names

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The ruling Left Democratic
Front in Kerala sought to steal
a march on the Congress-led
United Democratic Front, with
its two major alliance partners
announcing their candidates
on Sunday. » PAGE 3

on May 7. The term of the
30-seat Puducherry As-
sembly ends on June 15.

‘Bedrock of democracy’
Asserting that “pure elec-
toral rolls” are the “be-
drock of democracy”, Mr.
Kumar told the media that
the process of special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls was one of
the 30 new measures un-
dertaken by the poll panel
over the last 12 months to
ensure free and fair polls.
The exercise, which be-

gan in Bihar last year, has
since been held across 13
States and Union Territo-
ries. It has been particular-
ly contentious in West Ben-
gal, where the Supreme
Court has directed that the
over 60 lakh cases listed
under “adjudication” be
decided by court-appoint-
ed judicial officers.
Responding to a ques-
tion whether these cases
would be disposed of be-
fore the scheduled election
dates, Mr. Kumar said: “As
far as the supplementary

16Mar. Assembly polls for 4 States, 1 U.T. begin on April 9

4 31541, 1 &g =MRTG U™ & fore faeum=aun g4ma 9 st

AgE

Election Commission also announces bypolls to
eight Assembly seats spread across various States

list under adjudication is
concerned, learned judges
are looking into case by
case, and those approved
by them shall be included
in the final electoral rolls
by way of a supplementary
list, in accordance with the
order of the Supreme
Court.”

To a question regarding
certain  schemes  an-
nounced by West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee just hours before
the election dates were de-
clared, he said the “Model
Code of Conduct” isapplic-
able from now onwards.
Actions taken prior to the
MCC is a prerogative of the
concerned governments”.

The CEC declined to
comment on an Opposi-
tion-sponsored ~ motion
seeking his removal sub-
mitted in Parliament, say-
ing he did not wish to en-
gage with political
statements made by cer-
tain political leaders and
parties against the EC.

e Elections will be held in Assam, Puducherry, and Kerala on April 9 and in Tamil Nadu on
April 23.
Y, Ygat SR Ha & 9 olid &I quT afesrg H 23 3Ud B g g
¢ West Bengal will vote in two phases on April 23 and 29.
uf3m smra & 23 31K 29 30d B & IR H HagH grm|
¢ Counting of votes will be held on May 4.
Hal 1 [T 4 98 B gl
e The Election Commission also announces bypolls to eight Assembly seats spread across
various States.

AT AN 7 fafde gl # et onre faurTaT diet iR IugFra &t 4t greon & |

e The Assembly elections will be held in a single phase in Assam, Puducherry, and Kerala on

April 9 and in Tamil Nadu on April 23.

3 Y, TR 3R B T 9 30 P! UH gt IR0 H SR afirarg H 23 30 Bl fAUH gAd

B

o While West Bengal will vote in two phases on April 23 and 29.

W& uf3m amer § 23 3R 29 30 B &) TRl § HagH gnT|

e The Election Commission of India (EC) announced on Sunday.

YR BT gAT1d TN (EC) = IIAAR B SHD! G007 i |

e Counting for all four States and the Union Territory will be held on May 4.
IRI TN 3R % AR TS & T AQTOAT 4 05 B gRtt|

e The Model Code of Conduct has come into effect with the announcement of the poll
schedule.
WW@W%WME& TR dfgar (Model Code of Conduct) F‘IEL@[TI%%I

e Ata press conference here, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar said around
17.4 crore electors would vote in 824 Assembly constituencies across the four States and
one Union Territory.
Tg1 U U BI040 B Y& gHTd STYa MR FUR A FHgl fb IR Il 3R Th g MIa
TR &1 824 fIUTTAHT HET IR T 17.4 RIS HAGHT HdaH S|

e InBengal, 152 constituencies will vote in the first phase and 142 in the second.

TS H Ugd R0 H 152 3R GER RO H 142 el R AdeH gh|
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e The commission also announced byelections to eight Assembly constituencies in various
States.

T A faftrst Iredl ot 317a faumayT il iR IugHra o of 9ivon &1

e Five of the eight Assembly seats will vote on April 9 and the remaining on April 23.
T 313 Uiel ® 9 Ui TR 9 S Pl 3R 1! W 23 ¥ HI HAGH G|

e Counting of votes for the bypolls will also be held on May 4.

SUFATEl &t Taor off 4 98 1§ g

e Pondain Goa; Bagalkot and Davanagere South in Karnataka; Koridang in Nagaland;
and Dharmanagar in Tripura will vote in byelections on April 9.
T BT GIST; Hilcd BT ARTADIC 3R GIAUVRR TISY; ANMAS BT HINSHT; 3R HgRT &1
YHTR 9 30 HI JUGATT H AAGH B |

e Umreth in Gujarat, and Rahuri and Baramati in Maharashtra will vote on April 23.
ORI $T IS 4T HERTY & MG SR TR F 23 S B HAGH ghm|

e The Tamil Nadu Assembly, which has 234 seats, completes its term on May 10.
aftrerrg faemayn, o 234 W@ €, 391 wrfeTa 10 7S &) gHT R |

o While that of Kerala, which has 140 seats, ends on May 23.
Safer dee faurayT, o 140 WeE €, I9H1 ST 23 U 61 TH I

e Assam has 126 constituencies, and the term of its Assembly ends on May 20.
W H 126 fAUFRIUT &7 § 3R ITD! AUTHUT BT HRIBTA 20 HS Bl IHIC 5Idll 6|

e The 294-seat West Bengal Assembly completes its term on May 7.
294 Vel arelt uf¥w STe fAU Ry 31 FRIGI 7 WS & IHG BT 6|

e The term of the 30-seat Puducherry Assembly ends on June 15.

30 ¥iel areft YAt fAu=ayT &1 FRAGEId 15 9 & JHIG BT g |

‘Bedrock of democracy’

Apad B AMURRIET

e Asserting that “pure electoral rolls” are the “bedrock of democracy”, Mr. Kumar told the
media that the process of special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls was one of the
30 new measures undertaken by the poll panel over the last 12 months to ensure free and
fair polls.

Tg Ped gU [ “Ieg AT R “Aipda B MuRRar 8, 4t $uR 3 Hifgw o1 fe
AT gt & fARIv Tg= g (SIR) &t Uit s d 12 HEAl § WdT iR e A
IR S & oY AT SMINT GRT 31T 7Y 30 AT SUTHl # ¥ U ¢

e The exercise, which began in Bihar last year, has since been held across 13 States and
Union Territories.

ggumﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁﬁwﬁaﬁgéaﬂaﬁvaaﬁ 13 TTsTY 3R g W W= & &1 o g
|

e It has been particularly contentious in West Bengal, where the Supreme Court has directed
that the over 60 lakh cases listed under “adjudication” be decided by court-appointed
judicial officers.

g faRIv U 3 uf¥m dwer 7 faarereus 61 8, Sel guiH &id A Fdw faar § o «fada=mr &
Ted Ydiag 60 aG & Siftre wrel &1 Fui srererd gRT Fged =ie st il gri
ferar S|

¢ Responding to a question whether these cases would be disposed of before the scheduled
election dates, Mr. Kumar said.

A AWal & HYiid g fafal § uga Auer & Uy R ot $HR A Tl

e “Asfar as the supplementary list under adjudication is concerned, learned judges are
looking into case by case, and those approved by them shall be included in the final electoral
rolls by way of a supplementary list, in accordance with the order of the Supreme Court.”
w18l deb faden & St [es Gt o1 oyl B, W <uranehier udies Heel oY 3 38 § 3R
! It Wil el 3= qRe It & Areqd ¥ Sifaw Taarar gt & i foar s,
ST fob Ui B & SIS & SAR 61"

e To aquestion regarding certain schemes announced by West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee just hours before the election dates were declared, he said the Model
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Code of Conduct is applicable from now onwards.

T4 fafrt & arvon § @ ©e Ugd Uiy ae 3t gerEst 7w g gRT aivd

IeATSM TR U T Uy & 9are § 361+ Bl fd STER AfgdT (Model Code of Conduct) 3

I AL B

e Actions taken prior to the MCC is a prerogative of the concerned governments.

MCC § Tgd frt U w1 Tefia TReRI &1 fARwifeR ||

e The CEC declined to comment on an Opposition-sponsored motion seeking his removal

submitted in Parliament.

Y@ g1 Y (CEC) - ¥ U URdd 31 g &1 4 ardl faues wraiforg weama R

fewoft H

Y TTPR B e

e Saying he did not wish to engage with political statements made by certain political
leaders and parties against the EC.

I%H Fgl b 98 gA1a
ISTIfa® SarEl § A T8) 81 Igd |

TN & fHATE $© Ie-ifas Farsit 3R gal gRT fy e

BJD, Cong. issue show-cause notices to 3 MLAS
on eve of RS poll in Odisha for ‘violating whip’

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

Ahead of voting in Odisha
on Monday for four seats to
the Rajya Sabha, Opposi-
tion BJD and Congress on
~ Sunday issued show-cause
notices to three MLAs for
“violating party whips”.
While the BJD issued
show-cause notices to two
MLAs - Chakramani Kan-
har, (Baliguda) and Naba
Kishor Mallick (Jayadev) -
the Congress asked its le-
gislator from Mohana, Das-
arathi Gomango, to pre-
sent himself before the
party on Sunday evening.

A statement by BJD chief
whip Pramila Mallik read:
“It has been noted that
Chakramani Kanhar and
Naba Kishor Mallick have
been absent from the
meetings convened at Na-
veen Niwas for the past
three consecutive days.”

“Despite the issuance of
a whip mandating pre-
sence in Naveen Niwas,
their attendance has been
lacking. Considering this
communication as a show-
cause notice, they are he-
reby directed to report to
Naveen Niwas by 9 p.m. on
March 15,” it stated.

Though Choudwar-Cut-

tack MLA Souvic Biswal did
not attend the meeting, the
party has not taken any de-
cision against him so far.

The Congress Disciplin-
ary Committee, in a show-
cause notice to the Mohana
MLA, said he remained in-
communicado. It accused
him of “deliberately going
into hiding at a critical
juncture, raising suspi-
cions of potential cross-
voting or defection that
could undermine the par-
ty’s strategic alliance”.

‘Bid to poach MLAs’
Meanwhile, two persons
were caught red-handed

on Sunday while allegedly
attempting to bribe and
threaten Congress MLAs
from Odisha staying in a re-
sort in Karnataka. There
were four persons, of
which two fled and two
others were nabbed, ac-
cording to the police.
Accusing the BJP of “at-
tempting to poach the
MLAs” as part of its ‘Opera-
tion Lotus’, Karnataka De-
puty Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar alleged that ¥5
crore had been offered to
each of the legislators.
(With inputs from the
The Hindu Bureau in
Bengaluru)

16Mar. BJD, Cong. issue show-cause notices to 3 MLAs on eve of RS poll in
Odisha for ‘violating whip’

SN2 & I5TFHT gA1T | Ugd fRU IwaT F fore divig siR w9 A 3
fauTa®| &1 FRUT garen Aifew WY faar

e Ahead of voting in Odisha on Monday for four seats to the Rajya Sabha, Opposition BJD
and Congress on Sunday issued show-cause notices to three MLAs for “violating party

whips”.

SN T NHIR H! IqJHT B IR et & o HagH ¥ uga faueht fivig (8ID) ok w9
maﬁaﬂ?ﬁm (MLAs) @I “UTdf R &1 Ieha” a3+ & forg wRur garen Aifesw
|

While the BJD issued show-cause notices to two MLAs — Chakramani Kanhar (Baliguda)
and Naba Kishor Mallick (Jayadev) — the Congress asked its legislator from Mohana,
Dasarathi Gomango, to present himself before the party on Sunday evening.

el dtelg A g faura®! — Tehaftr FeR (FIeRTST) 3R 4T fH=R afere @uea) — & Aifey
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IR} fopaT, a8t S A WigH1 & 37U faumad gRRA AN o1 IdaR = uret & ame
IufRd §H Bl FaTl
A statement by BJD chief whip Pramila Mallik read.

dioig ot Y& Aaaw ieT afds & 99 8§ &gl T

“It has been noted that Chakramani Kanhar and Naba Kishor Mallick have been absent
from the meetings convened at Naveen Niwas for the past three consecutive days.”

“Tg /1 T 3 b Iep i weR SR a1 fr=ik ufere fed &9 amar et @ ad= e
T gaTs T8 96! I SR B B 17

“Despite the issuance of a whip mandating presence in Naveen Niwas, their attendance
has been lacking.”

e & IufRyfa siffard 1 ard fRu ot 8 & Sracg S9! Juffa et <&t g 1

“Considering this communication as a show-cause notice, they are hereby directed to report
to Naveen Niwas by 9 p.m. on March 15,” it stated.

‘2 YIR &1 PIROT Fa13it e A §U ST 15 AR &Y I 9 1 a9 1 g &
U B HT SR ez SIran 8,7 39 &gl T

Though Choudwar-Cuttack MLA Souvic Biswal did not attend the meeting, the party has
not taken any decision against him so far.

gTalfe dgR-Bed & [Auras Hifde faara Jo & Iufa 78 gu, afe urdf 7 snft aw
I Qe B fofg et foran 71

The Congress Disciplinary Committee, in a show-cause notice to the Mohana MLA, said
he remained incommunicado.

%Wﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁwwsﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ
AT R |

It accused him of “deliberately going into hiding at a critical juncture, raising suspicions of
potential cross-voting or defection that could undermine the party’s strategic alliance”.

I R RIY T 71 S 98 “Heaqul TH UR A 57 1Y, o Tuifad sra-
e a7 AT DI MRIHT Ul s, S U & VAP TSaUT Bl HHSIR B Tl ¢ 1"

‘Bid to poach MLAs’
faurae! o dis @1 HIRmr

Meanwhile, two persons were caught red-handed on Sunday while allegedly attempting to
bribe and threaten Congress MLAs from Odisha staying in a resort in Karnataka.

39 o1 AR B &l Al I T 1Y UH ST TT, 9F d HIUd ©U Y HeIled & TH Rare d
38 SNfEEn & N faurgs! &) Ry 3 iR 4md™ o IR R I} A1

There were four persons, of which two fled and two others were nabbed, according to the
police.

Ofer & IR 98 IR @ 3, o8 ¥ g) I Y 3R & &) udhs form mam|

Accusing the BJP of “attempting to poach the MLAS” as part of its ‘Operation Lotus’,
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar alleged that ¥5 crore had been offered
to each of the legislators.

IygErE 3%, Repur A fivd IR SiTRRE dew & dgd faurasi
Q@ﬁﬁﬁmwﬁm&mm@w%mﬁmﬁismﬁﬁmﬁﬁ
|
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Diversify agriculture and encourage
farmers to grow pulses, SC tells govt.

ds (4]
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
asked the Union govern-
ment to revisit its existing
policy framework and ex-
plore a better substitute
under which farmers are
incentivised to diversify
from conventional crops
such as wheat and paddy
to pulses.

Besides a relook into
policy and diversification
of crops, the court asked
the Centre to convene a
meeting of different stake-
holders to look into va-
rious issues. These include
the absence of an incentiv-
ised minimum support

ﬁ

Supreme Court of India

price (MSP), sufficient
enough to cover the expen-
diture that small or medi-
um level farmers incur in
producing pulses; guaran-
teed timely sale of pulse
products; and fixation of
the cost price of yellow

peas, which are currently
being imported, so that it
did not impact the home-
grown pulses produced by
farmers.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant said the Centre,
through its Ministries of
Agriculture, Commerce
and Consumer Affairs, and
with the aid of subject ex-
perts with ground know-
ledge, mould a framework
which would make pulse
cultivation worthwhile for
farmers.

“There should be a cam-
paign to diversify agricul-
ture. Diversification of pad-
dy is the biggest challenge
in North India... Do we re-

quire such a quantity of
paddy? We may need for
export purposes, but land
can also be diverted for
pulses. Please ask your Mi-
nistries to constitute a
committee of people ... so-
mebody who has worked
at the ground level, who
knows the psyche and
compelling circumstances
that drive the farming com-
munity,” Chief Justice Kant
addressed Additional Solic-
itor-General N. Venkatara-
man, appearing for the
Centre.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by Kisan Ma-
hapanchayat, an NGO,
seeking curbs on the im-
port of yellow peas.

16Mar. Diversify agriculture and encourage farmers to grow pulses, SC tells

govt.

Sy o1 fAfFdieor ¢ ok framl #1 g I & forg viefea #¢, giia #1d

 TWHR | Pl

e The Supreme Court has asked the Union government to revisit its existing policy
framework and explore a better substitute under which farmers are incentivised to diversify
from conventional crops such as wheat and paddy to pulses.
T HIE 7 g PR A B8l § I a8 U Hieiel HfavTd efa B g=: Ieflen o2 3R T
YR fawey qaR! foraes dgd frar! &1 g 3R o1 9t yRufYe wadl 9 gea gral o
Well & fore UeTfed fosar & 9ab |

¢ Besides a relook into policy and diversification of crops, the court asked the Centre to
convene a meeting of different stakeholders to look into various issues.

Hifq ot Feften oIk wad fafaeheor

P gl difds 1Al Gel IR faaR fhar s aab |

e These include the absence of an incentivised minimum support price (MSP), sufficient
enough to cover the expenditure that small or medium level farmers incur in producing

T WTeTged gAdH FHY Hed (MSP) BT 3HId e 8, S Bie 3R Aeaw framy
GRT &Tell & IdTe | B a1 T &I Har B & ot yaid gl |

pulses.

e Guaranteed timely sale of pulse products.

3Td IUTGT &t FHY WR fIept o TR +ff s wnfira g1

e And fixation of the cost price of yellow peas, which are currently being imported, so that it
did not impact the home-grown pulses produced by farmers.

1y g fieft 7ex B aRTd S 99 31, o ada e & Smard fan o1 31 7, a1 399
fHa! gRT IR TS TR &Il IR JHE 9 US|

e A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said the Centre, through its
Ministries of Agriculture, Commerce and Consumer Affairs, and with the aid of subject
experts with ground knowledge, mould a framework which would make pulse cultivation
worthwhile for farmers.

¥ ST JHTad - bg ¥ Al fRaUR®! &) do& gam

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page25



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

YRT & G AraTdi=r gddia &1 sreaeri arel 41 2 &8l i &g &1 Py, arfored 3R
I AT & HATEA! &b T1eEH ¥ a1 T gy ara faRiws @1 wee I T et
TR FH=1 A1 ored grat ot Wt fpami & fore aruert 59 9 |
“There should be a campaign to diversify agriculture.

“HY & fafadieror & fore s gamn s ey
Diversification of paddy is the biggest challenge in North India.

I HURA § 1 o1 fafafiezor a2 s A g
Do we require such a quantity of paddy?

1 gH gt T H YT Y SHTIRIHdT 82

We may need it for export purposes, but land can also be diverted for pulses.

&Y fafa & fo sae! sexa 81 Tad 8, Afde Uiy &) grat &t |t & forg + wrsT i Iman

gl

Please ask your Ministries to constitute a committee of people.

FHAT 3T TATAA I Fg [ d AN 1 TP AqfAfa T1dd

Somebody who has worked at the ground level, who knows the psyche and compelling

circumstances that drive the farming community,” Chief Justice Kant addressed
Additional Solicitor-General N. Venkataraman, appearing for the Centre.

T 17 o S WR R & RGP 8l 3R off fpar ager
3R gRfRufoal & Toga 8 TRer ey wid 3 % @t 3R I 0w gu sifafed wifafer

SR T, dBheIHT T Hal|

The court was hearing a petition filed by Kisan Mahapanchayat, an NGO, seeking curbs on

the import of yellow peas.

3fTed fHaT HETURId TS Uh IR-TRBRY WIS (NGO) §RT AR TRIST R FAdTs B

et o, forgH dielt gex & Smard WR A H o1 AT 1 TS ot

&I URT B dTel ATFRIG T

RS election: AIMIM to support Tejashwi; RID
shifts MLAS to hotel; BJP confident of victory

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

On the eve of polling for
the five Rajya Sabha seats
from Bihar, several rounds
of meetings took place in
the State capital within the
ruling National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) and the Op-
position Mahagatbandhan
camps.

The NDA, which is fall-
ing short of three votes,
has expressed confidence
about winning all the seats,
whereas the principal Op-
position party, the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal (RJD), is rely-
ing on the All India
Majlis-E-Ittehadul ~ Musli-
meen (AIMIM)’s five MLAs
and the BSP for a seat.

Iftar party

Ahead of the polling, Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Assembly Tejashwi Yadav
of the RJD attended an iftar
party hosted by AIMIM

Amarendra Dhari Singh as its Rajya Sabha candidate. FILE PHOTO

State unit president Ak-
htraul Iman. Soon after,
Mr. Iman announced that
all his party MLAs would
extend support to the
Mahagatbandhan.

“We have spoken to all
our MLAs, including the
party  chief [Asadud-
din Owaisi], and have de-
cided that all MLAs will
vote for the RJD candi-
date,” Mr. Iman said.

To prevent cross-voting,
the RJD has shifted its

MLAs to a private hotel in
Patna, from where they
will directly go to the Legis-
lative Assembly for voting.

Mock voting
Mock voting drills were
conducted at the official re-
sidence of Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choud-
hary, as there are over 100
MLAs who will be voting
for the first time in the Ra-
jya Sabha.

Earlier in the day, NDA

legislators met at the resi-
dence of JD(U) national
working president Sanjay
Jha, followed by a meeting
of JD(U) legislators at the
residence of Minister Lesi
Singh. Addressing repor-
ters, Mr. Jha said, “There
was absolutely no issue re-
garding four seats, and
now we have sufficient
numbers for the fifth seat
as well. The NDA will re-
ceive more votes than anti-
cipated, and all five candi-
dates will easily make it to
the Rajya Sabha.”

Of the five NDA candi-
dates, two are from the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) — party president Ni-
tin Nabin and Shivesh Ku-
mar, two are from the Jana-
ta Dal (United) - Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar and
sitting Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Ramnath Thakur, and
the fifth is Rashtriya Lok
Morcha (RLM) president
Upendra Kushwaha.

The RJD has renominat-
ed businessman Amaren-
dra Dhari Singh as its
candidate.

Numbers game

Going by the numbers, the
NDA has 202 MLAs, com-
prising 89 from the BJP, 19
from the Lok Janshakti Par-
ty (Ram Vilas), five from
the Hindustani Awam Mor-
cha (Secular) and four
from the RLM.

The Opposition camp
has a total of 35 MLAs, of
which 25 are from the RJD,
six from the Congress, two
from the Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Leninist)
Liberation, and one each
from the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) and the
Indian Inclusive Party.

As the numbers go, 41
MLAs are needed to win
each seat. So, for the NDA
to win all the seats, it will
need the support of at least
three Opposition MLAs.

16Mar. RS election: AIMIM to support Tejashwi; RJD shifts MLAs to hotel; BJP
confident of victory

IS HT gAT1G: AIMIM ol &1 Ja 0T S RID A fFuras! & giea o v,
BJP I Sitd BT HIAT
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e On the eve of polling for the five Rajya Sabha seats from Bihar, several rounds of meetings
took place in the State capital within the ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and the
Opposition Mahagatbandhan camps.
foeR & ufa Isgw T Wil & AT AaaM $1 qd Je R 99 6 IS § SR e
i TSEY (NDA) 3R [Juel Herredeq @ & Hidk @3 R & 96 g3

e The NDA, which is falling short of three votes, has expressed confidence about winning all
the seats.

NDA, St 9 a1l ¥ &1 US 38T &, 7 T+t Tie Sitan &1 fayr saad fean g1

e Whereas the principal Opposition party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), is relying on the All
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)’s five MLAs and the BSP for a seat.
wisfe U faue oo P ST gt (RID) T die & forg ifer $f$ar Aeifery-u-sagiga
gfeadi= (AIMIm) & OTa faurae! 3k BSP & IHYdT R Rk 81

Iftar party
SR UTdf

e Ahead of the polling, Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly Tejashwi Yadav of the
RJD attended an iftar party hosted by AIMIM State unit president Akhtraul Iman.
TaeH ¥ Ugd RID & fau=ayT # faues & Aa1 deid! argd 7 AIMIM & IT5d SHTS 3eT&l
T SHM GRT ST FHIR 9Tt & YT feram|

e Soon after, Mr. Iman announced that all his party MLAs would extend support to the
Mahagatbandhan.

P QX 916 o FHHE 7 9N &1 fob S! uret & it faemae wenTesys & 9w <

o “We have spoken to all our MLAS, including the party chief Asaduddin Owaisi, and have
decided that all MLAs will vote for the RJD candidate,” Mr. Iman said.
ot 3 = FgT, T o I fyumaet, e urdf v sragelA siasdt ot i |, Y W
31 g 3R 71 fpan ¢ fos aaft faumge RID IWiigaR & U&l & AagH 1"

e To prevent cross-voting, the RJD has shifted its MLASs to a private hotel in Patna, from
where they will directly go to the Legislative Assembly for voting.

BI-GHET APb & o RID A U faUrasl &1 g1 & T felt glea o wiHidRka & faar
8, o181 ¥ 3 T fyumra T & goaem & forg S|

Mock voting
HIh

e Mock voting drills were conducted at the official residence of Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary, as there are over 100 MLAs who will be voting for the first time in the
Rajya Sabha.

= wre @t & SMYSIRSG STar WR Wi AT AT FHT T4, Riifes 100 A
3t faurI® ygcl IR ISTFHT A § HdaH Hl|

e Earlier in the day, NDA legislators met at the residence of JD(U) national working
president Sanjay Jha.

f&1 7 U< NDA faumael &1 9% ID(U) & TP PTISRY & oI T b I R 85 |

o Followed by a meeting of JD(U) legislators at the residence of Minister Lesi Singh.

% g1e 1A At Rig & oma R IpU) fAumas o1 33& g5

e Addressing reporters, Mr. Jha said, “There was absolutely no issue regarding four seats.
TAHRI 9 910 Hd gU At 31 3 FaT, “IR el Bl AR pis qaet Tal |

e And now we have sufficient numbers for the fifth seat as well.

3R 316 GHR U uladt Wie & fau +f gaia 9= g

o The NDA will receive more votes than anticipated, and all five candidates will easily make it
to the Rajya Sabha.”

NDA 1 30T § 31 die firaT oik Tuft uta Sufiear St ¥ gyt ugd SIa |

o Of the five NDA candidates, two are from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) — party
president Nitin Nabin and Shivesh Kumar.
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Uia NDA Iigar) & ¥ g HREg si=ar urdf (8JP) § § — urdf sremer fAfae 9= iRk
e Far|

e Two are from the Janata Dal (United) — Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and sitting Rajya
Sabha member Ramnath Thakur.
3 ST g9 (TATgeS) ¥ § — eriEl idw $uUR SR adum Isui T e ATy
oTP|

e And the fifth is Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM) president Upendra Kushwaha.
3R ufad Iuiiear g @iw wiaf (RLM) & srwaes IUE HRIaTeT § |

e The RJD has nominated businessman Amarendra Dhari Singh as its candidate.

RJD A gt 3y U Rig &) R 3 3o Swficar s B

Numbers game
| &7 Tford

e Going by the numbers, the NDA has 202 MLAs.
=T & IR NDA & U 202 faemas g1

e Comprising 89 from the BJP, 19 from the Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), five from the
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular) and four from the RLM.
S8 BIP & 89, Wie wIiRIfad uref (R faame & 19, fEgart smar wiaf @eger) & 5
3R RLM & 4 faemaes e &1

e The Opposition camp has a total of 35 MLAs.
faueh @9 & U o 35 fyumas §1

e Of which 25 are from the RJD, six from the Congress, two from the Communist Party of
India (Marxist- Lenmlst) L|berat|on

0 25 RJID, 6 BN, 3R 2 HRAHT HRIARE Ul (@rRiard-afyard)) Rev=q & g
e Andone each from the Communlst Party of India (Marxist) and the Indian Inclusive
Party.

3R TH-TH s YR srgfAe urdf @rwiard) ok $f3a s~rqfRa uridf I 71
e Asthe numbers go, 41 MLAs are needed to win each seat.
WA & TR UAP e Sfia & forg 41 faemae) ot srazgsar g
e So, for the NDA to win all the seats, it will need the support of at least three Opposition
MLAs.

SAMIT NDA &1 G4t U1 SiiaH & ot w1 4 H i fauah faeuraest o1 g0 =gy grml
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The ruling party and the Opposition
must rise above partisanship

T he Lok Sabha rejected by voice vote, on

March 11, a resolution under Article 94(C)

of the Constitution for the removal of Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla from office, but only af-
ter a hostile debate on the functioning of the
House deepened the wedge between the govern-
ment and the Opposition. In principle, Parlia-
ment is the foundation of representative democ-
racy, and its routine functions act as an
instrument that holds the cabinet accountable.
As a forum for government-Opposition interac-
tion, it is meant to operate in a structured, meth-
odical way. Single-party dominance has eroded
all these formal and informal functions of legisla-
tures at all levels, and the Lok Sabha, sadly, has
become a platform for political partisanship. In
recent years, the chairs of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha have been dragged into political con-
flict. In 2024, there was an Opposition resolution
to remove Jagdeep Dhankhar as Rajya Sabha
Chairman. Though the resolution did not pass,
he resigned as Vice-President for unexplained
reasons. The Opposition has raised concerns ov-
er the Lok Sabha’s functioning, but what precip-
itated their protest into a formal resolution for
Mr. Birla’s removal was, possibly, his statement
that he had confidential knowledge that Congress
women MPs might act against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on the House floor.

Opposition MPs are routinely denied the op-
portunity to raise substantive issues, though the
government cites statistics in its rebuttal. The
Speaker had disallowed Leader of the Opposition
(Lok Sabha) Rahul Gandhi from quoting former
Army Chief M.M. Naravane’s unpublished me-
moir, which discusses Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s role in the 2020 military standoff with Chi-
na. The microphones of Opposition MPs are fre-
quently switched off during debates. The Opposi-
tion has pointed out that in February, Mr. Gandhi
was interrupted 20 times while speaking during
the Motion of Thanks to the President’s Address
and also blocked from raising the Gautam Adani
investigation issue in the U.S. and the EU-U.S.
trade deal. The government argued that the Op-
position was given 56% of Zero Hour time, and
that NDA MPs, despite their majority, received
321 supplementary questions against the Opposi-
tion’s 364 during his tenure. Home Minister Amit
Shah said that the House’s productivity during
Mr. Birla’s tenure had been high and that it had
debated in 14 regional languages. Mr. Shah also
cornered Mr. Gandhi for being frequently absent
from the House. The resolution and the debate
manifested a deeply fractured polity in need of
urgent corrective measures. The ruling majority
and the Opposition must rise above partisanship
and restore the majesty of Parliament.

16Mar. House decorum
T qater

e The ruling party and the Opposition must rise
above partisanship.
T U 3R faues &1 gaTa AeEifa ¥ HW Io1 eyl

e The Lok Sabha rejected by voice vote, on March
11, aresolution under Article 94(C) of the Constitution for
the removal of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla from office, but
only after a hostile debate on the functioning of the House
deepened the wedge between the government and the
Opposition.
WAHIHT 3 11 9 &1 WU & =g 943 F dgd
AP A 3N fORET H! Ug ¥ g & Ud1d &I argd
die I WIiel o o, Afdh S99 Ugd e & HIHHBS IR g8
FEt 989 A TRBR MR fIues & g o1 @S B 3R T IR
fear

e In principle, Parliament is the foundation of
representative democracy, and its routine functions act as
an instrument that holds the cabinet accountable.
Rrgida: e ufaffy dieda 3T YRR § 3R 39®
faftd o1 Afvdsd $ saads 991 & T AU & w8
BT B G|

e As aforum for government-Opposition interaction,
it is meant to operate in a structured, methodical way.
WFR IR fug & g darg & w9 & wU H &1 Gared
TS oMY safeyd adids I g afeul

e Single-party dominance has eroded all these
formal and informal functions of legislatures at all levels,
and the Lok Sabha, sadly, has become a platform for
political partisanship.

THeatg gyYa - W Wl R faenReret & shuarie oiR
ST ST & HHASR IR 1 8 3R U AHTHT
31d TSI Y&raTd &1 W & T g

e Inrecent years, the chairs of the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha have been dragged into political conflict.

B & aul d ApaUT 3R IsaqYyT F Neri= vl o oft
Toifae wad & wxfter w3

e In 2024, there was an Opposition resolution to
remove Jagdeep Dhankhar as Rajya Sabha Chairman.

2024 T ISTFHT F GHTUFY SIS ¢FAS P! g & forg
faues =1 uRdTa I T AT

e Though the resolution did not pass, he resigned as
Vice-President for unexplained reasons.

BTqil T8 URATd U gl gofT, At 31 SRUT FRUN I
SWRIPUf g | SHAET ¢ faa

e The Opposition has raised concerns over the Lok

Sabha’s functioning, but what precipitated their protest into a formal resolution for Mr.
Birla’s removal was, possibly, his statement that he had confidential knowledge that
Congress women MPs might act against Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the House

floor.

fauar 7 ANPYHT & BTHBIS B! ABR fIdl TdTs 8, Al 3P Y BT 3 foarer o) ge™
& NTAIe YT & dea BT HRUI THI: IPT I8 9T UT f I MU= STHSRI ¢ fb
1O B! Afgdr e e F ar gy g N F f[eare sriars s ol ¢
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Opposition MPs are routinely denied the opportunity to raise substantive issues, though
the government cites statistics in its rebuttal.

faueh wivel o Fafta o 3 veayef gg IoM &1 S@wR 8! a1 S, g1difes WHR o0
SaTd | il 1 gara ot g

The Speaker had disallowed Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi from quoting former
Army Chief M.M. Naravane’s unpublished memoir, which discusses Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s role in the 2020 military standoff with China.

Tt 7 fauer & Far Tga wieh ST gd 1 U TH.TH. ARa0 St SUBTRIT THIT BT
I IR DI AR et <, o 2020 & 4 & [Ty W=7 ARty F gures W did @t
YFeT R 9 &1 T B

The microphones of Opposition MPs are frequently switched off during debates.

faueht wiwel & AISHIGH T59 & GRH RR d¢ B2 Y A1

The Opposition has pointed out that in February, Mr. Gandhi was interrupted 20 times
while speaking during the Motion of Thanks to the President’s Address and also blocked
from raising the Gautam Adani investigation issue in the U.S. and the EU-U.S. trade deal.
fager 3 garn f weadt o rga Wit o & IFUUTYUT IR Y=UaTg YT & SR Srerd
TG 20 IR BT 7T 3R 37 AR o S oY 3R R Hu-3mfveT R
T &1 g1 I J i A1 T

The government argued that the Opposition was given 56% of Zero Hour time, and that
NDA MPs, despite their majority, received 321 supplementary questions against the
Opposition’s 364 during his tenure.

WHR A T& a1 o faues &1 TawTer BT 56% T & 71, 3R 9g0d 89 & Sravg
TASIT TG &I 3P HAPGTA H 321 P Uy e Fafes fauer ot 3641

Home Minister Amit Shah said that the House’s productivity during Mr. Birla’s tenure
had been high and that it had debated in 14 regional languages.

T8 WAt Sifira =me A HE1 % 3w foven & srdeTa # Wed &) Icargwar 39 I8 SR 3
14 &3 yruTef ¥ 989 g |

Mr. Shah also cornered Mr. Gandhi for being frequently absent from the House.

SifHd Mg A ga MR D) FeT T TR AFURRIT 7§ & forg o 2R

The resolution and the debate manifested a deeply fractured polity in need of urgent
corrective measures.

g TRATd 3R 989 U eI A faufora werifae soawn & gifd § SR aepra
FURTHS SUM B TG hdT 8|

The ruling majority and the Opposition must rise above partisanship and restore the
majesty of Parliament.

wmeﬁ?ﬁq&raﬁaﬁum&rﬁwwmaﬂmaﬁwﬁmm
|
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On the right to die with dignity

n an evening in 2013,

20-year-old Harish

Rana fell from the

fourth floor of his PG
accommodation and sustained
critical injuries. His condition
confined him to a bed while tubes
kept him on life support. Owing to
his Persistent Vegetative State
(PVS), he responded to no stimuli
around him and was largely
nursed by his parents, with
frequent visits to the hospital. Mr.
Rana’s closest friends and family,
who fondly describe him as
energetic and exuberant, were
faced with the agonising pain of
witnessing his stasis. His parents,
along with the doctors, devoted 13
years in tending to Mr. Rana, but
no improvement was seen.
Confronted with such despairing
circumstances, the parents moved
the Supreme Court to withdraw
life support, so that nature can be
allowed to take its course. What
followed was a pivotal discourse
on the import of life under Article
21 of our Constitution.

A respectable death
The Constitution’s tryst with ‘Right
to Life with dignity” was first laid
down in Gian Kaur vs State of
Punjab (1996) where the Supreme
Court held that ‘life’ under Article
21 included the right to live with
dignity. However, in Gian Kaur,
the Court opined that Article 21
did not include the right to die.
Fifteen years later, a similar
case reached the Supreme Court
when a young Aruna Shanbaug,
owing to a brutal sexual assault,
was left in PVS. Pinki Virani,
journalist, and human-rights
activist, petitioned the Supreme
Court as Aruna’s friend for
withdrawal of her life support.
Although under its own
circumstances, Virani’s plea was
rejected, it culminated in the
crucial decision of Aruna R.
Shanbaug vs Union of India (2011).
The Supreme Court drew
sustenance from foreign legal
frameworks and recognised
passive euthanasia in cases of
patients with terminal illness and
undergoing prolonged, but

Satvik Varma

is a senior advocate in
New Delhi. With
inputs from Shantanu
Parmar, advocate

The right of
refusal of
medical
treatment was
held to be a
manifestation of
dignity
intersecting with
privacy,
autonomy, and
self-
determination

ineffective treatment. Guidelines
were framed to bridge the
legislative gap, until Parliament
promulgated on the subject.
Additionally, the Law Commission
in 2006 and 2012, entered into an
in-depth examination of the
above-detailed issues and made
extensive observations. It reported
that withholding life support from
terminally ill patients should not
attract criminal liability if done in
pursuance of the “best interest of
the patient.”

The watershed moment on the
subject was the 2018 Constitution
Bench’s decision in Common
Cause vs Union of India. Armed
with developing jurisprudence on
the subject, the Supreme Court
unequivocally recognised and
permitted the withdrawal/
withholding of medical treatment
to fall within Article 21. The right
of refusal of medical treatment
was held to be a manifestation of
dignity intersecting with privacy,
autonomy, and self-determination.
This judgment provided extensive
guidelines and underwent certain
modifications in a similarly titled
2023 decision. These are now
cumulatively referred to as the
‘Common Cause guidelines’,
which rest on two core principles:
first, that the intervention in
question must qualify as “medical
treatment”; and second, that its
withdrawal must be strictly in the
patient’s “best interest.”

The Supreme Court embedded
various safeguards to prevent
misuse and a detailed procedure
involving opinions of primary and
secondary Medical Boards prior to
undertaking such decisions. The
legislative void was once again
highlighted by the Court and one
Judge expressed the “pious hope”
for legislative intervention. This
hope still lingers.

Case evaluation

The Harish Rana chronicle has
now reached its end with the
intervention by the Supreme
Court. Speaking through two
judges, who authored separate but
concurring judgments, the Court
allowed the withdrawal of life

16Mar. On the right to die with dignity

TRAT & JATY TRA & ATYPR W)

e On an evening in 2013, 20-year-old Harish Rana fell from the fourth floor of his PG
accommodation and sustained critical injuries.

2013 D1 Th UTH 20 I ZI 0 30 disit rarg o1 At wfore I IR 70 ik 3= il

A S|

support from Mr. Rana under the
Common Cause guidelines. Since
he relied on Clinically Assisted
Nutrition and Hydration (CANH),
the first question which required
consideration was whether CANH
qualified as ‘medical treatment.
To answer this, the Court noted
that the administration of CANH
requires careful and experienced
medical supervision. Since such
skills are only available by drawing
upon medical knowledge, and
owing to its continuous periodic
evaluation, emergency medical
management and supervision, it
was held to be ‘medical
treatment.” The second question
was whether the withdrawal of
CANH from Mr. Rana was in his
best interests. It held that ‘best
interests’ must be envisaged from
the lens of the stakeholders, who
are the next of kin and medical
boards. It was rightly opined that a
doctor’s duty to perform
treatment continues till it is
capable of “conferring some
therapeutic benefit.” When
recovery is impossible, the
continuation of treatment merely
prolongs biological existence
de-hors any benefits. It led to the
sole conclusion — withdrawal of
treatment which was noted to be
in Mr. Rana’s best interests.

A definitive end
“For in that sleep of death what
dreams may come, when we have
shuffled off this mortal coil, must
give us pause.” Through his prose,
the Bard cautioned that hesitation
about death stems from the
uncertainty of what comes after.
However, what is definitive is that
the ones who pass-on tend to live
through us. Harish Rana will soon
die. Yet, his contributions will
forever be etched in history and in
our constitutional jurisprudence.
And so, the advancement of
constitutional morality is not only
circumscribed to legislative
actions which reach the country at
large. It is also through addressing
uncomfortable issues that advance
the cause for humanity, even if
they concern just an indiscernible
minority.
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His condition confined him to a bed while tubes kept him on life support.

gﬁ@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂé%aﬁﬁ?wﬁﬁaﬁwaﬁ?qﬁ%mmﬁm&rﬁm“
|

Owing to his Persistent Vegetative State (PVS), he responded to no stimuli around him
and was largely nursed by his parents, with frequent visits to the hospital.

3! TITH gwufae AT & HRUN T MU & fhedt ff SxeHr w ufafear adf 3d &
iﬁﬁ?@gﬂ?éﬂ@wa@w@rmmﬁmmﬁmeﬂ,mutﬂamaa?aw-waﬁ
|

Mr. Rana’s closest friends and family, who fondly describe him as energetic and exuberant,
were faced with the agonising pain of witnessing his stasis.

St 10 & FMepead i 3R URaR, S 3 SHutar 3R IMET T §, ITDT (R HTRIT B
T F Herer® gHT I ToR B 3

His parents, along with the doctors, devoted 13 years in tending to Mr. Rana, but no
improvement was seen.

I AT1-UaT = STaexl & a1 firaey oft 3on &1 @y & 13 9 @ fu, afe #ig gur
Tl gam

Confronted with such despairing circumstances, the parents moved the Supreme Court to
withdraw life support, so that nature can be allowed to take its course.

o feRT=IeES uivfRuferat o1 e HRd T ATr-far = it #1¢ a1 39 fovar aifes
e Re® YoITel geTS &1 | 3R UPHfd &1 391 IRt ra= fam s | |

What followed was a pivotal discourse on the import of life under Article 21 of our
Constitution.

U 91G WU & TG 21 F 3idiid ofia- & Hgd WX UH HGqul [aH=i ga|

A respectable death
HHTASAP g

The Constitution’s tryst with ‘Right to Life with dignity’ was first laid down in Gian Kaur vs
State of Punjab (1996) where the Supreme Court held that ‘life’ under Article 21 included
the right to live with dignity.

gy & <1fear & a1y sfiaq & AfYST $T S@YRT Ugd IR M SR 90 USId Ied
(1996) T RN G5, S5l GUIH BIE 7 Hal [ w5 21 & Sertd Sia=T | THAT & |1y oA
o1 JfUBR A 3|

However, in Gian Kaur, the Court opined that Article 21 did not include the right to die.
Wmﬁmﬁwﬁw%aa%zm # mA F7 Sfrer wmfte T8 3
Fifteen years later, a similar case reached the Supreme Court when a young Aruna
Shanbaug, owing to a brutal sexual assault, was left in PVS.

Ugg 9y 91q, Qaﬁwwgﬁwaﬁéu@mwmw H A& O gud & RO
R Tufa® $EaRIT & Il TS|

Pinki Virani, journalist and human-rights activist, petitioned the Supreme Court as
Aruna’s friend for withdrawal of her life support.

TFER AR aFaRteR srfwdal e farrit 3 s & i & v & gifta #1¢ & ol
TR B 3R SHTREH FUITeRt g1 &1 AN ST

Although under its own circumstances, Virani’s plea was rejected, it culminated in the
crucial decision of Aruna R. Shanbaug vs Union of India (2011).

gTaifer IR & SR W R $t a1t SRAPR B ¢ 75, A ST S0 3R,
AN §9TH HRd 9Y (2011) &1 Agayul fAufg I sma)

The Supreme Court drew sustenance from foreign legal frameworks and recognised
passive euthanasia in cases of patients with terminal illness and undergoing prolonged
but ineffective treatment.

gftw #1¢ A faezht ST eal I IR A gU eRiTed St | 3% SiR da H | SrqHTd
IUER ¥ R @ AWl & qmal d fAfepa s & g 4

Guidelines were framed to bridge the legislative gap, until Parliament promulgated on
the subject.
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ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ@mﬁ%%ﬁmﬁ%ﬂmw, od d fob H9¢ 39 A WS =
9T ¢!

Additionally, the Law Commission in 2006 and 2012, entered into an in-depth examination
of the above-detailed issues and made extensive observations.

gH MfaReR fafer ST A 2006 3R 2012 H 39 Wel &1 6 Seaa b SR fawqa
fewforaT vega @11

It reported that withholding life support from terminally ill patients should not attract
criminal liability if done in pursuance of the “best interest of the patient.”

I Fel fob o Ter U @ AR 7S § sfia-Rere Yol gem W STRIRG g Tef
BT 9T, afe 98 vl & warwH faa & foar S|

The watershed moment on the subject was the 2018 Constitution Bench’s decision in
Common Cause vs Union of India.

39 favg R wgayul Ui 2018 W WAUT §id & H1U Hiet 910 R W° & F0 I S|

Armed with developing jurisprudence, the Supreme Court unequivocally recognised and
permitted the withdrawal or withholding of medical treatment to fall within Article 21.

9 Rd BT <TRI® SIS & SMYR W JHH B¢ 4 WY FU 3 fafeasia Iuar < aaa
A T B BT 3G 21 & Sfaid AT &l

The right of refusal of medical treatment was held to be a manifestation of dignity
intersecting with privacy, autonomy, and self-determination.

RIF®Ta ITIR A THR H &1 AUBR B 71, FHerar, Traar iR sirefvia &
1Y ST g 3T HIAT T

This judgment provided extensive guidelines and underwent certain modifications in a
similarly titled 2023 decision.

=9 fofa B farega fammfrdan faw mu oik a1g & 2023 & WA 2fide ard fAofa & 7 o
|=MreA fy U

These are now cumulatively referred to as the ‘Common Cause guidelines’, which rest on
two core principles.

39 T TMfRH U J BT PioT (GRS FHeT offd &, o ol T Ryegial IR St €|
First, that the intervention in question must qualify as “medical treatment”.

g, ¥afdd gway “fafecea SuarR” & 90 1 gH1 AUl

Second, that its withdrawal must be strictly in the patient’s “best interest.”

SR, 39 g &1 MU Gt TRg 7 & “watad fea” # g1 =ieq

The Supreme Court embedded various safeguards to prevent misuse and a detailed
procedure involving opinions of primary and secondary Medical Boards prior to
undertaking such decisions.

T P A GSUANT B ABA & AT 5 GRETHD WU 3R U7 favga wfshan ax Fuifd
foran e U Fofa o T ued wrafire ok fgdiue Rifre Sisf &t T smawaes gt

The legislative void was once again highlighted by the Court and one Judge expressed the
“pious hope” for legislative intervention.

I 3 T IR O faurdt fyadar &1 Ywifed foar ok te i 3 faurdt gwaau #t
“qfqT SMTRIT” Tad Bl |
This hope still lingers.

g amarm arft W i g R

Case evaluation

AA BT Tedied

The Harish Rana chronicle has now reached its end with the intervention by the Supreme
Court.

FRIRT IO Bt BT 3T JHH DI & ALY & 1Y 30 3fd dP Ugd s 5

Speaking through two judges, who authored separate but concurring judgments, the
Court allowed the withdrawal of life support from Mr. Rana under the Common Cause
guidelines.

3t TR 7 SreT-3renT AfehT Jeufa ara fAvfy forad gu e ra= wiw fernf=g=n & ded
oft TToTT Y SHaRer® WoITe! gem & Al 4|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 3



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Since he relied on Clinically Assisted Nutrition and Hydration (CANH), the first question
which required consideration was whether CANH qualified as ‘medical treatment.’

I 3 ffreel s gfe TS S139%M (CANH) R R 4, gafi ygen us g U1 fb
HT CANH &Y ‘Rifiia ITar’ |41 &1 ST 8|

To answer this, the Court noted that the administration of CANH requires careful and
experienced medical supervision.

YUY & IR | I A B8 fb CANH e & forg araurigd® oiik sgud fafesata
R smawae g1 2

Since such skills are only available by drawing upon medical knowledge, and owing to its
continuous periodic evaluation, emergency medical management and supervision, it
was held to be ‘medical treatment.’

Fife Tt ufsear Rifecret 31, fARaR geaieq, smurasTd Rifvcrea y&ee ok
R R serfa gt &, sufoT ¥ Rl Suare 7 M

The second question was whether the withdrawal of CANH from Mr. Rana was in his best
interests.

TIRT Uy T8 T o a1 oft J10T | CANH §eTHT 3% gatad fga J T

It held that ‘best interests’ must be envisaged from the lens of the stakeholders, who are
the next of kin and medical boards.

ST A gl & qaiaH g BT e ffayR®! & @1 | fbar sn anfg, S
af¥er 3R feifere a1 it

It was rightly opined that a doctor’s duty to perform treatment continues till it is capable
of “conferring some therapeutic benefit.”

Ig T ¥ Y HgT T4 foh STdex BT IUIR R $T gIAE q9 qP IR} 39T ¢ o7 b ST
5o fafeia arvr fird @1 Jure gl

When recovery is impossible, the continuation of treatment merely prolongs biological
existence without any benefits.

e WY BT YT B, 76 SUAR SR} RGT Hhad Afde AfRica &1 9grdT 8 3R IT B
qIfa® A1 81 gl

It led to the sole conclusion — withdrawal of treatment, which was noted to be in Mr.
Rana’s best interests.

T THUE (pY (Hhal — SUAR DI I19H T, ol 9 I700 & Faraw fga & 7= T

A definitive end

ue fAfda sid

“For in that sleep of death what dreams may come, when we have shuffled off this mortal
coil, must give us pause.” )

“Fifh oG D1 3T g H B J TW MM, 57 1 3 YR IR $I AW 371, 78 faaR 5o
S8 TR HSTqR P12

Through his prose, the Bard cautioned that hesitation about death stems from the
uncertainty of what comes after.

30 WIfg & H1egd Y g™ Hfd A =ara- 4l f gg & ufal feafearge 39 arg o= areft
iffiaar & I g B

However, what is definitive is that the ones who pass on tend to live through us.

gIaiite g5 ff¥a g i S & gfrar & =@ o §, 3 5wt wfoal & <fifaa 38§

Harish Rana will soon die.

g rom 2w & Heg @ uTe g

Yet, his contributions will forever be etched in history and in our constitutional
jurisprudence.

R ot ST AhTE sfaer 3Nk ) Haufe =arasmea § g 3ifpa @

And so, the advancement of constitutional morality is not only circumscribed to legislative
actions which reach the country at large.

mﬁwmﬁmmﬁﬁwmﬁwmqﬁ%ﬁﬁhw
|
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e ltis also through addressing uncomfortable issues that advance the cause for humanity,
even if they concern just an indiscernible minority.

Ig 378 Y| ) TaIRa H31 & ureay J ot areaar & R &) omt 9grdt 8, 4d 8 d Haa
TP B 3R W UHEIP ol § Tafdd g
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UPSC'’s new rule: SC nod must for delay in choosing State DGPs

UPSC T =T 9 39 DGP & 79 § ¢t & forg sc & wisdt sl

UPSC’s new rule: SC
nod must for delay in
choosing State DGPs

Attorney-General says that there is no provision for UPSC to condone

such inordinate delay and proceed as if no irregularity had occurred

L

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

he Union Public
TService Commis-
sion (UPSC) has re-

vised the rules for the em-
panelment  of  State
Director-General of Police
and Head of Police Force.

The State governments
will now have to get the
consent of the Supreme
Court for any delay in sub-
mitting the list of DGP-rank
officers to the UPSC for em-
panelment.

While disposing of an in-
terlocutory  application
moved by the Union Home
Ministry, the Supreme
Court had ruled that States
should send their propo-
sals in anticipation of the
vacancies to the UPSC well
in time — at least three
months prior to the date of
retirement of the incum-
bent on the post of DGP.

It also ordered that
“none of the States shall ev-
er conceive of the idea of
appointing any person on
the post of Director-Gener-
al of Police on acting basis
for there is no concept of
acting Director-General of
Police as per the decision
in Prakash Singh’s case”.

With many States delay-
ing the process of sending

Te UPSC has revised the rules for the empanelment of Sfate

=l
1

Director-General of Police and Head of Police Force. GETTY IMAGES

proposals for shortlisting
the names of three DGPs to
the top post for various
reasons and some appoint-
ing Acting DGPs, the UPSC
sought legal opinion in the
matter.

The UPSC said “it is ob-
served that many States
have been submitting the
proposals for convening
the Empanelment Com-
mittee Meeting in violation
of the Supreme Court
directions”.

Attorney-General  R.
Venkataramani  opined
that the delay by the State
government in forwarding
names for empanelment
was “excessive”.

“On examining the ap-
plicable rules and prece-
dents, I find no provision
empowering the UPSC to

condone such inordinate
delay and then proceed as
though no irregularity had
occurred, ultimately re-
commending a panel of
DGP;” he said.

The State government
should have first come to
Supreme Court in case of
any difficulty. The more
appropriate course, there-
fore, would be to require
the State to seek leave or
clarification from the Su-
preme Court, he noted.

Amending its earlier or-
ders, the UPSC said the
States shall seek leave or
clarification from the Su-
preme Court for delayed
submission except death,
resignation or premature
relieving of DGP in accor-
dance with the top court
judgment.

16Mar. UPSC’s new rule: SC
nod must for delay in
choosing State DGPs

UPSC T =141 f9199: I=9
DGP & 99+ # &3t & fere sc
P TRl SRt

e The Attorney-General says
that there is no provision for UPSC
to condone such inordinate delay
and proceed as if no irregularity
had occurred.
SETHI-o-IRe A Fel b UPSC &
U U S fere &t &l 7 A
3R U 311 9¢ BT BIs WraY™ el
g O BIs ifrafiaar gs gt A

e The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) has revised
the rules for the empanelment of
State Director-General of Police
and Head of Police Force.

Y AP |aT STIRT (UPSC) 7 3T

gfer werfewe ik yferd s«
THE & U 99 & Al § e
fear gl

e The State governments will
now have to get the consent of the
Supreme Court for any delay in
submitting the list of DGP-rank
officers to the UPSC for
empanelment.

31§ o9 PRI BT UPSC HI Ud
¥ fore pep ¥ siftretial &t
Yo # fordll ot 38 & forw it +1E
1 Ho! ot B

e  While disposing of an
interlocutory application moved by
the Union Home Ministry, the
Supreme Court had ruled that
States should send their proposals
in anticipation of the vacancies to the
UPSC well in time.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 5



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

FHERT T8 TATET GRT SRR AT ATdeT &1 FUeRT FXd gU GUT P - ol U s el &
Rl Bt U1 BT G&d U T I§d UPSC I URdTd WofAT A1
At least three months prior to the date of retirement of the incumbent on the post of DGP.

;%% DGP UG R HRRA SR & Jar-ghd ! fafd ¥ &8 § $F &9 7eiH ugd Il
!

It also ordered that “none of the States shall ever conceive of the idea of appointing any
person on the post of Director-General of Police on acting basis.

3feTed = g8 Y e fon for 13 +ft 3oy PriaTe® YR W YR weIfHewe Fgad &
F1 fqaR ft T |
For there is no concept of acting Director-General of Police as per the decision in Prakash
Singh’s case”.
gﬁ%mﬁgnﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%wmmmﬁﬁ 3GYRUN e

I
With many States delaying the process of sending proposals for shortlisting the names of
three DGPs to the top post for various reasons.

o3 Isdl gRT FAfid RN | @9 Dep & A & it Wom #1 uftear & 38 &1 o & o
And some appointing Acting DGPs, the UPSC sought legal opinion in the matter.

IR $& Il gRI BTIATEP DGP Mgad [T M WR UPSC A 50 A § ST I T M|
The UPSC said “it is observed that many States have been submitting the proposals for
convening the Empanelment Committee Meeting in violation of the Supreme Court
directions”.

UPSC 3 %gl, “U8 <1 71 ¢ fob &5 Ty THIFade $AS B 3% - & Tard Hid &1
¥ =N &1 IewuT TRA U AT W &1
Attorney-General R. Venkataramani opined that the delay by the State government in
forwarding names for empanelment was “excessive”.

TS RE MR, dHeAMNN = gl o I PR gRI THHeHE & forg Ary dom & 3§
“AfID” B
“On examining the applicable rules and precedents, | find no provision empowering the
UPSC to condone such inordinate delay.

35 Fel, “an] At iR qRa ISIERUN 3T Jig B IR gof UHT Pis WrayT e e o
UPSC ﬁﬁﬁam%aﬁﬁwmﬁwaﬁwém@

And then proceed as though no irregularity had occurred, ultimately recommending a panel
of DGP,” he said.

IR IR T T 9¢ o Sl Sferafiaar 781 g3 81 ok sidd: DGP &1 U9 d g <1’

The State government should have first come to the Supreme Court in case of any
difficulty.

forddl 1 HISTE B U H o9 TRPR $I Ugel GHH BIE & U 37T 11T T
The more appropriate course, therefore, would be to require the State to seek leave or
clarification from the Supreme Court, he noted.

ST S1f% Iugad i1 I8 ghT foh Ied T P T rgafa a1 TS0 U 3, 51
Dzl

Amending its earlier orders, the UPSC said the States shall seek leave or clarification from
the Supreme Court for delayed submission.

30 Ugd & MG H TR HRd §U UPSC = Hgl b Iwl I <=1 J URATd HolH o Hoa o
gia ®Id T srgafa a1 s T o1 gl

Except death, resignation or premature relieving of DGP in accordance with the top court
judgment.

gIailics DGP P1 g, SHIGT 41 WY | Ugdl UG & Yo fp o o1 Rufa # gl 91 &
fofa & 3R sare B
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16Mar | India-EU ties in focus as Jaishankar visits Brussels
SURIHR b FAE S} b SR HRA-EU Ta8 TR Bidd
16Mar | Trump’s tenure sees highest external attacks in a decade
< & HTAPTA U TP X1 | g e el gva
16Mar | Double standard in treating Iran, Israel may push countries to pursue
nukes
3 3R ORI & HIY GeR § SIgT HIUGS =N &1 TRHTY] BRI
D1 3R UPT THdT &
India-EU ties 16Mar. India-EU ties in focus as Jaishankar visits Brussels
in focus as SARHR & FAE ¥ b SR HRA-EU Jael TR Bied
Ji.ll.Shal‘lkEI]‘ e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Sunday kickstarted a
visits Brussels two-day visit to Brussels for talks with his counterparts from member states
ESNNEN of European Union. _
Press Trustof India fag= wt go. SO A If9aR 3 ghed 31 &) feawiia armn & @1, S-i

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Sunday kick-
started a two-day visit to
Brussels for talks with his
counterparts from mem-
ber states of European
Union.

It is the first high-level
visit from India to Brussels-
headquartered EU after
the two sides firmed up a
landmark Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) in
January.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry said Mr. Jaishankar is
travelling to the capital of
Belgium at the invitation of
EU High Representative
and Vice-President Kaja
Kallas to interact with Fo-
reign Ministers of the 27
member states of the bloc
at its Foreign Affairs Coun-
cil Meeting.

“During the visit, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister will
also hold meetings with
the leadership of the Euro-
pean Union, and his coun-
terparts from Belgium and
other EU member states,”
the Ministry said. “The vi-
sit of the External Affairs
Minister coming soon after
the historic 16th India-EU
summit is expected to
further deepen India’s stra-
tegic partnership with the
European Union,” it said.

As the visit is taking
place amid the Iran-U.S.
conflict, the two sides
might deliberate on the
flow of energy.

TR WY (EU) & G <=0 & 30 JHGEN & 1Y Sradid B |

e ltis the first high-level visit from India to Brussels-headquartered
EU after the two sides firmed up a landmark Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in
January.
Ig URd DI 3R A Ul I W ST § gaed UG GV 9 &1, 57d gt
geft A et § eI Yo SaTuR AHSNET (FTA) a3 foar ol

e The External Affairs Ministry said Mr. Jaishankar is travelling to the
capital of Belgium at the invitation of EU High Representative and Vice-
President Kaja Kallas.
fad=r wamera = Fe1 o o Saxiar dfcsras &Y eyt & 9= EU Y S|
wfafAfr 3R IJuTeaes HTo Fard & A R HR @ B

e Tointeract with Foreign Ministers of the 27 member states of the
bloc at its Foreign Affairs Council Meeting.
I 3 27 Yo N & A= Uil & w1 BRA rbui S1eRia &Y 5 o
Sdid B Gb |

e “During the visit, the External Affairs Minister will also hold meetings
with the leadership of the European Union.
‘S g1 & SR A Wit R W9 & Aqgad & 1y +ff o5 B3|

e And his counterparts from Belgium and other EU member states,”
the Ministry said.
3R SfTaH qUT 37T EU ST &=1t & 30 I ael  off firdld,” s =
Eall

e “The visit of the External Affairs Minister coming soon after the
historic 16th India-EU summit is expected to further deepen India’s strategic
partnership with the European Union,” it said.

“VfergTRI® 16d YRA-EU RREX TW@a & q¥d a1c faesr w0 &t ag am
gﬁmw%wumﬁwﬁmmaﬁﬁ?mmﬁm%f
FET|

e As the visit is taking place amid the Iran-U.S. conflict, the two sides
might deliberate on the flow of energy

3 T8 a1 SRT- R wud 3 i 91 ¥ 2, R A g St amafd &
Yare R i faeR o I&d g1
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Trump’s tenure sees highest external attacks in a decade

Contrary to President Donald Trump’s promises, US. interventions resulted in at least a thousand fatalities in 2025

| DATA POINT |

Nitika Francis
Sambavi Parthasarathy

hen U.S. President Do-
W nald Trump came into
power for the second

time in January last year, he
claimed that his proudest legacy
would be that of a “peacemaker
and unifier”. In the initial months
after his inauguration, Mr. Trump
also openly lobbied for winning
the Nobel Peace Prize. Yet, con-
trary to his words, the legacy of
Mr. Trump during his second te-
nure has seen an explosion in hos-
tile actions, euphemistically
termed ‘coercive diplomacy’, the
‘Donroe Doctrine’ etc. besides mil-
itary operations that have exacer-
bated conflicts across the world.

Increase in attacks

In fact, data maintained by the
Armed Conflict Location and
Event Data Project (ACLED) show
that Mr. Trump’s second tenure
has seen the highest number of ex-
ternal interventions by the U.S.
forces and resultant casualties in
the last 15 years. An analysis of ex-
ternal interventions by the US.
shows that the first year of Mr.
Trump’s second term saw at least
663 military intervention events
(air strikes, attacks, disruptions by
weapons use) in other sovereign
nations. In 2025 alone, the U.S’s
external attacks surged by almost
50% compared to 2024.

This is even higher than the
number of such interventions re-
corded during his first presidential
term between 2017 and 2021
While the final year of the Joe Bi-
den administration also saw a high
number of such interventions with
453 events, the numbers surged
further under Mr. Trump, in stark
contrast to his promises of ending
foreign wars (Chart 1).

Data show that between 2011
and 2014, the highest share of US.
involvement was seen in South
Asia, specifically in Pakistan. Ho-

wever, in the last five years, the
U.S’s involvement increased dra-
matically in West Asia and eastern
Africa, specifically in Yemen and
Somalia (Chart 2). Yemen ac-
counted for almost 60% of the
U.S.’s external attacks in the last 10
years, resulting in more than 1,400
fatalities. While the U.S. began its
attacks on Yemen in 2002, follow-
ing the 9/11 attacks, the interven-
tions increased after the collapse
of the Yemeni government in early
2015.

In 2025, President Donald
Trump initiated significant mili-
tary strikes on the Houthis, mark-
ing the largest U.S. operation in the
region since he took office. The
US. vowed to continue these at-
tacks as long as the Houthis con-
ducted attacks on shipping lanes
in the Red Sea.

The situation was more dire in
Somalia, which accounted for
close to 30% of the U.S’s external
attacks. Since 2015, the U.S.s en-
gagements have resulted in more
than 4,000 fatalities.

In 2020, at the time of his first
administration, Mr. Trump had or-
dered the Pentagon to withdraw
most U.S. troops from Somalia,
where they were deployed in an
extended fight against the al-Sha-
bab, an al-Qaeda affiliate. Mr. Bi-
den, who took office after Mr.
Trump, reversed this order in
2022. However, the current admi-
nistration under Mr. Trump has
not shown any indication of revert-
ing to the earlier Trump order. The
USS. forces have engaged in more
than 150 attacks in Somalia since
2025, almost half the total number
of attacks carried out during Mr.
Trump’s entire first term.

In his inaugural speech last
year, Mr Trump said, “We will
measure our success not only by
the battles we win but also by the
wars that we end and perhaps
most importantly, the wars we
never get into.”

Bloody regime
Mr. Trump has only contradicted

himself by getting the U.S. involved

in Israel’s wars on Iran. Even Mr.
Trump is unsure of how these hos-
tilities will end.

An analysis by the Centre for
Strategic and International Studies
pointed out that though the recent
U.S. military presence in West Asia
is at its highest level since the 2003
invasion of Iraq, it is inadequate in
the size and capabilities required
for major combat or regime
change. Last August, claiming cre-
dit for settling the India-Pakistan
tensions, Mr. Trump said, “I love
saving lives...And you know, when
you save lives, you really end up
having a peaceful world.”

Data contradict this too. Mr.
Trump’s first year of his second
term has left the country with
more blood on its hands than any
other President’s term in the past
15 years.

Last year was the most severe in
terms of fatalities, with at least a
thousand people being killed by
U.S.-led forces (Chart 3). This is
significantly higher than the death
toll due to interventions in each of
the preceding four years. The
U.S’s joint attacks with Israel too
have come at a severe human cost
with reports stating thousands of
casualties.

Domestic sensibilities
Mr. Trump’s idea of peace is un-
popular even among Americans. A
Reuters poll found that more than
40% of Americans disapproved of
Mr. Trump’s attack on Iran.

A similar sentiment was ob-
served earlier this year when
American forces invaded

turmoil

The data for the

charts were sourced
from the Armed
Conflict Location
and Event Data
Project. Data

for 2026 is as of
March 8, 2026

CHART 1: Year-wise number of attacks engaged by the U.S. beyond its borders

The first year of Mr. Trump’s second
600 term saw at least 663 military

intervention events. In 2025 alone,

the U.S.’s external attacks surged by
400 almost 50% compared to 2024
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CHART 2: The region-wise number of attacks engaged by the U.S. In the last five
years, the U.S/s involvement increased in West Asia and eastern Africa

Yemen accounted for almost 60%

600
of the U.5’s external attacks in
the last 10 years, resulting in
more than 1,400 fatalities

400
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la, the most dramatic U.S. inter-
vention in Latin America since the
1989 Panama invasion, in which
close to 200 American troops en-
tered Caracas.

Earlier this year, Mr. Trump
stated in an interview with The
New York Times that his morality
was the only limit to his power,
and only his mind could stop him
from exerting it. With data con-
tradicting his man;

CHART 3: Year-wise number of fatalities in attacks engaged by the U.S. Last year
at least a thousand people were killed by U.S.-led forces
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this might be the one that still rings
true.
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16Mar. Trump’s tenure sees highest external attacks in a decade

T & HRABTA A TP P H T 3ffUe arest sva

e When U.S. President Donald Trump came into power for the second time in January last
year, he claimed that his proudest legacy would be that of a “peacemaker and unifier.”
e 3fvet Ipufa SHTes ¢u fUod oy oast # gl IR |1 # 3y, df 3= ardl fovar fos
B! Ao TS [aRId U “RMifagd 3R TPtwat” of ght|

e Inthe initial months after his inauguration, Mr. Trump also openly lobbied for winning the
Nobel Peace Prize.
MUY YEUT & YT EHI J ¢U A FAiad ifd REPR Siaq & oy gaas g off feu)

e Yet, contrary to his words, the legacy of Mr. Trump during his second tenure has seen an
explosion in hostile actions, euphemistically termed ‘coercive diplomacy’ and the
‘Donroe Doctrine’, besides military operations that have exacerbated conflicts across

the world.

Afs 37 egl & fAuRId gk drddTa | ¢u @ faRraa o
g R o Twt &t

Increase in attacks

ghal H gf3

AUl HRarsal § Ui g

» IR BRI Rigiar S A fou 71w, g &€ 9= = =
T
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Data maintained by the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) show
that Trump’s second tenure has seen the highest number of external interventions by
U.S. forces and resultant casualties in the last 15 years.
TS FIT-Ude AR TS gde el UIuide & 3idHs! & IJUR ¢U & gar dri®d | fUsd
?1{5 aut & st Selt gRT Wad Sfte aTedt gXAY Sfik SHH §1A areh Hid o i T8

I
An analysis of external interventions by the U.S. shows that the first year of Trump’s
second term saw at least 663 military intervention events including air strikes, attacks,
and disruptions by weapons use in other sovereign nations.
SR F JTEt A= TG & FAAWOr § U1 Il § fob ¢U & gk SRIGIa & ugd 99 o
663 V=T TXA&Y TeIE ol ! 7T, S8 gaTs gHd, SHPHYT 3R FRART & IuaiT I
QYT AT U
In 2025 alone, the U.S.’s external attacks surged by almost 50% compared to 2024.
&Had 2025 ® g, SMANDT & qredt el # 2024 BT A H TUIT 50% Bt g 53|
This number is even higher than the interventions recorded during Trump’s first
presidential term between 2017 and 2021.
UE TWIT 2017-2021 F S ¢U & UG APURT HrdwTa & gof geaaral 3 off aifire 21
While the final year of Joe Biden’s administration also saw a high number of
interventions with 453 events, the numbers surged further under Trump, contradicting his
promise of ending foreign wars.
BTl il aTge URITH & 3ifaw af & +ft 453 sxaau gead oof g3 ff, Afp7dud
PG # A YW1 3R 9¢ 78, of fae=ft g=i &) G #1 & 39 a1e & faudia ol
Data show that between 2011 and 2014, the highest share of U.S. involvement was seen
in South Asia, particularly in Pakistan.
3fiepS I & fb 2011 A 2014 F &= AP gwady &1 T 3iftre e gféror ulkmr,
faRiyeR urfar ® < |
However, in the last five years, the U.S.’s involvement increased dramatically in West
Asia and eastern Africa, especially in Yemen and Somalia.
A fUrod ura auf & s@fie &t ufd Tiw ok qdf enple, fasives au= ik Jarferr
T Yt STHY 9¢ TS|
Yemen accounted for almost 60% of the U.S.’s external attacks in the last 10 years,
resulting in more than 1,400 fatalities.
T o fUsd 10 quf # SRS a1edt gual &1 T 60% gafT, ™ 1,400 | Siftres &
PTG
While the U.S. began its attacks on Yemen in 2002, following the 9/11 attacks, the
interventions increased after the collapse of the Yemeni government in early 2015.
gTale ARSI A 2002 H 9/11 FHA!T & T1¢ THF W §HA Y= ($T, A 2015 Pt Iro3ma A
Ut TRHR & Ua= & 91 s 3R 9¢ Y|
In 2025, President Donald Trump initiated significant military strikes on the Houthis,
marking the largest U.S. operation in the region since he took office.
2025 ¥ TPUFd SHATES ¢U 7 ol [Asifedl I 98 99 59 [ (HT, Sl S5 PRIUR
TUTEA & a1 39 &F | SWRGT BT Ta9 T3T A7 A 7|
The U.S. vowed to continue these attacks as long as the Houthis attacked shipping
lanes in the Red Sea.

SAN®T 7 Ty &} fF 9 9 gl AT IR § TYE a0 W g0 Hd @A, 99 a% T A
U SR R |

The situation was more dire in Somalia, which accounted for close to 30% of the U.S.’s
external attacks.

fRufa aarferar & SR i TR o, <51 ST & AU 309 aTet g9d §U
Since 2015, the U.S.’s engagements in Somalia have resulted in more than 4,000
fatalities.

2015 |, WrwTferar & MR eXa&T I HRIT 4,000 F 3t TN F Wi & IH! 2

U.S. M|I|tary Interventions and Donald Trump’s Second Term

U P g PRIPTA | AN 4 w8y
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In 2020, during his first administration, Donald Trump ordered the Pentagon to withdraw
most U.S. troops from Somalia, where they were deployed in an extended fight against al-
Shabab, an al-Qaeda affiliate.

2020 ®, 30 UgA HRIBTA & SR SHIES €U 2 Y & Jrarferar § siftraizr smfyst
AP B IUT FAM FT S 37 U1, ST d -1, S AA-BTAGT | FST TS 7, &
fgew d9 gH 9 s § aF1d U1

Joe Biden, who took office after Trump, reversed this order in 2022.

SN g1, fS8IA U & 91 Ug JUTET, 7 2022 H 59 3R &I uare fear|

However, the current administration under Trump has shown no indication of reverting
to the earlier withdrawal order.

ﬁ@%mﬂwﬁuﬁaﬁﬁ%mmaﬁmwmaﬁémqﬁ
|

The U.S. forces have engaged in more than 150 attacks in Somalia since 2025, almost
half the total number of attacks carried out during Trump’s entire first term.

2025 & 3 a® RSt 13f A TATerar & 150 | Hfd gu fHU, o €U & @ ugad
PrIFTd A U HA U & THT MY & RISR B |

In his inaugural speech last year, Trump said: “We will measure our success not only
by the battles we win but also by the wars that we end and perhaps most importantly,
the wars we never get into.”

fUBd 99 oMU MUY UGUT UTWOT H SU = FHgT T: “8H MU= B adl &I Had sild! T3 dS3al
ﬁ%ﬁmﬁwg@ﬁﬁvﬂ%@wwﬁﬁmmﬂﬁﬁﬁw$m
m qﬁmﬁ'l”

Bloody regime

RULE]

Trump has contradicted himself by getting the U.S. involved in Israel’s wars with Iran.

U Y ARSI B I F 1Y IR S Gl § AT B WG & HYA! 1 Ry fHar g
Even Trump himself appears unsure about how these hostilities will end.

Tgl % b 3 g ot 39 wuy & o &1 aer SifAfdya fears ¢a §1

An analysis by the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) pointed out that
although the recent U.S. military presence in West Asia is the highest since the 2003
invasion of Iraq, itis still insufficient in size and capability for major combat or regime
change.

Fe3 BIR W T8 §evd WS & fAzavur & SaR ufdw ufkmar # gra &1 smfvat
J=Y STHIGST 2003 & 3P ATHHUT & 91 T4 HRIP 8, AP I8 98 g a1 I uRkadd
¥ g vafw 98 21

Last August, while claiming credit for defusing India-Pakistan tensions, Trump said: “I
love saving lives... when you save lives, you really end up having a peaceful world.”
U ST T URA-UIfH&IT TG HH BRI BT 49 Ad U U A Dol U “Hgl AT Dt o
T URIG §... 9 37U Sfta=T 991d § l idd: gf-ran xrifagel st 817

However, data contradict these claims.

gIailich 3ipS g qTal T WST Hd 8|

The first year of Trump’s second term has left the U.S. with more blood on its hands
than any other President’s term in the last 15 years.

U P GO BRIPTA DT Ugal a9 U 15 qut & fuft off Tgufa & sriera o gamm 9
SfRIP IFUTd A ST @1 B

Last year was the most severe in terms of fatalities, with at least 1,000 people killed by
U.S.-led forces.

fUreer a4 didl & A & gad 1R g, o sAfvat Aqea areft I3 gRT $0 A $U
1,000 ST &Y WA g3 |

This number is significantly higher than the fatalities recorded in the previous four
years.

Ig T fUod ar auf ® gof didl &) ga-n 3 s1wt ¥ 2|
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e The U.S.’s joint attacks with Israel also caused severe human losses, with thousands of
casualties reported.

SAN®T 3R ITRIS F Tgad gral O Ht U ardty afa g2, S okl @ & gared
g P RO

Domestic sensibilities

TR SAHTEATY

e Trump’s idea of peace is unpopular even among Americans.
U I ifa $t uRON WH smfkfeal & ot off sratwiia g

e A Reuters poll found that more than 40% of Americans disapproved of Trump’s attack
on lran.

TS e Ga&or § R T 5 40% W Siftd Mt du d M R A A sRigHd 3

e A similar reaction was seen earlier this year when U.S. forces invaded Venezuela, the most
dramatic U.S. intervention in Latin America since the 1989 Panama invasion.
St TR @1 ufaferar 59 au off <t T o9 it Seai A dAguar | gvaa faar, o
1989 & UATHT 3THHUT F 916 Afe 3ARHT # Uad g1 3iR®! gwaay Ul

¢ In that operation, nearly 200 American troops entered Caracas.
I I § AT 200 SARP A6 FRIHT A Haw fHu)

e Earlier this year, Trump said in an interview with The New York Times that his morality was
the only limit to his power, and only his own mind could stop him from exercising it.
waﬁﬁw&nﬁﬁzmmﬁﬁqu&mﬁmﬁwﬁ?mﬁaﬁ
THATT HHT P! AP 8, iR Fad ITHT W T U &1 I8 STBT ST H A AP
P & |

e With data contradicting many of his statements, this might be the one statement that still
rings true.
ﬁ;ﬁmﬁsw{mﬁm@mmﬁi%wwﬁw¢w%ﬁe{m ot o

I
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Double standard in treating Iran, Israel
may push countries to pursue nukes

Iran which never had a nuclear weapon but only an enrichment programme is being hounded, while Israel which is believed to have a significant

nuclear arsenal does not even face a scrutiny; such an approach and a diminishing trust in US. guarantee of protection have made countries rethink

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sharmada
Venkatasubramanian

n March 2, two

days after Israel

and the US. at-
tacked Iran, triggering a
war in West Asia, French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron announced the ex-
pansion of France’s nu-
clear arsenal. While the
two events are not directly
related, the two are part of
the same phenomenon: In
today’s world, marked by
conflicts and weakening of
international law, nuclear
weapons look more attrac-
tive than ever as a means of
deterrence. Yet, there is an
underlying double stan-
dard in how different coun-
tries are treated under the
global nuclear order.

In June 2025, Israel
launched massive attacks
on the heart of Iran’s nu-
clear and military struc-
ture, killing key officers
and scientists, claiming it
to be a necessary step be-
fore its adversary got any
closer to building an atom-
ic weapon — Iran has al-
ways maintained that its
nuclear programme is for
peaceful purposes.

Several of Iran’s top pol-
itical, spiritual, military
leaders and scientists were
targeted by Israel, both in
the June 2025 conflict and
the February-March 2026
war. Yet, on the other
hand, Israel, which pos-
sesses nuclear weapons,
faces no inspections, sanc-
tions or international pres-
sure. While countries like
Iran, which are considered
adversaries of the West,
face sanctions and attacks
despite signing nuclear
treaties, U.S. allies such as
Israel are well protected

despite not being party to
the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT) and not
accepting  International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) safeguards on its
principle nuclear
activities.

While the stated objec-
tive of these strikes was to
prevent Iran from creating
nuclear weapons, it raises
a bigger question about
how the global nuclear or-
der functions, and wheth-
er its rules apply evenly to
all countries.

Global nuclear order
The modern global nuclear
order is governed by the
Treaty on the Non-Prolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT), which came into be-
ing in 1970. The main aim
of this treaty was to pre-
vent the spread of nuclear
weapons while promoting
peaceful use of nuclear
energy. This created a sys-
tem under which five
countries are recognised
as nuclear-weapon states,
while the other signatories
agree not to pursue nu-
clear weapon technology,
in exchange for access to
peaceful nuclear technolo-
gy, and a commitment by
nuclear countries to work
towards complete nuclear
disarmament. The five
countries are the U.S., Rus-
sia, China, Britain and
France, and including
these, a total of 191 coun-
tries are signatories.
Among the 191 countries is
Iran, while Israel has not
signed the NPT and is not
party to this treaty, main-
taining its long-standing
policy of nuclear
ambiguity.

As per the treaty, Iran is
allowed to pursue civilian
nuclear technology under
the monitoring of IAEA.
The Vienna-based IAEA

Israelis not a signatory to the NPT nor does it face international
inspections of its nuclear programme. GETTY IMAGES

conducts inspections, ana-
lysing samples and moni-
toring cameras at over 900
sites worldwide to detect
diversion. However, the
system is known for its
long standing inconsisten-
cies. Over the years, many
countries have developed
nuclear weapons outside
the treaty framework.
Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme is what experts
have called a “threshold”
nuclear strategy. Officially,
Iran’s government has
maintained that they are
not seeking to acquire a nu-
clear weapon and that its
late Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei issued
a fatwa, or religious edict,
against acquiring one. Yet,
Iran has developed a stock-
pile of highly enriched ura-
nium. According to several
analysts, Iran was seeking
to use its status as a
“threshold” state to its ad-
vantage in negotiations
without incurring the di-
plomatic costs of actually
making nuclear weapons.
Over the years, Iran’s
nuclear programme has
led to various sanctions,
and this, coupled with the
government’s mismanage-
ment, has led to dire eco-
nomic crises in the coun-
try. And now, in this recent

crisis in Iran, two nuclear
powers, the U.S. and Israel,
are overwhelming the de-
fences of a country that
clearly had a nuclear en-
richment programme but
never actually had a nu-
clear weapon.

Over the years, Israel
has always remained am-
biguous about the posses-
sion of nuclear weapons,
having neither accepted
nor denied it. However, ex-
perts believe they have a
significant nuclear arsenal.
The America-based Centre
for Arms Control and Non-
Proliferation states that Is-
rael possesses about 90
plutonium-based nuclear
warheads and has pro-
duced enough plutonium
for 100200 weapons. Des-
pite this, unlike Iran, Israel
is not subject to interna-
tional inspections of its nu-
clear programme nor is it a
signatory to the 1970
treaty.

The talks around nu-
clear weapons are not li-
mited to West Asia alone.
Europe is dealing with its
own nuclear discussions.
French President Emma-
nuel Macron and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
have already talked about a
“European nuclear deter-
rent” during the Munich

Security Conference in late
February. This marks a
clear pivot from post-Cold
War denuclearisation
dreams of the last few
decades.

He also stated that for
the first time ever, France
would permit its nuclear-
armed aircraft to be sta-
tioned in other European
countries; however, it
would retain complete
control over the use of its
nuclear arsenal. Although
several countries host
American weapons on
their soil, France is the on-
ly state in the EU with its
own nuclear weapons.

Most of the European
countries are part of North
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO); therefore, in
theory, they are protected
under the US. nuclear
“umbrella”. However, the
very fact that Germany is
considering an alliance un-
der France’s nuclear um-
brella speaks volumes
about the lack of trust in
the “Umbrella” provided
by the U.S., which has al-
ready been compromised
under U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s ‘America
First’ foreign policy.

New nuclear era
Especially now, the crisis
in West Asia has probably
not helped to ease the con-
cerns of Europeans about
America’s reliability as a
partner in terms of securi-
ty. France may not be the
only European country
making renewed nuclear
plans. Polish Prime Minis-
ter Donald Tusk indicated
last week that Poland, at
the epicentre of tensions
between Russia and Eu-
rope, may eventually fol-
low suit in developing nu-
clear weapons.

These developments are
coming at a time when the

international architecture
of arms control is in a state
of disarray. Several of the
treaties that were signed
during the Cold War bet-
ween Russia and the U.S.
have ceased to be in force
in recent years, removing
important limits on nu-
clear arsenals. The expira-
tion of the last agreement
between the U.S. and Rus-
sia, New START, last month
is just the latest sign of the
world entering a new nu-
clear age, in which the
numbers of these weapons
are rising, as are the
threats of their use.

At the same time, China
is expanding its nuclear ar-
senal at a rapid pace, and
Russia is raising the spectre
of a nuclear war in Uk-
raine. In the past, the U.S.
often worked towards pre-
venting other countries
from creating nuclear wea-
pons. However, the coun-
try’s recent foreign policy
‘might make the acquisition
of nuclear weapons more
attractive than ever.

The ongoing conflict in
West Asia is likely to in-
fluence the approach taken
by other countries towards
nuclear deterrence. More-
over, the perception of
double standards in the
global approach to nuclear
weapons is also likely to
add more problems to the
efforts aimed at controlling
the proliferation of these
‘weapons.

From the battlefields of
‘West Asia to the strategic
think tanks of Europe and
East Asia, nuclear weapons
are again at the core of glo-
bal security calculations.
The challenge for the glo-
bal community will be
whether, or not, it can re-
cover the credibility of the
global non-proliferation re-
gime before the next wave
of proliferation sets in.

16Mar. Double standard in treating Iran, Israel may push countries to pursue
nukes

3 3R SORISA & Y aER | GIg3T HIUCS SN P URHTY] eFaR) &1 3R
Yhd TPl g

Iran which never had a nuclear weapon but only an enrichment programme is being

hounded, while Israel which is believed to have a significant nuclear arsenal does not even

face scrutiny.

M, forges o Fft Ty AR 6T 3% afcd haa Jad sl o1, 39T Uit fear o
g1 &, Safd guRTsd, foTd U A8qu] URHTY] IRATTR G &t a1d A ol 5, 39 BIs ofid

TP T8l el usadtl
Such an approach and a diminishing trust in U.S. guarantees of protection have made
countries rethink.

T EBPHI0N 3R SARBT B R MRE W "edr g3 fIYRT S H) SIRT WA W TR HR

Il

On March 2, two days after Israel and the U.S. attacked Iran, triggering a war in West

Asia, French President Emmanuel Macron announced the expansion of France’s nuclear

arsenal.
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2 ATd &1, O1d SoRTSd SR SAN®T 7 371 WX gwar foran siR uf3w uf¥mn ¥ g 3= gon,
gﬁﬁ%mm%mﬁﬁmﬁﬁ#m%mw%ﬁwﬁw
I
While the two events are not directly related, the two are part of the same phenomenon.
BTalfeh A G g W IR TR ST 8! &, A1 d T & UgiT HT fewa g1
In today’s world, marked by conflicts and weakening of international law, nuclear weapons
look more attractive than ever as a means of deterrence.
31TSl 1 g, Sl Hawl 3R HHIR Fld AP ST I F&If2d 8, 39 wey 3R
wfeRty (Fee¥a & W1eq & FU 8 ugd 9 e ey fowr <d 7
Yet, there is an underlying double standard in how different countries are treated under the
global nuclear order.
?ﬁ%mmﬁﬁwﬁ%wumﬁwmgmmmw
I
In June 2025, Israel launched massive attacks on the heart of Iran’s nuclear and military
structure, killing key officers and scientists.
S 2025 ﬁmﬁéﬂqﬁmaﬁﬁwaﬁm%éﬁma@mm 3R TG
SftpIfeal iR dafAet & OR fea
Claiming it to be a necessary step before its adversary got any closer to building an atomic
weapon.
Ig G1a1 Hd gU [ I8 Fed Maxas o i IUDT Uldgg! URHTY] FRAR §919 & B9 Ugd
el YTl
Iran has always maintained that its nuclear programme is for peaceful purposes.
S U HedT 38T § [ IHT WRHTY] Sy ifayef 3g=al & forw 31
Several of Iran’s top political, spiritual, military leaders and scientists were targeted by
Israel.
3 & P8 M Ieifaw, searfde, =9 Adr 3R AP SeRISd gRT =T §9¢ 9|
Both in the June 2025 conflict and the February-March 2026 war.
g 9 2025 P JIY 3R WRat-Ard 2026 & g <HI A gl
Yet, on the other hand, Israel, which possesses nuclear weapons, faces no inspections,
sanctions or international pressure.
GERT SR FoRTEd, forish ure wRETY $RAR ¢, 39 e, ufady ar siavegia gama &1
HIHAT g1 AT US|
While countries like Iran, which are considered adversaries of the West, face sanctions
and attacks despite signing nuclear treaties.
STafes S o <=1, e a3 &1 wfagdl T Siran 8, uRHny) SR W gdeR #A &
Sav[e wfaay 3R gHa! &1 T HRd g
U.S. allies such as Israel are well protected despite not being party to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
gﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬁé@rwm YR i (NPT) o1 381 9 8 & d1dee JRI&d X8d
I
And not accepting International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards on its principal
nuclear activities.
STR ST He URHTY] AT TR SaR_TIgTa URATY SHoil Gord! (IAEA) BT Y& SaRIT
HWIHR 8T HRd |
While the stated objective of these strikes was to prevent Iran from creating nuclear
weapons.
S gHA &1 UINd I 33 DI WRHTY FRAR §9H J A1 Tl
It raises a bigger question about how the global nuclear order functions.
AfehT I8 qaTdt Io1d & o AfYye u=ATo] saawIT 8 &1 Hdl 7
And whether its rules apply evenly to all countries.

3R 1 39 Fraw |t 3= W’ JHH FUH ar e &

Global nuclear order

Ay y=HTY] TR
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The modern global nuclear order is governed by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

MY A TRATY] TRIT B! WRHTY] SUFR Vi (NPT) R Iaferd fowam ST g

Which came into being in 1970.

S 1970 & 3Rd@ ¥ oS |

The main aim of this treaty was to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons while promoting
peaceful use of nuclear energy.
wwﬁmg&aﬁwmsﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁwaﬁ?mmﬁ%ww
DT FGIaT &1 T

This created a system under which five countries are recognised as nuclear-weapon
states.

TN Ueh a1 1 fora® e 3= &1 u=HTY] RAR WU 359 & =0 § A et

While the other signatories agree not to pursue nuclear weapon technology.

STaf 3 gRATER Pl G IRUTY] RAUR adh-te &1 U1 7 - IR TgHd 81 6|

In exchange for access to peaceful nuclear technology and a commitment by nuclear
countries to work towards complete nuclear disarmament. )

Y gedl 3= TAYUl GRATY TPt &1 Ugd fHrerd! & 3R WA =faaal quf FAredtesor
@1 =T B HTH A BT 91a] Pl 5

The five countries are the U.S., Russia, China, Britain and France.

3 Ufd <=1 § — 3T, &, 919, fes ofk Wi

Including these, a total of 191 countries are signatories.

D! TR $d 191 3 39 I & I &

Among the 191 countries is Iran, while Israel has not signed the NPT.

37191 ST & 19 WS B, SIafeh SoRISE A NPT R gxieR el fbu 21

Maintaining its long-standing policy of nuclear ambiguity.

3R SO QRT- URHTY] SRUTaT Y o1 918 3@ B

As per the treaty, Iran is allowed to pursue civilian nuclear technology under monitoring of
IAEA.

R F IR M B IAEA BT FARA & e w=amy] ae-te fasRg w7 &t srafa 31
The Vienna-based IAEA conducts inspections, analysing samples and monitoring
cameras at over 900 sites worldwide.

fag fRua 1AEA gfRar R & 900 J 3iftres wyal w Adteror, T o1 fazawor ik FuR) @
R FRaT g

To detect diversion.

dTfas forelt GEUART BT TdT Il S Hab |

However, the system is known for its long standing inconsistencies.

BTeiTD T8 UUTTel oid G0 § SRATRIGY & forg S ST &

Over the years, many countries have developed nuclear weapons outside the treaty
framework.

TG & 1Y B < A Wi gia & 918 WA FRAR fawiid feu g
Iran’s nuclear programme is what experts have called a “threshold” nuclear strategy.
S BT URHTY] BTIHH fARvRT & STHR Th “YRMEIes” TRHTY] TUHIT B
Officially, Iran’s government maintains that it is not seeking to acquire a nuclear weapon.
R M B PR Sl § b 98 WA SRAR BRI T =1 Tmgl |

And that Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei issued a fatwa against acquiring one.
3R g efts? SraTge 3rell WS A 3 U &R & fAeh WadT sTRY faar |
Yet, Iran has developed a stockpile of highly enriched uranium.
R ot §31 7 I Waftha Rfraw &1 YsR fawla w forar g1
According to several analysts, Iran was seeking to use its status as a “threshold state” in
negotiations.

faxau®! & SR I a1 J 307 “YRIgIes Isg” B R &1 a1 SSHT A8 Ul
Without incurring the diplomatic costs of actually making nuclear weapons.
a1 arad & wRAETY] §RAR 99 &1 Gerifa® Siad oY
Over the years, Iran’s nuclear programme has led to various sanctions.

TG & 1Y T & URUTY] SRIHH & HRU B Ylaae |
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Coupled with government mismanagement, it has led to economic crises in the country.
IR TRBI FUGHA & 1Y e 399 1 F 3nffe Tpe dar gan|

Now in this recent crisis in Iran, two nuclear powers, the U.S. and Israel, are overwhelming
the defences of a country. ]

3§ 3 gIferaT 31 Webe T &) URUTY] Wfaal, ST 3R SoRISH, UH S BT &l TR
EAKEIRGI

That clearly had a nuclear enrichment programme but never actually had a nuclear
weapon.

o U Wy U I wRA] "GaeH SrdwH o1 dfe Haft ueam] sfER A A

Over the years, Israel has remained ambiguous about possession of nuclear weapons.
g P 1Y FHRIZA I WA RART & Wi TR SRyl §1Y i 2 |

Experts believe Israel has a significant nuclear arsenal.

faRIws(er A § b SeRTST & U Heaqul URHTY] IRENR B

The Centre for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation states that Israel possesses about 90
plutonium-based nuclear warheads.

Hex BR AR Heid T8 A-THTABIRE & IR FURISH & U AHT 90 W -1ad
STYTRE TRUTY] aRES

And has produced enough plutonium for 100-200 weapons.

3R 3T 100-200 RIARY & forg vt wyeifraw dar faa g

Despite this, unlike Iran, Israel is not subject to international inspections of its nuclear
programme.

S SaQ ¥ & [AURIT SORTSE & URHTY] HRIHH W Havagrd Fieror et g

Nor is it a signatory to the 1970 treaty.

3R 7 € 98 1970 P} Y F1 gxIEeRDd B

New nuclear era

<171 YHTI T

These developments are coming at a time when the international architecture of arms
control is in a state of disarray.

3 g 39 THY Bl @1 & Ofd AR fdarmr &5t Sfamrgia w¥a sroqawt 1 fRUfd # 81
Several Cold War treaties between Russia and the U.S. have ceased to be in force.

9 3R A1 & g F3 M Yeg TRAT 3rF gua o 781 |1

The expiration of New START is a sign of the world entering a new nuclear age.

Y START &I JATG T g1 & AT URHTY] T & T T Yahd g |

Where the numbers of nuclear weapons are rising.

wig! TR sRARY # W@ 9 W 2

As are the threats of their use.

3R 3% WA BT WeT Hi 9 @1 3

At the same time, China is expanding its nuclear arsenal rapidly.

1Y g A Aol I 30 IRHTY] IRATTR HT fadR R 8T 7 |

And Russia is raising the spectre of nuclear war in Ukraine.

3R & Peb+ W URUTY] G P! ATRIHT STl 38T 3|

The ongoing conflict in West Asia may influence other countries’ approach to nuclear
deterrence.

af3 efRrn &1 9@ ve1 wud 3 X & wRAT] gfaRiY & efPHI0 B yHIId HR Tl g
The perception of double standards may further complicate efforts to control nuclear
proliferation.

SIEY UIUSS B YR URATY] YR $i FRfa w39 & Tl &1 $iR Hfe= a1 Iavdt 51
From the battlefields of West Asia to the strategic think tanks of Europe and East Asia,
nuclear weapons are again central to global security calculations.

uf¥m TR & gaaat ¥ dox RIv iR gdf ulr & urifas e Sl 9o, wramg
BRAR R ¥ Ay R urre & Hg d |1

The challenge for the global community will be whether it can recover the credibility of the
global non-proliferation regime.
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Ay war & fr T 7 EFf o a5 A SRR saw @) i &1 g
R FR GHal g
o Before the next wave of proliferation sets in.

3 Ug b TRHTY] TR # 3Tel @eX T & S|

GS Paper I11: Economy,

TOPICS COVERED |16 March 2026
16Mar | Oil prices reflect geopolitical risks, not only supply

A B SIAd Had ATYf 51 g1 afcwp Yoo sifEd ot ¥ gifdt §

16Mar

Why is the U.S. investigating India?

AP HRd P &g FY $I /T 22

Oil prices reflect geopolitical risks, not only supply
ECS [l Economy ]

n the aftermath of the war in West Asia,

crude oil prices surged to as high as $118 a

barrel last week. Alongside rising tensions,

this situation has been building for over
two months. Since mid-December 2025, when
Brent crude stood at $57.56, prices have surged
by more than 100%. They have, however, come
down since then but remain in three digits, with
no immediate sign of easing.

Historically, geopolitical shocks follow a
predictable pattern. There is an immediate
market overreaction that is followed by gradual
stabilisation as trade routes adjust. However, the
global oil market is once again operating under a
profound geopolitical shadow.

What has changed in the development now
The developments in West Asia, intensifying
strategic rivalries among major powers, and
persistent conflict-driven uncertainty have
brought geopolitics back to the centre of the
energy discourse. Yet, the nature of this influence
has shifted. Unlike previously, where regional
conflicts rarely removed Gulf barrels from the
global pool, the current disruptions have created
tangible barriers to supply, fundamentally
altering the costs, confidence, and conditions of
the oil trade.

For major importing economies such as India,
this shift has significant implications. Oil security
is no longer just about physical access. It is also
defined by exposure to the financial, logistical,
and political uncertainties surrounding every
shipment.

The vulnerability of global maritime arteries is
stark. Around a fifth of global oil consumption is
transported through the Strait of Hormuz, and
roughly a tenth of seaborne crude passes through
the Bab el-Mandeb and Suez corridor. The
ongoing conflict involving Israel and Iran has
effectively sidelined 20% of global supplies, even
in the absence of planned production cuts. The
market has reacted sharply to these signals. Over
the past year, Brent crude has frequently
fluctuated by 5%-10% within days of military or
diplomatic developments, regardless of actual
production volumes. Currently, however, the
impact on physical supply is so drastic that prices
continue to climb without a visible peak.

Tensions do more than just inflate the price of
abarrel. They make maritime unsecure.
Chokepoints remain vital arteries of trade, but
their significance today lies in making global
machinery vulnerable. Even limited disruptions
or attacks on commercial shipping can alter
vessel routing and raise freight costs. These drive
up freight rates; the world has seen daily rates for
supertankers more than double) , affect shipping
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insurance premiums, and tighten vessel
availability. Major container carriers have
implemented emergency conflict surcharges or
war risk surcharges. These escalations ripple
through the supply chain, directly influencing
landed import prices.

It is about politics

Furthermore, oil has been transformed from a
mere commodity into a political instrument. The
redirection of Russian crude following the
Ukraine conflict illustrates this dynamic.
Although Russia maintained export volumes by
pivoting to Asian markets, the shift introduced
longer shipping routes, complex payment
arrangements, and evolving compliance
frameworks. What appeared stable in volume was
highly volatile in operational and financial terms.

For importing countries, this creates a dual
exposure. Price volatility is no longer driven
solely by the supply-demand balance but by
changes in geopolitical sentiment. Markets
respond to diplomatic signals, military
developments and regulatory announcements
with a speed that often exceeds the pace of actual
trade flows. This weakens the historical
relationship between production levels and
consumer prices.

The growing role of financial markets amplifies
geopolitical sentiment, as oil is traded not only as
a physical commodity but also as a financial asset
through futures, options, and derivatives. During
periods of stress, investors use oil as both an
inflation hedge and a risk-sensitive instrument.
This explains why speculative positions often
expand even when physical inventories are
comfortable — prices reflect expectations and
portfolio behaviour rather than immediate
scarcity.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) have also
evolved. Originally intended to address physical
supply interruptions, they are now deployed to
counter psychological volatility in the market. For
instance, G-7 leaders have announced the release
of 400 million barrels of oil in response to the
‘war in West Asia (which is said to be about 20
days of the usual oil traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz). The goal is to stabilise market
sentiment as much as it is to provide physical
barrels. The news of these discussions recently
prompted a sell-off, easing Brent and West Texas.
Intermediate gains to some extent.

Major powers shape this environment in
different ways. The United States, now one of the
world’s largest producers of various petroleum
products, influences markets through its strategic
stock policies and diplomatic engagement with
producers.

Meanwhile, Asia has become the primary
centre of demand growth, accounting for the
majority of incremental oil consumption over the
past decade. Producer coordination through
organisations such as the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries continues to
influence supply management, but its impact
now interacts with geopolitical risk premia
embedded in prices.

The continuing relevance of oil

The energy transition adds another layer of
complexity. While renewable energy and electric
mobility are expanding, oil remains central to the
transport, aviation and petrochemicals
sectors/industries. Global oil demand still
exceeds 105 million barrels per day, and
petrochemicals account for a rising share of
incremental consumption. This produces a
segmented market: one part linked to declining
fuel use, another tied to industrial growth. Thus,
geopolitics continues to exert influence over a
commodity whose strategic relevance is changing
but not disappearing.

For India, where oil demand is not expected to
peak soon and is projected to drive much of
global growth, this environment highlights the
need for adaptability rather than alarm. The
ability to process diverse crude grades, source
from multiple geographies and maintain strategic
reserves provides buffers against instability.
Equally crucial is building commercial and
financial expertise to navigate complex trading
arrangements. Energy policy, in this sense, must
integrate diplomacy, maritime awareness and
market analytics.

This evolving structure complicates the notion
of energy security. It now requires resilience not
only against supply disruptions but also against
financial and logistical shocks. Payment systems,
shipping insurance, and contract enforcement
have become integral to the energy security
architecture.

The broader lesson is that oil has entered a
phase where risk is as significant as the resource
itself. Geopolitics will continue to influence oil
prices by shaping perceptions of safety,
reliability, and continuity, as well as affecting the
physical flow of oil. Understanding this
transformation is essential for managing a
vulnerable world. Stability now depends on
preserving predictable trade mechanisms and
avoiding diplomatic ruptures that amplify
uncertainty. In the years ahead, the resilience of
importing nations will depend both on the origin
of their crude and on how effectively they
manage the political and financial currents
surrounding every barrel of oil.

16Mar. QOil prices reflect geopolitical risks, not only supply
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¢ Inthe aftermath of the war in West Asia, crude oil prices surged to as high as $118 a
barrel last week. _
gf3w TR # g5 & 91 = dd @) PHd U Iwe 118 STaR ufd Sva % Ugd TR

¢ Alongside rising tensions, this situation has been building for over two months.
qgd a9 & U1y I8 U s gt @i & ol < X8t 5

e Since mid-December 2025, when Brent crude stood at $57.56, prices have surged by more
than 100%.
fa™ieR 2025 & A ¥ 9d sic F A S HIAd 57.56 SIaR 2, 99 Y HiHdl T 100% & IS
Gk E AN

e They have, however, come down since then but remain in three digits, with no immediate
sign of easing.

BTaiife 39 o1 BIAd H 5O FRIGC 38 B, Afp I 31t off fiF 3iepY & 7711 g8 & IR Teapral
IEd BT HIS Jbd A8l 8
. Hlstorlcally geopolitical shocks follow a predictable pattern.
TS aigaa de- &1 e &d § |
e There is an immediate market overreaction that is followed by gradual stabilisation as
trade routes adjust.

Ugd IR Bt c@iva sifaufafesar gidt g, e S1e SR /Tt & Jaries & a1y §iR-9R
fRuar 3t 31

o However, the global oil market is once again operating under a profound geopolitical
shadow.

gTaiTe AP AT TSR Th aR {h Me¥ YRTSATad THTT & d8d HTH TR 8T

What has changed in the development now

9 eIy & 7T geaT 2

e The developments in West Asia, intensifying strategic rivalries among major powers, and
persistent conflict-driven uncertainty have brought geopolitics back to the centre of the
energy discourse.

g3 TRr ot gee, werifeal & ot gedt vorifae uforaef, ik amar s+t
T sifAfaar 7 ot faust & Fx & bR @ Remfae sR$! &1 @ fear g1

e Yet, the nature of this influence has shifted.
fopR 1t 50 wHTE ) Upfa ea TS B

e Unlike previously, where regional conflicts rarely removed Gulf barrels from the global
pool, the current disruptions have created tangible barriers to supply, fundamentally
altering the costs, confidence, and conditions of the oil trade.
Ugd el e Uy g 8 St @St 89 & aa @1 afye smyf @ gerd A, a8 aaaH
SayrHl = 3myfef & e areafae arUTt et @R df €, R de TR @6t AnTe, 3y ek
gffRufearl 4 U @ 95 78 ¢ |

e For major importing economies such as India, this shift has significant implications.
YR S Y@ TP 3 & 7T I8 URae Aol THTa T&al 2|

e Qil security is no longer just about physical access.
Tl YR 319 had Hifee Iuerstdr do Jifiyd et W 2

e ltis also defined by exposure to the financial, logistical, and political uncertainties
surrounding every shipment.

319 98 &Y U ¥ g3 farity, aifeifes ok weifae sififiraarsit 3 +f Feuffa g1 31

e The vulnerab|l|ty of global maritime arteries is stark.
Ay Tt wit Y TN Wy ¥ ¥ e It 7

e Around a fifth of global oil consumption is transported through the Strait of Hormuz, and
roughly a tenth of seaborne crude passes through the Bab el-Mandeb and Suez corridor.
T Ay T GUA BT UTIaT [T FIYW STASHEHSA J GIhx ToRd g SR TTHT T
P Ad DT GHal [T I19-3(d-Hed 3R et 7Rt J oRdT |

e The ongoing conflict involving Israel and Iran has effectively sidelined 20% of global
supplies, even in the absence of planned production cuts.
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The market has reacted sharply to these signals.

T Yhdl R IR A e wfafsar & 2

Over the past year, Brent crude has frequently fluctuated by 5%-10% within days of
military or diplomatic developments, regardless of actual production volumes.

e te ai o s F= dd & BT A= 1 Fe-ifad gersht & $o G & Wfiar 50-10%
TP IAR-TTd Bl X! &, e ARATAD SedTe Wk $& 1 gl

Currently, however, the impact on physical supply is so drastic that prices continue to
climb without a visible peak.

a@;ﬁﬁmmwuwmmﬁ?%ﬁ?mﬁmmwwﬁg%mﬁ
@B
Tensions do more than just inflate the price of a barrel.

1 HId TP SR Bl BIAd IgM I 3ifd YHTT STd g

They make maritime routes insecure.

I Y AT B SRR S < B

Chokepoints remain vital arteries of trade, but their significance today lies in making global
systems vulnerable.

Hodt |t ant ol oft AR $t weyet ywmfEr §, dfeA sie 3wT He@ Ifie sgaw
B HdeTMd TR A B

Even limited disruptions or attacks on commercial shipping can alter vessel routing and
raise freight costs.

Tg1 a% (% SamaaTe Sgel R Wa sggu a1 gad off sl & unf g a@a § ok
TS GATS AT 9T Tha ¢ |

These drive up freight rates; the world has seen daily rates for supertankers more than
double, affect shipping insurance premiums, and tighten vessel availability.

T AT gTS &3 96 Wl €; 3T A grRewdl Bt 3w ¥ 3 G @ it wgd gu
8, 1y gt fRiftR it iftrg sgd § Sik igTell @1 Suasdar &9 g1 9Tt 3|

Major container carriers have implemented emergency conflict surcharges or war risk
surcharges

g% HeR URag HUEl = ATUTAHIA Jad ARIUR AT g5 Siiay fYYR an = fau

These escalations ripple through the supply chain.

3 gt ot smyfdf gjaer & uvTa STar! &

It is about politics

g eI & ST gen @

Furthermore, oil has been transformed from a mere commodity into a political instrument.
3% SMfARTd A U YR ax J TGADBR AT SUBIVT § 77 ¢ |

The redirection of Russian crude following the Ukraine conflict illustrates this dynamic.
op TUY & T1¢ wW Tl ad P AR IRad § I8 RS Wy gt 1

Although Russia maintained export volumes by pivoting to Asian markets, the shift
introduced longer shipping routes, complex payment arrangements, and evolving
compliance frameworks.

BTaAlD ¥ A TRATE IeIRI @t 3R $W& B Fata a1 a97¢ 76, Afe- 39 9ead J |4
Tt arf, Sfed Yram sgawmg 3R e Ra g1d sruTed e A S|

What appeared stable in volume was highly volatile in operational and financial terms.
SN AT & R R R fears 3o o1, 95 wared ok faxfta e & srafie ifRR i

For importing countries, this creates a dual exposure.

STITd S 9T S & forw g R e Jdg=herar tar s 2

Price volatility is no longer driven solely by the supply-demand balance but by changes in
geopolitical sentiment.

T SAFRRAT 37 Had TR SR MYfel &b JgaT I a1 Sfch WRISTAD Ura-Te ¥ ggara 3
ot guTfad gt 81
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Markets respond to diplomatic signals, military developments and regulatory
announcements with a speed that often exceeds the pace of actual trade flows.

FIOTR Fe-iifae Jbdl, A= gersi 3R Framata gryunai R 3=t aoft 3 wfafear #ad €
f% 98 SR INEATIP AR Ya1g ST 7fd F 1} 7 Bielt 3
This weakens the historical relationship between production levels and consumer
prices.
Y ITEH TR 3R IUUIFT PHdl & oI URURS JdY HHAR o1 ol |
The growing role of financial markets amplifies geopolitical sentiment, as oil is traded not
only as a physical commodity but also as a financial asset through futures, options, and
derivatives.
ot STeIRY @ Igdt YHHT YRISAfa® HTaTS I 3R FeKdt 3, Fifdh dd &1 ATIR Had
%ﬁ?ga?ﬁéswﬁéﬁﬁa’%wﬁ, =T 3R SRafes I faxfta west & wu o oft

I
During periods of stress, investors use oil as both an inflation hedge and a risk-sensitive
instrument.
TTagul IHg § FaR® o & gErwifa d 9919 3R Fifau-JddeTia Qres il & wu §
U A & |
This explains why speculative positions often expand even when physical inventories are
comfortable — prices reflect expectations and portfolio behaviour rather than immediate
scarcity.
g THeTaT ¢ for gt fRAfaaT s 9 It €, vl 8 wifae veR wafw 8 — aaifer ed
AHTA HH & FoId Sfuemad iR Iz NEwiferal & gagR @i gl 8|
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) have also evolved.

Yeiferad WSR (SPRs) o faswRid gu gl

Originally intended to address physical supply interruptions, they are now deployed to
counter psychological volatility in the market.
Td 0 ¥ 3¢ Wifad mufd & sraure &1 @R 34 & e - T o1, A 31§ 3% iR |
TAIaTE SRR &I Fafd v & for off STzt fosan Srar g1
For instance, G-7 leaders have announced the release of 400 million barrels of oil in
response to the war in West Asia.
3eTeRur & forg oft-7 =W & Aarait 3 ufdy m & gg & Sae H 400 A= e da Wt
H S UV B g
This is said to be about 20 days of the usual oil traffic through the Strait of Hormuz.
Ig gIW STasHEHE J oRA a1 AW ad YaTg & eI 20 o & sRIaR aarn | g
The goal is to stabilise market sentiment as much as it is to provide physical barrels.
TIHT I5¥I Had WiAP A U BT & 8! Sfcsh IR Bt YT i R B 2t B
The news of these discussions recently prompted a sell-off, easing Brent and West Texas
Intermediate gains to some extent.

= gatell &1 W U 81 ot § faspard! g3, o de 3k 3w ¢our geiifsue ot oival o
2 IS T S aPb HH G TS|
Major powers shape this environment in different ways.
T 9 araTarvl &1 fafta adtet @ gufaa &<t €1

The United States, now one of the world’s largest producers of petroleum products,
influences markets through its strategic stock policies and diplomatic engagement with
producers.
Y I ARSI, S 319 F a9 T3 USHeraw IuTed! B A TH ¢, 3U- Yo
e Hifaal 3k SaTe® =M & ATY Fe-ifas TP & HeOH Y TOR S gHIfAdT R 8
Meanwhile, Asia has become the primary centre of demand growth, accounting for the
majority of incremental oil consumption over the past decade.
39 o9 TR 9 9fS &1 7g@ F% 97 T 7 R Usd ue oxe § dd @1 sifafvad @ua &
Sferpiwr i & foe foieR 8
Producer coordination through organisations such as the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries continues to influence supply management.

fFrafas 3= &1 W16 S YTe-! & A1 ¥ IdTed N &1 gr-ag 37t o mgfef
WU BT GUTIT Pl 5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page49



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e However, its impact now interacts with geopolitical risk premia embedded in prices.

gwﬁ?&mwuuwaﬂwaﬁmﬁaﬂgmﬁ%mtﬂW%mumwwm
|

The continuing relevance of oil

a9 Bt FARaR urifiearn

e The energy transition adds another layer of complexity.
Sl HHHUT Ud 3R Sifeddr #1 ud sl g |

o While renewable energy and electric mobility are expanding, oil remains central to the
transport, aviation and petrochemicals sectors/industries.

BTeiiep AdIpRNg SHuif 3R fagga wfa=itaar &1 3R 1 61 7, f ot da uf¥aeq, =
IR U FRrea 85 & R0 5§ T gan 2|

e Global oil demand still exceeds 105 million barrels per day, and petrochemicals account
for arising share of incremental consumption.

Ay A @Y\ st off 105 Frfermr e wfa foe1 ¥ oifties 3 iR U iirera &= sifafvaa
WUd ¥ 9¢d e & forg Rer 81

e This produces a segmented market: one part linked to declining fuel use, another tied to
industrial growth.

Y U WiSd SI6R &1 §: U e $o- IuaiT # fiRTae § 987 8 3R gERT sitenfire
faer ¥ Yefa 3|

e Thus, geopolitics continues to exert influence over a commodity whose strategic
relevance is changing but not disappearing.

Y UHR YRIS 3 1 3T g TR WUTd STt ¢ ! Forifae TRiffiear 9ed 38 @
Afe JaTE 781 81 |

e ForIndia, where oil demand is not expected to peak soon and is projected to drive much
of global growth, this environment highlights the need for adaptability rather than alarm.

YR & fo, T8T 9@ &1 Uil & oeg ORY UR Uga &1 JUTT A1 8 3R o afye aivr gfs
P g1 {31 9™ a1 2, 78 IR RidT & 9o sgga- @1 smazaddr & giidl g

e The ability to process diverse crude grades, source from multiple geographies and
maintain strategic reserves provides buffers against instability.

T yoR & o= 99 & Gaifta $1 @t emar, it e aet @ smyfd e wwen
3R TP HSR T9TT T@HT SRR F [33g Y& Had U Rl g

o Equally crucial is building commercial and financial expertise to navigate complex trading
arrangements.

I &1 Hgaqui ¢ wifed amuTive sqawits ¥ fRues & forg arftrifeus ok fasfia fatwgran
1 T S|

e Energy policy, in this sense, must integrate diplomacy, maritime awareness and market
analytics.

gﬂa&ﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂh,mmaﬁvwﬁvﬁwaﬁmmmm
|

e This evolving structure complicates the notion of energy security.
Tg I fid Bicil TRaT SHott Y& Bl TR Bl 3R wied §-rd! 8|

e |t now requires resilience not only against supply disruptions but also against financial
and logistical shocks.

319 3P oY Faa myfef saaeT=i 8 781 afew i ok Affvre® ged! & v o
AT aIF g |

e Payment systems, shipping insurance, and contract enforcement have become integral
to the energy security architecture.

YT yonferar, Rifthr dar eiv srgae yad=T s/ ol GRem e & Sifid 3T 57 Y

e The broader lesson is that oil has entered a phase where risk is as significant as the
resource itself.

TP TS ey g B 5 da QA =R0T A wAR X gt © Wl wiifew T§d Tare o §
Hew@quf 81 T 3|
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e Geopolitics will continue to influence oil prices by shaping perceptions of safety, reliability,
and continuity, as well as affecting the physical flow of oil.

WRT Re, fyyaeigan ok fFRaRar &1 yRonsit &1 gvIfad FRe auT ad & Wifas yae
DI YUTTIT HIP dd DI DIl IR THTT ST et

e Understanding this transformation is essential for managing a vulnerable world.
39 URad=T &1 GHgHl Hdg=id faYy &1 Y B3 & it ST ¢

e Stability now depends on preserving predictable trade mechanisms and avoiding
diplomatic ruptures that amplify uncertainty.

39 FRRAT 39 a1d R AR &t § 1 gaigaa smuR & &t 991e 3@ 9 ok srfSif¥aan
e aTd He-ifad eHeral | §91 JATe|

¢ Inthe years ahead, the resilience of importing nations will depend both on the origin of
their crude and on how effectively they manage the political and financial currents
surrounding every barrel of oil.

M 9T auf H T B ardl 3= B} FRRAT 39 910 R R S0 b 37061 Fat A Fal
wmamwwaﬁmmmwmﬁmuwmﬁ
AU |

DERIVATIVES

e Itis a financial instrument set between two parties having no value of its own but
deriving their value from an underlying asset. The underlying asset could be stock,
bonds, currency, commodities, interest rates, etc.

e The various derivative instruments include-

e 1. future contracts- they put an obligation on the party to buy or sell the asset at a
predetermined future date price and quantity. Futures are used for hedging the
price movement of the underlying asset.

e 2. options contract- options are financial derivatives that give the buyers/ sellers the
right but not the obligation to buy or sell the underlying asset at an agreed-upon
price or date.

e 3. call option- an option to buy is a call option where the holder has the right but not
the obligation to buy the underlying asset at the decided price

e 4. put option- a put option gives the right but not the obligation to sell at the decided
price

e If the option is exercisable on or before the expiry date it is called an American option
and if it's exercisable only on the expiry date it is called a European option.

e The price at which the option is to be exercised is called the strike price.

e Both futures and options contracts can be settled by delivery of the underlying asset or
cash.

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

e The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental
organization that coordinates and unifies petroleum policies among member countries to
ensure the stabilization of oil markets.

e Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad, Iraq, by Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and
Venezuela, OPEC aims to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers and a
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regular supply for consumers.
Objectives and Functions

e Market Stabilization: OPEC seeks to stabilize oil markets by coordinating petroleum
policies among member countries.

e Price Regulation: By adjusting oil production levels, OPEC aims to maintain fair and stable
prices for petroleum producers.

e Supply Assurance: Ensures a regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations.

o JTYfef B IR IuMiTET SN B! Uiferad &1 frafera smyfd gHfyd exar g1

e Economic Development: Aims to provide a steady income to member countries, facilitating
their economic development.

o e faerT: Tow 30 &) Frafia 8 UeM A &1 3=, o 3-aT 3nffe fawr &)

b |

Membership
dodi
Current Members (as of 2025):
TAHTE TG (2025 dP):;

e Algeria

e Angola

o ST

e Congo

o B

e Equatorial Guinea

o Focivgd

e Gabon
[ )

e Jran

. gTF-[

e Iraqg

° ERICD
¢ Kuwait
e Pad

e Libya
o difamr
e Nigeria

e Saudi Arabia

o TFHdl 3RT

e United Arab Emirates
o Y 3RT HRTE

e Venezuela

Former Members

qd e

e Indonesia (suspended membership in 2016)

(2016 W Tewdl
e Qatar (withdrew in 2019)
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Fax (2019 T TTER §3M)
e  Ecuador (withdrew in 2020)

SPTSR (2020 H FTE 3M)

Global Oil Production and Reserves

AfYP A IcUTeH 3R HER

¢ In 2022, OPEC produced approximately 28.7 million barrels per day, accounting for 38% of
the world's total oil production.
2022 B, OPEC A @Y 28.7 FURma ava wfafes da &1 Iare fosan, ot fay & oo Iaare
BT 38% g

e As of the end of 2023, OPEC member countries held about 1,241 billion barrels of proven
crude oil reserves, approximately 79% of the world's total reserves.

2023 & 3id d%, OPEC USH ST & UTH TTH 1,241 3RT ol R = dd b HSR &, St
Oy & $q USR BT T 79% B |

Historical Impact
Y9

e Inthe 1970s, OPEC's decision to restrict oil production led to a dramatic rise in oil prices,
causing global economic disruptions.

1970 & G H, OPEC & ad IcUTe &I Wfid 1 & Hfy I et Bt Fiwal # W 3 g8,

o afyye snfife Wwe Iaa gan|
e This period marked a significant shift in the control of oil resources from multinational
corporations to oil- producmg countries.

9 Sfafdy 3 dF FaTYHT & v o) SERIga Sufal @ 97 Sered o F SR gyl
FY F RIFTART IR 3|

e Since the 1980s, OPEC's influence has been challenged by internal disagreements and
competition from non-OPEC oil producers.

o 1980 % GNP J, OPEC & YHTd B! 3fidies AdHI 3R TR-OPEC dd IUTeHh! A ufawgyf &
HRU g e g

e Instances of member countries exceeding production quotas have occasionally
undermined the organization's efforts to control oil prices.

o  USH U §RIIATEH PICT IR B B! g3l 3 Hul-H Siaal i =0 & oPEC &
A &) HHEIR far |

OPEC as a Cartel

U BIcd $ ¥4 H OPEC

o Economists often describe OPEC as a cartel, as it involves collaboration among member
countries to control oil production and influence prices.

SR SRR OPEC B U Hled & &Y H aftfd #d 8, Fiife Ig T 32 & dia TganT
TRT a9 IdTe FrRifAd $37 3R SiHdl B YU B3 BT B Bl g

o However, OPEC's actions are considered legal under international law due to the doctrine
of state immunity, which protects sovereign nations from certain legal actions.

o TP, SR B & d6d OPEC S TATART ey A= STt § 1o I UfaRe & Riegid
& IR VY S B 5 HIL brRargdl & FI&T e 31

Formation of OPEC+
OPEC &I o

e In 2016, OPEC formed an alliance with 10 non-OPEC oil-producing countries, creating
OPECH+.
2016 &, OPEC 7 10 TR-OPEC U9 SWTEH M & T ATHGRT X & OPEC+ BT 16+ fohaT|

e This collaboration aimed to exert greater control over the global oil market by coordinating
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production levels beyond OPEC's membership.

Y IRIGR] B

TR R 3iftres fArsor Rifta B At

Non-OPEC Members in OPEC+:
OPEC ® 1R-OPEC dGH 3:

Russia
=
Kazakhstan

HoTfprT

Mexico

Oman
3N

Azerbaijan

Malaysia

Bahrain

CLAIE |

Brunei

T

South Sudan
gfémr gs=

Sudan

qsH

I OPEC &1 TSWdT ¥ 3 SR IUTeH FRI BT JHGY HIP diNP o

Why is the U.S. investigating India?

What allegations has the US. made on excess capacity and forced labour? How do the two Section 301 investi
regime? What issues are the US. investi i

tions relate to the current US. tariff

and why do industry experts see them as a pathway to new tariffs?

EXPLAINER
T. harad Raghavan
The story so far:

ver the last week, the US.
government has launched two
investigations against India
and several other countries in
a bid to find some form of actions or
policies that “are unreasonable or
discriminatory and burden or restrict U.S.
commerce”. These investigations will
likely take a few months, but could
eventually result in the return of tariffs.

What is the current situation on
tariffs?
'I‘be U.S. Supreme Court on February 20

ruled against the validity of U.S. Presldem
Donald Trump's use of the

named - China, the Burvpesn Union,

Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA)
to levy reciprocal tariffs on America’s
trade partners. For India, these reciprocal
tariffs had been 50% from August 2025 to
February 6, 2026, after which Mr. Trump
reduced them to 25%.

Following the court’s decision, Mr.
Trump imposed a 10% tariff on imports
from all countries for a period of 150 days
under Section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974.
He threatened to increase this to 15%, but
has not done so.

However, he said the U.S. would use
other sections of the Trade Act to levy
additional tariffs.

‘What was the first investigation?
On March 11, the office of the U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) said it had initiated
investigations against 16 economies,
including India, to see whether these
economies were using excess
manufacturing capacity to export to the
U.S. in a manner that was hurting
American businesses.

‘The order for investigation under
Section 301(b) of the Trade Act included
specific allegations against the economies
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Singapore, Norway,
Indonesia, Malaysia, (‘Am.hodla 'nmland
Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, Bangladesh,
Mexico, Japan, and India.

In India’s case, the U.S. said the
country had a bilateral lmde surplus with
it of $58 billion in 2025. Indian
government data, however, shows that
India had a merchandise trade surplus of
$42.2 billion with the U.S. over this

per“lmim 's global goods trade surplus
sectors include textiles, health,
construction goods, and automotive
goods,” the U.S. order said. “For example,
ewdence suggests the solar module sector

s plagued by excess capacity, induding
lhal India’s current module
manufacturing is nearly triple annual
domestic demand.”

It added that India has created
“significant excess capacity” in
petrochemicals, steel, and other
industries.

What is the d it

GETTY IMAGES

on 60 countries, including India. The
fresh investigation was to look into
whether these countries had taken
“sufficient steps” to prohibit the import of
goods produced with l'nr«'d Izhour and
how the “failure

the investigation concludes, it seems the
move is aimed at imposing a new tariff
once the 150 days for the 10% global tariff
expires,” Pankaj Chadha, chairman of the
Engineering Exports Promotion Council
of India, said.

How did the Indian government
respond?
So far, it has not responded publicly. In
contrast, the European Union has already
spoken strongly about it.

“We will be seeking further clamy from
the U.S. on how the opening of this
section 301 investigation would interact
with® the EU-US. agreement signed last

THE G/

-

The U.S. has launched two
investigations under Section
301 of the Trade Act of 1974
against India and other
economies to examine
practices that may be
‘unreasonable or
discriminatory and burden or
restrict U.S. commerce’.

-

One probe examines whether

European C

countries,including India, are

year,
Olof Gill said. “The ion would
respond firmly and proportionately to
any breach of the joint statement
commitments,” he added.

How have lnd.hn industries
responded:

Mr. Chadha sayd that this fresh

and above the

practices impacts U.S. workers and
businesses.

This investigation, too, was under
Section 301(b) of the Trade Act of 1974.

is Section b)

existing tariffs that the steel, aluminium,
auto, and auto components sectors still
have to pay. The U.S. has implemented a
separate 50% tariff on the import of these
g\xxh including from India, which

way 5
Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 is
aimed at addressing unfair foreign
practices affecting U.S. businesses.
Notably, according to the website of the
USTR, “Section 301 may be used to
respond to unjustifiable, unreasonable, or

after the Supreme Court’s

rdt T.

Similarly, the Confederation of Indian
Textile Industry has said that the recent
developments add further uncertainty to
the textiles and apparel sector, which it
s:nd is already under significant stress due

y foreign
practices that burden or restrict U.S.
commerce”.
Acmrdmg to trade and industry
experts, this “response” that has been
allowed in the law is lhe palhmy lhmngh

to the in West Asiaand a
lack of clarity over how the U.S. tariff
situation will unfold.

Ravi Sam, the Vice Chairman of
industry body Texprocil, however, said
lhere ls no need for panic as these

which the Trump
once again levy tariffs on imports from
other countri the 150-day window

about?
A day later, the USTR announced the

launch of a fresh investigation, this time

id

for his current 10% expires.
“While its [the investigation’s] impact
on India’s exports will be clear only after

will be long, drawn-out
processes and will not have any
immediate impact. This sentiment was
echoed by trade expert and former
Director General of Foreign Trade Ajay
Srivastava as well.

capacity to export to the U.S. in
amanner that hurts American
businesses, while another
looks at whether countries
have taken ‘sufficient steps’ to
prohibit imports of goods
produced with forced labour.
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16Mar. Why is the U.S. investigating India?

MNP YRd & ST )} B I8T 82

e Over the last week, the U.S. government launched two investigations against India and
several other countries to identify actions or policies that are “unreasonable or
discriminatory and burden or restrict U.S. commerce.”
frod awrs 7 SRS PR 3 HRA 3R $5 39 < & FaTE & §iF & 1, q1d T8
Tl T S G fop bie-Y Aot «argfRra a1 AguTayef § ok sAfvet s w dte
STerdl § a1 39 wfaafia st g1

e These investigations may take a few months, but they could eventually lead to the re-
imposition of tariffs.

%?Wﬁwwzﬂﬁmm% Afp Sidd: T9d TRUTIRGEY ¢ TRT TIE A1 FHd
I
e What is the current situation on tariffs?
Re ot ada fRufa 7 32

e The U.S. Supreme Court on February 20 ruled against the validity of President Donald
Trump’s use of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to impose
reciprocal tariffs on America’s trade partners.

20 BRad B AP gia &I A SIHICS ¢U gRT S{ARRTPIA STUTaehTei S
it AW & IUART & dea TP ¢ A B dea] I WIS o |

e ForIndia, these reciprocal tariffs were 50% from August 2025 to February 6, 2026, after
which Trump reduced them to 25%.

YRd ¥ forg I yfanurars 2R® SAR 2025 | 6 WAL 2026 9F 50% ¥, o/ IF a1 gu A
$0 YT 25% P fear|

e After the court’s decision, Trump imposed a 10% tariff on imports from all countries for
150 days under Section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974.
3ETAd & A & §1¢ U A 1974 F ¢S Tae Bl YRT 122 & dga At =1 A Smard wR 150
e & forg 109 ¥ v

e He also threatened to increase this tariff to 15%, although this has not yet been
implemented.
IBH SR B 150 6 9eM B Aara-t Wi &, A 3 d 38 Ay 6 fhar T g1

o However, he stated that the U.S. would use other sections of the Trade Act to impose
additional tariffs.

mﬁw%m%wﬁmmﬁﬂmﬂmmmw
Tqpar gl

What was the first investigation?

ygell o feg IR # i

e On March 11, the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) initiated investigations
against 16 economies including India.

11n1:qﬁa|ﬁﬁaﬁwuﬁrﬁrﬁrmfaw%maﬁa 16 rfoawuTs & fQaaT®e Si™
R P

e The investigation aims to determine whether these economies are using excess
manufacturing capacity to export goods to the U.S. in ways that harm American
businesses. ]
Y I $1 S5 I Ul AT & fob o1 3 sfcaauTt sifafvar fafemtor ergan &1 Suahr s
e 3 frafa sl 8, S smfvat soaaral &t g gar |

e The order for investigation was issued under Section 301(b) of the Trade Act.
g S 3G 8 TaE DI YRT 301(b) & ded SIRI fobaT T4

e The economies named in the investigation include China, the European Union, Singapore,
Switzerland, Norway, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand, Korea, Vietnam,
Taiwan, Bangladesh, Mexico, Japan and India.

3 S o =it srfeawistt & 914, qRid Wy, RimgR, Raeerds, A1, SsHRmm,
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In India’s case, the U.S. claimed that India had a bilateral trade surplus of $58 billion in
2025.

HRd & ATHA A, 3MR®T 3 H8T fh 2025  URA &7 @1 & J1¥ fguehy R sifteiy
58 3T SR YT

However, Indian government data shows that the merchandise trade surplus was $42.2
billion.

BT U TRPRY SATPs] & IR 9] ATUR ARUAY 42.2 3R ST 4T

According to the U.S. order, India’s global goods trade surplus sectors include textiles,
health, construction goods, and automotive goods.

AR AR F TR HRA & Ay a¥g ATIR R 1t &1 o TRyeTgd, Tare, fFAmfor
A SR SiferHIaTgd SedTg QM 5l

The order also stated that the solar module sector has excess capacity, with India’s
module manufacturing nearly three times its domestic demand.

3SR H HgT T 3 AR disga & § Srafies IdTe &HdT 3, S8l HRd &1 Alsgd
JedTGT TS HIT & T i T 81

It further alleged that India has created significant excess capacity in petrochemicals,
steel and other industries.

TP AT SRIY AT 77 o URe = USIHbPpd, 33T MR 3= I o oft sreafire
IaTe &var fawiia &1 21

What is the second investigation about?

T Wi fPaaR # @2

A day later, the USTR launched another investigation covering 60 countries including
India.

% 31 918 uadteR A URa Aftd 60 32N F e T iR o IR= 31
This investigation examines whether these countries have taken “sufficient steps” to
prohibit imports of goods produced with forced labour.

Y WI1d BT I g <l § b 1 39 2 = JlaR 49 A 79 IATE! P TATd Bl AP &
fore vatw sen ISE |

It also examines how the failure to eliminate forced labour practices affects U.S. workers
and businesses.

gg Wt ST SITE o SaR 4W gUTst & AW H1 # fAwaar smfvet gt v
Tl B $Y FUIAT et g

This investigation has also been initiated under Section 301(b) of the Trade Act of 1974.
Tg oia Ht 1974 & ¢S Tae HI YRT 301(b) F ded Y& $I TS g

Why is Section 301(b) significant?
YR 301(b) TEAYUl Fl 32

Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 is aimed at addressing unfair foreign practices
affecting U.S. businesses.

1974 & ¢S TaE BI YRT 301 FT I ANS) sgaaral &) yutfaa w3 arell fagzht sgRa
TR YT HT T FHRAT 5 |

According to the website of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), “Section 301 may be
used to respond to unjustifiable, unreasonable, or discriminatory foreign government
practices that burden or restrict U.S. commerce.”

AR AR ufaf~ifY Srafay @Y dadge F SR “URT 301 BT ITANT 39 fa=h
WHRI el & e sriars & g forar s wwar @ &t srfia, srerage an
NEHTIYUT BF 3R SRS} AR @t afira a1 WifEa st g1

According to trade and industry experts, this legal “response” provision provides a
pathway for the Trump administration to impose tariffs again on imports from other
countries once the 150-day window of the current 10% tariff expires.
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YR 3R I fARIuT & SIUR T8 B “Ufafhar Wraum ¢ U= &1 150 fa1
10% df¥ye TR rafy JuTe g1 & 91g o= M A SmaTd WR b | e @ &1 |t
WeT el |

e Pankaj Chadha, Chairman of the Engineering Exports Promotion Council of India, said
that the impact on India’s exports will be clear only after the investigation concludes.

ol TRTuIET yHRE SR Sifw $i3aT & sreaes U g1 2 H81 b URA &
frata R s yuTe o O 319 & 91 g Wy gh |

e He added that the move appears aimed at imposing a new tariff once the 150-day period
for the 10% global tariff expires.

351 Bl fob U8 HeH GHAD: 10% afYye R F 150-Fawiig sraft AT 811 & 918 74
N T & ITT A IS AT |

How did the Indian government respond?

HRAI IRPR Bt Ufaferar a1 w812

e Sofar, the Indian government has not publicly responded to the investigations.
3 % URAIT IRBR 7 3 g W AW =P ¥U I B3 ufafear 78t i 21

e In contrast, the European Union has already reacted strongly.
% faudia TR W 3 9 g8, W Sl ufafshar oed &1 ¢

e Olof Gill, spokesman for the European Commission, said that the EU will seek further
clarity from the U.S. on how this Section 301 investigation interacts with the EU-U.S.
agreement signed last year.
TRIGH ST & YaaT Sitere e A $g1 fh Y 3ARST A Ig T 7 fob
RT 301 B o fod af gu $g-emfver &1 FI gHIfad Bl 2|

e He added that the European Commission would respond firmly and proportionately to
any breach of the joint commitments.
ﬁw%m%ﬁmw@%%ﬁﬁaﬁwwmmwaﬁ?m
ufaferar I

How have Indian industries responded?

R IR o1 ufafear w3817

e Pankaj Chadha said that this development comes in addition to existing tariffs faced by
sectors such as steel, aluminium, automobiles and auto components.
Yool T3 - Fel foh T8 71 Hed FeTd, Tgfifam, sifeiniarsd iR sifel duiHe & w
Ted @ dr] % & srfafve 21

e The U.S. has imposed a separate 50% tariff on imports of these goods, including those
from India, and this continues even after the U.S. Supreme Court order.

3AR®T A 37 aeg il & SMATd W 50% BT T TRE TmaT 3, o URd I 3 arat
Iarg oft =fire €, 3R g SRSt Yol P & amexr & arg ot S @1

e The Confederation of Indian Textile Industry (CITI) said that the developments have
increased uncertainty in the textiles and apparel sector.

wmmmﬁw%ﬁmﬁwsﬁ?u&maﬁﬁaﬁmwﬁ

I

e The industry body noted that the sector is already under significant stress due to
developments in West Asia and uncertainty regarding U.S. tariff policies.
TN W16 & SR I8 & Usd ol Ui TRmam 3t ge-rsii ok sifvst e fifoat #t
AB TfEaar & HRU FTH! gaa | g

e However, Ravi Sam, Vice Chairman of Texprocil, said that there is no need for panic, as
the investigations will be long and drawn-out processes with no immediate impact.
BIAIfh CaAVIRTG & SUTHE I A = Ho] o TR B TaLaHar g1 §, Fib Ig A
et ufshar gt 3R 3HST aebTa YUTT A8 US|

e This view was also shared by trade expert and former Director General of Foreign Trade
Ajay Srivastava.

Ig ¥ AR faRiwg iR qd fagxr R agi=ewe srorg ftareag 3 of aad &t
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Trisulphide metathesis: new avenues

eEIEpIs S Hel RN AT Ant

16Mar

Maps look blurry or difficult to navigate?

T TR g f3ad 8 a1 Afdfe w1 Hfe giar 82

Trisulphide metathesis: new avenues

Researchers at Flinders University in
Australia and their partners recently
reported in Nature Chemistry a new way
to swap sulphur-sulphur bonds. They
found that organic trisulphides, which
are molecules containing a chain of
three sulphur atoms, undergo a
spontaneous reaction called metathesis,
where they trade parts with each other
almost instantly.

The ability has important applications.
The researchers used it to modify a
fragile anti-cancer drug called
calicheamicin without damaging its
complex structure. They also used the
reaction to create a new type of plastic.
Because the sulphur bonds can be
broken as easily as they are formed, the
resulting material is chemically fully
recyclable. As a result, manufacturers
can build long polymer chains to create
a solid plastic, then use the same
reaction to unmake it back into its
original starting materials.

The discovery is important because it
happens at room temperature without
any extra help. Usually, breaking
sulphur-sulphur bonds requires intense
heat or light or strong catalysts. But the
reaction only needed a specific type of
solvent, such as dimethylformamide,
which is already widely used in industry,
to start the process. The reaction is also
fast, often requiring only seconds.

The team also explained how this
reaction works. While most sulphur

The new trisulphide metathesis reaction can
spontaneously make and break sulphur-sulphur
bonds at room temperatures GETTY IMAGES

reactions traditionally use unstable
radicals or ions, it uses a temporary,
high-energy molecular arrangement
called a thiosulphoxide. This ‘chemical
pathway’ allows the molecules to swap
their parts quickly and precisely,
producing only pure trisulphides without
any side products or unwanted chemical
mixtures.

fcodh

For

k and sugg

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

16Mar. Trisulphide metathesis:
new avenues

eEIEpIs S AerdfR: AT Ant

New way to swap sulphur-sulphur
bonds discovered
TAPR-GehY G B Tga- BT a1
GREARCIEIRIU ]|

o Researchers at Flinders
University in Australia and their
partners recently reported in Nature
Chemistry a new way to swap sulphur-
sulphur bonds.

T & s fayfaemaa &
Meywarst SR Id Tgdir = g1d ot §
Nature Chemistry H Teb-HehR i
D gGa DT TP 14T aRIbT |

e They found that organic
trisulphides, which are molecules
containing a chain of three sulphur
atoms, undergo a spontaneous reaction
called metathesis, where they trade
parts with each other almost instantly.
3I5i- U fb Siiif® eTgaewIsS, S
T IR WRATU[SH Bt 4T ard 317
BId 8, T Wad: g arelt SHifesar
BTN I ToRd &, o 3 @Rt gia

TH-gue P 1Y 3 T o1 3eH-0eH $ed B

e The ability has important applications.

Y &Hd &

e The researchers used it to modify a fragile anti-cancer drug called calicheamicin without
damaging its complex structure.
Medmdie ¥ SUHT ITANT HIATHTERIA TS ATP HuR-Ah Fa1 &) TS SAfed WIa-T
& &ifa ugaTy e S=ifird v & forg fapa

e They also used the reaction to create a new type of plastic.

I5i- 39 NFHAT BT IUANT TP AT YHR BT WRed -1 & fog i fba

e Because the sulphur bonds can be broken as easily as they are formed, the resulting

material is chemically fully recyclable.

FP Tep §Y Ia-11 EF T A g TPhd & fora- ST A 99 8, ST a9 arelt

g Irafe ¥ A quid: Ym0 9 gid o |

e As aresult, manufacturers can build long polymer chains to create a solid plastic, then
use the same reaction to unmake it back into its original starting materials.

It 3ifforar &1 IuaT IR 34 fibe & A @ URf® uardf # 9qa 9@d & |
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The discovery is important because it happens at room temperature without any extra
help.

I8 WIS Hg@yuf § a3ifeh I8 W= SR & arqar uR 31 feht sifafvad weraar & 1
&l

Usually, breaking sulphur-sulphur bonds requires intense heat or light or strong
catalysts.

;ﬂ;@?ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂ-ﬂ?ﬂﬂ&%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ%%@ﬁamﬁ,mmwmﬁw
|

But the reaction only needed a specific type of solvent, such as dimethylformamide, which
is already widely used in industry, to start the process.

Af 37 1fUfHaT 1 L& T & U Fad v ARy yavR & faams, o9
msﬁgﬁaﬁnfqﬁs P SHTaAHAI Bl 3, O Ugal I 51 STNT A TIPS U F STIRT fmar
SIGIE

The reaction is also fast, often requiring only seconds.

Tg 3ififhar ae 4t § 3R SRR Pad O Abs & A 31

The team also explained how this reaction works.

31 A gg ot usm f gg srfiferar & o1d SRt 2

While most sulphur reactions traditionally use unstable radicals or ions, it uses a
temporary, high-energy molecular arrangement called a thiosulphoxide.

el Sfh T e AFHIPATE WRI U T TRR IfEHe a1 M o1 IUTNT Sl §, a8t
g YTAHh RIS S ATH® R I=-FHoit 3MMUIfa® SaaRAT BT IUTNT Sl B

This ‘chemical pathway’ allows the molecules to swap their parts quickly and precisely,
producing only pure trisulphides without any side products or unwanted chemical
mixtures.

g TErf=® ARt Sl & delt iR Tdidar @ rue il &1 sMeM-UeH &3 &I srAfd
?%,%@Wgamaﬂ%%aﬁﬁﬁimmw-mmmﬁﬁ
90T TEY el
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What makes some locations on Google
Maps look blurry or difficult to navigate?

Several countries resist being clearly mapped on Google Maps because they fear that detailed satellite imagery could lead to the targeting of critical

infrastructure or planning for potential attacks; better quality satellite and mapping data make navigation easier and safer for users

Sahana Venugopal

he experience of using Google
Maps is different in certain
locations. While you may get

turn-by-turn driving
instructions and street-level views with
the tap of your finger in several countries,
other locations may look blurry and are
difficult to navigate by road. A user’s
Google Maps experience is often linked to
regulations in particular countries that
curtail the use of satellite imaging and
geographic surveys. This raises a set of
questions about security and
transparency.

‘Which countries resist being
mapped, and why?

Several countries that have hostile
relations with their neighbours or militant
groups tend to resist being clearly
mapped on Google’s navigation system.
They fear that making detailed satellite
imagery of their land easily available to
users could lead to the targeting of critical
infrastructure or planning for potential
attacks.

Countries like India, Israel, and South
Korea have, over time, changed their tone
on mapping. And these changes date back
to a couple of decades earlier.

For instance, in 2007, the BBC reported
that India had asked Google to lower the
level of detail in some Google Earth
images, for security reasons. Nearly a
decade later, in 2016, India resisted
Google’s request for ground-level
photographs for its Street View offering.
Street View only returned to the country
in 2022. But, in late 2025, Google
announced that it was boosting its Maps
service with Gemini Al allowing people
to get personalised travel advice and ask
questions. The company noted then that
it had data for about 35 million places in
India.

Israel is another country that poses a
quandary to Google Maps users. Zoom

lightly into multiple parts of Israel and
you are likely to be met by extremely
blurry houses and out-of-focus manmade
structures, or blurred out areas adjoined
to far more discernible zones. Near Gaza,
however, users can zoom in to clearly see
the devastating aftermath of Israel’'s
military action, such as the detailed
rubble of the ruined Jabalia refugee camp
market.

Israel’s blurriness in Google Maps was
previously due to a U.S. law known as the
Kyl-Bingaman Amendment, which
restricted the clarity of satellite images
that show Israel and areas surrounding it.
Enforced in 1997, it stipulated a resolution
limit of two metres in Ground Sampling
Distance (GSD), which measures how
on-screen pixels translate to actual
distances on the ground. In other words,
a higher GSD value yields a less detailed
and more blurry map, because less data is
captured.

In July 2020, however, the U.S.
Commerce Department published a
Federal Register notice acknowledging
that satellite imagery of Israel was
available through other sources at a better
resolution.

“The Department has therefore
changed the existing resolution limit of
2.0 m GSD to 0.4 m GSD for U.S.-licensed
satellite imaging of Israel,” stated the
notice. In essence, this meant more
detailed data for satellite imagery-and a
clearer look at Israel on the map.

Amnon Harari, who was the head of
space programmes at Israel’s Defence
Ministry, was quoted by Reuters that
month as saying that it was “always
preferable to be seen blurred, rather than
precisely.”

Despite the change in regulations,
multiple locations in Israel are still
blurred on Google Maps, though not
necessarily on other mapping/navigation
platforms.

Several other countries have blurred
out specific areas or particular landmarks

on Google Maps, largely for security
reasons, such as Interpol in France. On
the other hand, entire patches of central
Greenland and Antarctica are also difficult
to explore in detail on Google Maps, with
reasons for this including their climate.

South Korea, meanwhile, has pushed
back against Google’s requests for better
map data. In a translated statement from
last year, the company noted that
international tourists faced “great
inconvenience upon entering the
country,” claiming that the directions
function of Google Maps was not available
in Korea. Travellers instead use a local
offering like Naver, which is restricted to
showing South/North Korea and parts of
their neighbouring countries. However,
Google claimed that it was only
requesting “safe” data, or a “national
basic map’ on a scale of 1:5000.”

Finally, after years of dialogue and
negotiations, Google claimed its victory.
In late February, it was announced that
the internet giant would be allowed to
export high-precision map data to servers
located overseas.

Google’s Vice President Cris Turner
said the company looked forward to
bringing a “fully functioning Google Maps
to Korea,” per media statements.
However, Korea’s government expects
Google to fulfil its security conditions,
such as blurring sensitive facilities, and
not fully revealing the longitude and
latitude coordinates for South Korean
territory, reported Reuters. This easing of
restrictions was a condition that the
Trump administration had reportedly
pushed for, per media outlets.

How does greater mapping freedom
affect Google and its users?

Google has explained that it uses
techniques, including photogrammetry,
to create its satellite-view of Maps, or a
process where it puts together (satellite)
imagery sourced from external providers.
These include state agencies, geological

16Mar. Maps look blurry or difficult to navigate?

T TR gud e & a1 Afdie s g gar @2

e The experience of using Google Maps is different in certain locations.

Which countries resist being mapped and why?

$S M R T

A HT IUANT I BT 3gHd U ghar 81

survey organisations and commercial
imagery providers, according to a Google
blogpost from 2020.

From the company’s perspective,
better quality data of popular, frequently
visited places — such as South Korea —
makes navigation easier and safer for
those using Google Maps in such
locations. Accurate satellite data also
plays a crucial role in journalism and
activism; images of Gaza rubble from
multiple platforms were used to raise
international awareness about Israel’s
widespread bombing of civilian homes,
even as the country insisted that it was
targeting Hamas with precision.

Widening access to high-quality,
verifiable satellite imagery is also helpful
when detecting falsified images. Take the
case of a satellite image published by
Tehran Times, which claimed to show a
destroyed U.S. base in Qatar, during the
U.S.-Iran war this month. However,
researchers soon identified this as an
Al-edited fake image.

‘When Google Maps can obtain better
satellite/mapping data, there is a definite
benefit for its business as well. Once key
cities and international hubs are mapped
out in detail, this can ease the way for
Google parent Alphabet to potentially
deploy its Waymo robotaxis there while
using its own navigational data, rather
than depending on a third-party
navigation company’s technology.

However, some South Korean experts
have raised antitrust concerns, noting
that Google’s enhanced access to Korea’s
map data could make it harder for local
companies like Naver to compete and
hold their own against an international
giant.

As Google continues to juggle the
navigational needs of billions of users
with the security requests of their
governments, the integrity of satellite
images on Maps is not just a technology
challenge, but an urgent geopolitical
issue.

e In several countries, users get turn-by-turn driving instructions and street-level views,
while in other places the maps appear blurry and difficult to navigate.

B% o H ST Aral &) eH-ara- grsfat Fdw ok we-dad exa fad ¥, oefd $o
R R TR ot feamg ¢ § ok Afaiwe +fe gan g

e Auser's Google Maps experience is often linked to national regulations that restrict

satellite imaging and geographic surveys.

1 TS A U TR 3 UPIT Fawl | T har 3 o Aearge FARAT 3R
ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ&wﬁaﬁwﬂﬁamﬁ%
e This raises questions about security and transparency.

U GRET 3R URGRIAT A IS U9 IO gd g

PI-T ¢ AT 371 fay P & 8k

e Several countries with hostile relations with neighbours or militant groups resist detailed

mapping on Google’s navigation system.
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They fear that detailed satellite imagery could help in targeting critical infrastructure or
planning attacks.

I3 SHTRIHT Tt § b favga Aeerge s &1 IuahT Ageayul Srawr=-T &1 fA=m=r s9F
1 gl DI A1 g9 H {61 o Jovell 5

Countries such as India, Israel, and South Korea have gradually changed their stance on
mapping over time.

YR, SURTSS 3R o1 HINTT S = 3 90y & Iy AT H) AHR 301 39 g5 g
These changes date back several decades.
J §EdId S SP] Ugd 4 L= 8T |

In 2007, the BBC reported that India asked Google to reduce the detail in some Google
Earth images for security reasons.

2007 ® dtdiwft 7 RUid far i URa 7 JRam RN A [ A $ T 3 At &) wgan
U HIA B HT 41

In 2016, India rejected Google’s request to capture ground-level photographs for Street
View.

gﬁmﬁ@zq%%ﬁ-waﬁﬁﬂﬁ%w%s@ﬂﬁmm
T

Street View returned to India in 2022.

e 992022 ® YR ¥ fhe & 3= garm|

In late 2025, Google announced that it was enhancing Maps using Gemini Al to provide
personalised travel advice and answers to user queries.

2025 ¥ 3fd W TRTA 3 GvoN Ht s 98 A wang & Areny A A o) IgaR I T §,
O safeaTa ar Tee 3R SuaRTwate & uel & Iv fira o

The company also said it had data for about 35 million places in India.

SO = I P ISP U HIRA H T 3.5 HIS T HT ST ¢

Israel is another country that presents a challenge for Google Maps users.

goTsd ) 01 3 © SRl T A SURTE At B HISATS ST ATHAT HIA1 USdT 8
Many parts of Israel appear extremely blurry, with houses and structures out of focus.
SRS & b [ 9gd g f3wms 4 8, 5l W oik WRag v 76} fead|

Near Gaza, however, users can zoom in and clearly see the destruction caused by Israel’s
military operations, including the ruins of the Jabalia refugee camp market.

BTG ST & UIRT SUTNTHdl SoRISe A0 HRATs A g8 darel, S srarferar TRomdf fRifaw
TOIR & Tad, HI T FU I <4 95 g |

The blurring of Israel on Google Maps was previously due to the Kyl-Bingaman
Amendment, a U.S. law passed in 1997.

T AW TR ZoRIZd &1 YYATI Uge HIgd-fama= T=ne, S 1997 § ar] Mkt A
Y1, & BRI UT|

This law limited the resolution of satellite images of Israel to 2 metres Ground Sampling
Distance (GSD).

Y FHTH & dgd FURISA Bt FeaTse awdiR] &) wwar 2 Hex ads Jufeim fedw o
Hiftra & e R

Ground Sampling Distance (GSD) measures how on-screen pixels correspond to actual
ground distance.

;mwm%m%%wq%mw“mwﬁﬁmaﬁ
I

A higher GSD value produces a blurrier image because less detailed data is captured.
I GSD A A i sif¥es gerer gian 8, Fife o1 fawga Se1 ais gar gl

In July 2020, the U.S. Commerce Department acknowledged that higher-resolution
images of Israel were already available through other sources.

SATE 2020 H AR Aoy fAURT 3 WieR fha {6 gerEd Ft Sw-ReTegRm awiy
3 il § Ugd g Suasy of|
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The government therefore reduced the restriction from 2.0 m GSD to 0.4 m GSD.
Y dIG AHAT DI 2.0 X GSD & UeTHR 0.4 Hiex GSD & fear M|

This allowed clearer satellite images of Israel.

SN URTSA @1 fU® WY AdATse adiy Sudsy g ol |

Amnon Harari, former head of space programmes at Israel’s Defence Ministry, said it is
“always preferable to be seen blurred rather than precisely.”

RIS & &1 HaATerd & Sfafer STdhHT $ T 7@ 3 g 3 ol b «xuy fewrs 33
& guirg Yy faaTg 31 AR dER ST 3 1”

Despite regulatory changes, many locations in Israel remain blurred on Google Maps,
though they may appear clearer on other mapping platforms.

fout o geag & Srace SRS & ®s I T Awg R 3l off g fewars 3a € Sefes
3 AT Wewid W) 3 WY 8 I d 8|

Some countries have blurred specific landmarks or sensitive sites, such as Interpol’s
headquarters in France, mainly for security reasons.

$3 < A faRiy =yl a1 Jae-T=ita = @1 judr $R faar 8, OF Wiy § gevuia e,
T YT RN |

In contrast, large parts of central Greenland and Antarctica are also difficult to explore in
detail on Google Maps due to climatic and environmental factors.

9% fqiid Mds ok SieThiedt & ity R +ft 7 oy R R @ Ten +feA |,
Wmmmaﬁ?whwﬂum?a

South Korea, meanwhile, has pushed back against Google’s requests for better map
data.

34t st gféor Hifvar A T & dgar AU ST F gl BT faRiy frar g

In a translated statement from last year, Google noted that international tourists faced
great inconvenience upon entering Korea because the directions function of Google
Maps was not available there.

e oY & SrfaTiad FaT & 7T 3 gl b aRur HIRET 3 T STy wdewy B
HIE AT et 8, Fifp I8t [ra Awy 1 fe=-FAdwm iR Suasy 81 81

Travellers instead rer on a local navigation platform called Naver.

I 3P IO AGR ATHS VIR AFNRE Wew it &1 3uan Hd ¢

However, Naver maps are restricted to showing South Korea, North Korea, and parts of
neighbouring countries.

BTaN® AaR A Had S0 HHAT, IR HIfvar R Tsiil ¢ & 7o el &1 ) femm
% Hifia €

Google said it was requesting only “safe data”, or a “national basic map on a scale of
1:5000.”

TTe A Bl o 98 baet “FRf&d Ser, U 1:5000 P THM W AP 99 AY &1 77 5 61 5
After years of dialogue and negotiations, Google claimed a major breakthrough.

Fs Ul Bt gradid 3R qratef & 91 PTe A Th Hg@yul TwherdT BT ardl faan|

In late February, it was announced that Google would be allowed to export high-
precision map data to overseas servers.

B! F 3id A g8 9V &1 TS % T DI Iw-AEbar ara A9 ST o1 fagwn 7 fRua wdi
R frafa e ot srgafa & st

Google’s Vice President Cris Turner said the company looked forward to launching a “fully
functioning Google Maps in Korea.”

TTd & ST fopd TR A w81 b Huht “gféor Hifvar & ¢t ave srafes [ra Agw aq
& o Ig> B

Hov\}//ever, the South Korean government expects Google to meet security conditions.
BT GI&OT HINATS WRBR TG4 & b T Y& et BT Urer= B |

These include blurring sensitive facilities and not revealing precise longitude and
latitude coordinates for South Korean territory.

1 i & YR Ufagl &) Udr ST 3R TP IRTaR-3A&T (A3=® 1 ¢ ave
Uhe = BT A 8
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Media reports suggested that the Trump administration had pushed for easing these
restrictions.

Tifear Ruiel & AR U URImE= = 39 ufdasdl & 0 & & e gara s1ar o7l

How does greater mapping freedom affect Google and its users?

e AT Tae=rar &7 e 3R IUGRTHars U= T YHTT USdl 872

Google has explained that it uses photogrammetry techniques to create the satellite view

in Google Maps.

T A §A1 § [ 98 e A ® Sedrge T §9M & U Blerumid ae-tel o1 ST

FRATI

This process combines satellite imagery from multiple external providers.

39 Uishar § P8 T8 Wil A uTd Aearge Rl &1 v 1y ST Sirdr |

These providers include state agencies, geological survey organisations, and

commercial imagery companies.

%??ﬂa%?ﬁﬁmqﬁm YIS IO TS 3R TS FHORY Buf~ar mivra
I

From Google’s perspective, better quality mapping data in frequently visited locations

such as South Korea improves navigation safety and convenience.

gﬁ%&wﬂwm%mmﬁmﬁqéﬂﬁmﬁeﬂﬁw&m
gy e a1a1 2|

Accurate satellite imagery also plays a major role in journalism and activism.

fspgar # +ft agayefl yftreT v g

For example, images of rubble in Gaza from various platforms were used to raise global

awareness about Israel’s bombing of civilian areas.

JETERUT & foTT TTAT & Herd &Y AeaTse awdiR) BT I ARTRS & IR FRISd &b JHaR)

P IR H Ay SITREwdT 911 & fore fovar T

Access to high-quality satellite imagery also helps detect falsified or manipulated

images.

ﬁgﬂﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ?mwuﬁaﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁaﬂwmwﬂﬁw
|

For instance, a satellite image published by Tehran Times claimed to show a destroyed
U.S. base in Qatar during the U.S.-Iran war, but researchers later proved it was an Al-
edited fake image.
IETERUT & foT AT TSR GRT UHIRIG Aearge awdR § SANSI-3 g &b IR Ha
H e AR 9 g o un, A Dyepaian 3 a1q § 5 gand gRT HuIfdd Wil fr
Hrferd foban|
Better satellite data also provides business advantages for Google.

21 Te F fore saraarie @y ot werH war 3|
If major cities and global hubs are mapped in detail, Google’s parent company Alphabet
could deploy Waymo robotaxis using its own navigation data.
I T TR MR Ay Hal &) fawaR § AY far ST €, o 0T 61 Yo HU- Sreprae 3
A0 ARt B U T F AFIRE ST F YR UR TaTierd B dbdl 3|
This would reduce dependence on third-party navigation technologies.
U9 Y e a1 Afa=E aoiel iR frRar 9 ghft
However, some South Korean experts have raised antitrust concerns.
TS o SR BIRGTE RRrag A yfaasf R Riard o & 21
They warn that Google’s increased access to Korean map data could weaken local
companies like Naver.
1 BE1 ¢ fob BINGT & AY ST 9% T B 9¢d! Ugd RITIG HUf~al S Fav i
wfawguf Ht FUER HT THdt 8

As Google balances the navigation needs of billions of users with government security
demands, the integrity of satellite imagery has become a major geopolitical issue.

T T SIRET SUARTR AT & AR TRl 3R WRPTRT B YR Wil b St Heger
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16Mar | Building India’s climate resilience with water at the core

Od @l Bg H IGHI URd Bl Tadrg Ge-Tiiaar &1 f=aior

BIG SHOT

An Amazonian turtle (Podocnemis expansa) at Jau
National Park, located in the Anavilhanas
archipelago in the Amazon rainforest, in Amazonas
State of Brazil, on Saturday.

Riverine communities and scientists have released
around 1,500 turtles into the environment as part of
a programme to assist the reproduction of the
species.
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Ice patches on melting glaciers greater
threat than thought: ISRO scientists

Researchers have found that the presence of exposed ice patches on the Srikanta Glacier immediately before the flood in Uttarakhand on August 5, 2025,

was a signal of ongoing deglaciation and a direct indicator in the landscape of the likelihood of such floods

Meen!ﬁ!"""" "" "I

new study by scientists from
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), published

in NPJ] Natural Hazards,
examines the August 5, 2025 flash flood
that destroyed Dharali village in
Uttarakhand and killed six people. It
sheds light on how warming temperatures
affect glaciers, especially exposed ice
patches on retreating glaciers, and
highlights the need to monitor glaciers
using satellite images to provide early
warnings of possible disasters.

The study, titled ‘Ice-patch collapse
and early-warning implications from a
Himalayan flash flood: emerging
cryo-hydrological hazards under
deglaciation’, concludes that the collapse
of an ice patch on the glacier above
Dharali is linked to deglaciation in the
Himalaya.

‘The authors say the findings could help
improve understanding of climate risk
and disaster preparedness. The study
shows that the flash flood was triggered
by the collapse of an ice patch in the
nivation area of the Srikanta glacier.

Nivation is defined as the erosion of the
ground beneath and around a snow bank,
primarily as a result of alternate freezing
and thawing. This can form a nivation
hollow, which gradually becomes deeper
when snow repeatedly accumulates in the
same place.

History of extreme events

The study area lies in the upper
Bhagirathi river basin in Uttarkashi
district of Uttarakhand. It covers the
ridge-to-valley system from the Srikanta
glacier to Dharali village, located at a
height of 2,650-2,700 m along the
Bhagirathi river. The village lies
downstream of the glacier-fed Khir Gad
stream, which originates from the
Srikanta glacier, flows through Dharali,
and then joins the Bhagirathi river. The
Khir Gad divides Dharali into right- and
left-hand bank settlements, increasing its
risk of flash floods.

The region has a documented history
of extreme events, including the large
landslides that brought down massive
boulders during the June 2013 Himalayan
floods. The researchers used satellite
observations, high-resolution topographic
analysis, and visual records to reconstruct
the sequence of events linking unstable
glacier ice to the sudden flood.

The findings expand the range of
recognised glacier-related hazards in the
Himalaya and identify exposed ice
patches as an under-recognised risk from
glacier melt.

‘The Dharali event also shows how
instability in the cryosphere can create
hazards downstream in high-altitude

regions.
The study calls for closer monitoring of
glaciers and argues that the focus should

extend beyond glacial lake outburst floods
(or GLOFs) to include smaller, often
overlooked instabilities in the cryosphere.
The exposure of ice patches in the
Srikanta glacier before the flood
represents a transitional state in the
snow-ice regime. “Pre-event imagery
during the ablation period revealed
exposed ice patches on steep north- to
northeast-facing slopes, indicating
thinning seasonal snow and firn cover
consistent with ongoing deglaciation,” the
authors wrote in the paper.

Such exposure indicates thinning
seasonal snow and firn, which is ice that
lies between snow and fully formed
glacial ice.It usually occurs when warmer
conditions reduce the insulating snow
layer that stabilises the ice beneath.

Ice patches covered by firn and
seasonal snow are relatively resistant to
short-term temperature changes whereas
exposed ice is more likely to shift or
loosen. Because exposed ice responds
more quickly to temperature changes or
heavy rainfall, it can melt, fragment or
collapse more easily, releasing ice,
meltwater, and debris that can trigger
flash floods.

Therefore, the study finds that the
presence of exposed ice patches on the
Srikanta Glacier inmediately before the
floods of August 5 was a signal of ongoing
deglaciation and a direct indicator in the
landscape that increased the likelihood of
such floods.

Satellite observations

Srikanta Glacier is a small- to
medium-sized valley glacier with a height
of 6,133 m, around 9.8 km upstream of

0 anouid Pow |
Ascreengrab shows houses being swept away after heavy rains triggered by a cloudburst at Dharali, Uttarkashi district, Uttarakhand in August 2025. pTi

Nivation is defined as the erosion
of the ground beneath and
around a snow bank, primarily as
a result of alternate freezing and
thawing. This can form a nivation
hollow, which gradually becomes
deeper when snow repeatedly
accumulates in the same place

Dharali. The glacier has steep
accumulation and ablation zones,
seasonal snow cover, and extensive
nivation areas. i ing and

terrain, the study said. In steep nivation
hollows, such instability can suddenly
release ice, meltwater, and debris,
triggering downslope mass movement
and related cryo-hydrological hazards.

The Dharali flash flood illustrates how
cryospheric instability can trigger
geomorphic changes and create hazards

in high-altitude Hi

regions. The study finds that the rapid
disintegration of an exposed ice patch in
the nivation zone of the Srikanta glacier
was the main cause of the event.

The reconstructed sequence, from the
of the ice patch during the

expedition reports describe unstable ice
surfaces, steep slopes, avalanche-prone
terrain, and persistent nivation zones
beneath the ridge below the Srikanta
peak, the paper said.

Akey implication of the study is that it
shows the value of pre-event satellite
observations for early warning. Satellite
images showed exposed ice patches
persisting in the nivation zone during the
ablation period, when the glacier loses ice
and snow. This indicated that the seasonal
snow and firn cover had thinned.

Studies from other cold regions,
including the Canadian Arctic and
Greenland, also show that the collapse of
ice patches can trigger hazards as glaciers
lose more ice and snow due to regional
warming.

Identifying nivation hollows
Although rarely reported from the
Himalaya, events such as the February
2021 Chamoli rock-ice avalanche

de the growing promi e of
cryospheric hazards in deglaciati;

ablation period to its disappearance and
the resulting downstream impacts, shows
how earth-observation data can help
identify and reconstruct such extreme
events in remote mountain terrain.

“A broader implication of this analysis
is the identification of nivation hollows as
geomorphologically sensitive zones for
cryospheric instability,” the authors
concluded.

“Persistent snow and ice retention on
north- to northeast-facing slopes below
the Srikanta ridge created conditions
conducive to ice-patch exposure and
subsequent failure during the ablation
season. Similar settings are widespread
across the Himalaya, suggesting that
systematic identification and monitoring
of such zones should form part of
regional hazard assess- ment and
disaster-risk reduction strategies in the
context of ongoing deglaciation
(Meena Menon is an independent
Jjournalist, researcher and author. She has
a PhD from the University of Leeds.

il.com)
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A key implication of the study
is that it shows the value of
pre-event satellite
observations for early warning

v

Satellite images showed
exposed ice patches persisting
in the nivation zone during the
ablation period, when the
glacier loses ice and snow. This
indicated that the seasonal
snow and firn cover had
thinned

v

Studies also show that the
collapse of ice patches can
trigger hazards as glaciers lose
more ce and snow due to
regional warming

v

The study calls for closer
monitoring of glaciers and
argues that the focus should
extend beyond glacial lake
outburst floods to include
smaller, often overlooked
instabilities in the cryosphere

16Mar. Ice patches on melting glaciers greater threat than thought: ISRO
scientists

e WRRRY = 9 & T e A 3fe TR ISRO 7P

Researchers have found that the presence of exposed ice patches on the Srikanta Glacier
immediately before the flood in Uttarakhand on August 5, 2025, was a signal of ongoing
deglaciation and a direct indicator in the landscape of the likelihood of such floods.

YAl A IR f 5 3PRE 2025 P! ITRIES H 318 97¢ T 31 Ugd Mpdr MRRR W
ferars 37 aral W 9 & U9 T« W6 SFARMTRA (deglaciation) T Ydbd & 3R T 916 B
THTaT T uReed § yde Johdsd U

Ice patches on melting glaciers greater threat than thought: ISRO scientists

TARRRY IR 3y U9 ugd 9 AfUd 981 @dRT: ISRO e

A new study by scientists from the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), published
in NPJ Natural Hazards, examines the August 5, 2025 flash flood that destroyed Dharali
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village in Uttarakhand and killed six people.

HRATT fafer SITHYU WIS (ISRO) & aI-idh! gRT fahall 711 T =11 39, St NPJ Natural
Hazards o USRI 31T §, 5 SRR 2025 B FAR GAS P! S Bl § FoI SRIES &
SRTeH 7T H1 78 R 331 3R B8 AR &1 Jg 81 TS|

It sheds light on how warming temperatures affect glaciers, especially exposed ice
patches on retreating glaciers, and highlights the need to monitor glaciers using satellite
images to provide early warnings of possible disasters.

Ig §AIdT ¢ fob gga aTaaT TARRRT Bt F gUIfad 34 8, Ry w0 9 fid ged kRt
TR G 313 T, 3R JuIfad simuerstt &) gd Adra-it 37 & foe Searse 39 & Arey 9
TARRRY B AR ST STaRadHdT HI SR BT ¢

The study, titled ‘lce-patch collapse and early-warning implications from a Himalayan
flash flood: emerging cryo-hydrological hazards under deglaciation’, concludes that the
collapse of an ice patch on the glacier above Dharali is linked to deglaciation in the
Himalaya.

‘Ice-patch collapse and early-warning implications from a Himalayan flash flood:
emerging cryo-hydrological hazards under deglaciation’ ?ﬁw?ﬂﬁsﬁ 3egg § ey
fyaTen T & b eRTeft & SR FRUT ARRR W 315w 99 31 g fguray # ARz
(deglaciation) QQSTE&H%I

The authors say the findings could help improve understanding of climate risk and disaster
preparedness.

TGD! H FH1 ¢ [ T ey Faarg Sifaw iR ATuer dart Bt A I IgR a1 & Heg
IR qHd g

The study shows that the flash flood was triggered by the collapse of an ice patch in the
nivation area of the Srikanta glacier.

YT Y Ud1 IAdT & & TR Uae Npdl WRRR & Fa9 &7 (nivation area) H T 3MgH
P F eI ATE §

Nivation is defined as the erosion of the ground beneath and around a snow bank,
primarily as a result of alternate freezing and thawing.

A= (Nivation) 1 9% & &3 & TR 3R SMHUTH &1 YA F &R0 & = § yRyIfa fasar
ST &, S e aR-aR 594 3R fUraeq &1 ufshar & SR g |

This can form a nivation hollow, which gradually becomes deeper when snow repeatedly
accumulates in the same place.

39 U fAa=M 84T (nivation hollow) §9 JabdT §, S $R-4fX TT8R1 8iaT STal € oid U &t
WM R IR-IR 9% AT gidl &

History of extreme events

IRH g3 1 sfag™

The study area lies in the upper Bhagirathi river basin in Uttarkashi district of
Uttarakhand.

ST §F ITRIES & ITRBTR forat & fRyd Fudt urnfRedt 7Y aR= & s 31

It covers the ridge-to-valley system from the Srikanta glacier to Dharali village, located at
a height of 2,650-2,700 m along the Bhagirathi river.

Tg HfidhdT TARTER | tRTeA g T P ridge-to-valley RIFEH & SR BT 7, o HTIARA
Tt & IR 2,650-2,700 Hiex FT A W R@ 5|

The village lies downstream of the glacier-fed Khir Gad stream, which originates from the
Srikanta glacier, flows through Dharali, and then joins the Bhagirathi river.

Ig 7Td TAR™R A 9iftd TR TS (Khir Gad) YRT & ST & fRyd g, <t fdrar @R 3
fAwadt B, trTeft J S 5t § ok ag F yrhiwedt =1 & firer Sch 7

The Khir Gad divides Dharali into right- and left-hand bank settlements, increasing its risk
of flash floods.

R TS 4RTel B g 3R 914 fFR 3 afeqal # i o=t ®, P v ws &1
QW §¢ W1 g

The region has a documented history of extreme events, including the large landslides that
brought down massive boulders during the June 2013 Himalayan floods.
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=g & B TR geATsit &1 ool Sfaer 7, oy S 2013 ¥} feurardt a1g % SR gu ES
YRGe A &, forei- fazme diese 9 @ few 3

The researchers used satellite observations, high-resolution topographic analysis, and
visual records to reconstruct the sequence of events linking unstable glacier ice to the
sudden flood.

Meymdisll 7 Aearge raaied, SH-RulegRq Warpfas fazayr, ik exa el &1
mﬁaﬁ%amﬁﬁmwaﬁwanﬁmﬁﬁﬁsﬁwmaﬁ%mm

g ~afu I

The findings expand the range of recognised glacier-related hazards in the Himalaya and
identify exposed ice patches as an under-recognised risk from glacier melt.

3 frsnd feaTera & RMR A 98 TRl & UgdH & Gk &1 IR 33d § 3R ga 31gy i
! TARRR fraem A IUF TP $H UgIMT T S8y ard 8

The Dharali event also shows how instability in the cryosphere can create hazards
downstream in high-altitude regions.

RTe e g o g § o prewhr # sifRRar 9 3= feurerdt &= & seawim &
TR DI ST PR GHl gl

The study calls for closer monitoring of glaciers and argues that the focus should extend
beyond glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs) to include smaller, often overlooked
instabilities in the cryosphere.

3T TARRRY B 31t Mebe ATRM B Sraggerdl R SR ST 8 3R d <dT & b & paa
AR AP ASeaR WIS (GLOFs) TF Wfd T8t g1 =nfeu afew fewvisa & Bl 3R
IR 3 fRRarif o1 +ff i wAm =nfgul

The exposure of ice patches in the Srikanta glacier before the flood represents a
transitional state in the snow-ice regime.

q1¢ § Ugd Hfidar WRFR § 9% & U B1 IWNR 1 fTH-a sqaxT $1 T JHHur
ARYT ) ST B

“Pre-event imagery during the ablation period revealed exposed ice patches on steep
north- to northeast-facing slopes, indicating thinning seasonal snow and firn cover
consistent with ongoing deglaciation,” the authors wrote in the paper.

g A fera fos fewers ®1e & SR U ge-gd et o IR | SwR-qd @ 3R ga
Ireft WSt ga™I IR IAFR T & T4 @ Ay, S vt 96 iR Aegad! 9 1 iRa &
Udel g1 B qxMid § 3R U8 ORI v g &/ & SrgEu Bl

Such exposure indicates thinning seasonal snow and firn, which is ice that lies between
snow and fully formed glacial ice.

U7 IR ST At g 3R Aeaad! at & uad g1 &l SiaT 8, o JTYRr gt 3R gof
U 94 fguee 3t 3 & §l9 Rd gt 21

It usually occurs when warmer conditions reduce the insulating snow layer that
stabilises the ice beneath. ]

g qgd: 9 giaT ¢ oie ffire T ufkfRuferat 3 s=_die #eA arelt 96 $t wRd Bt HH
F <l § ot - B 9 B R T 336t 7

Ice patches covered by firn and seasonal snow are relatively resistant to short-term
temperature changes whereas exposed ice is more likely to shift or loosen.

aadl b R ARt 9% | ¢ Tib & V9 stendd sreudTierd argd uRad & ufa
it g 8 mww%mﬁmaﬁmaﬁaﬂﬂm 3few gt B
Because exposed ice responds more quickly to temperature changes or heavy rainfall,
it can melt, fragment or collapse more easily, releasing ice, meltwater, and debris that
can trigger flash floods.

Fifdh IANR T aqaT giad=T a1 Ui aut & ufa siftres dsft @ ufafsear o<t 8, safen
T8 3ftre S | FUad 9adl 8, ge TPl @ U1 €8 IPdl §, S b, forgem gem urht
3R HAET P ad g S SRS 918 B S0 IR Jhdl gl

Therefore, the study finds that the presence of exposed ice patches on the Srikanta
Glacier immediately before the floods of August 5 was a signal of ongoing deglaciation
and a direct indicator in the landscape that increased the likelihood of such floods.

gafery sregg § Ut T f 5 3RA B 916 T i Ugd Hfiehdr TARIR IR I9NR 96 & U9
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Satellite observations

ITIE aAIH

Srikanta Glacier is a small- to medium-sized valley glacier with a height of 6,133 m,
around 9.8 km upstream of Dharali.

il WRRR U@ BT A Ad TSR &1 9l fFue 3 ! Sa7 6,133 Hex © SR 78
RTE | T 9.8 T SR 1 3R R 71

The glacier has steep accumulation and ablation zones, seasonal snow cover, and
extensive nivation areas.

39 feude o W) Y= 3R &g 8, Wit 9% #t wa, iR fawga fFavE &7 g e 8
Mountaineering and expedition reports describe unstable ice surfaces, steep slopes,
avalanche-prone terrain, and persistent nivation zones beneath the ridge below the
Srikanta peak, the paper said.

TR & IR TdarRIgyr 3R i & feuiel & SifRR o @t Jds, @St eam,
Ruegeq dutfaa &=, 3k fdrar RReR & 1 $t frar & -7 wrft fFazE & &1 aof
o m gl

A key implication of the study is that it shows the value of pre-event satellite observations
for early warning.

I F1 U Hega@yul fswy I8 § for 98 ge1-ud IuUg Saaid-l & R Jara-t & fag
HE I M 5|

Satellite images showed exposed ice patches persisting in the nivation zone during the
ablation period, when the glacier loses ice and snow.

Iuwre A o IR 9% & U fawE & ® fRuera s1a & SR & gu fiwrs Ry, 5@
feuig 9 3R fRemw @ ar 8|
This indicated that the seasonal snow and firn cover had thinned.

Y Gohd firan f Wit few oiv wegadf 9 @Y ura uaeh 8 18 A

Studies from other cold regions, including the Canadian Arctic and Greenland, also show
that the collapse of ice patches can trigger hazards as glaciers lose more ice and snow
due to regional warming.

3 =i &, S8 S1STS Sebfes 3R WHds i §, & e W i & e ab &
|

Identifying nivation hollows

B Ugdar

Although rarely reported from the Himalaya, events such as the February 2021 Chamoli
rock-ice avalanche demonstrate the growing prominence of cryospheric hazards in
deglaciating terrain, the study said.

aw%wwﬁ%mmﬁ@wm@aﬁﬁéwﬁﬁ% R off weast 2021 T
iﬁﬁﬂ?%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁmaﬁ
!

In steep nivation hollows, such instability can suddenly release ice, meltwater, and debris,
triggering downslope mass movement and related cryo-hydrological hazards.

@3t frawe at & U SfRRar srae T, fraar g it ok Taet I wand §, o™
ggﬂmﬁmﬂmweﬁwmmmwmaﬁma
|

The Dharali flash flood illustrates how cryospheric instability can trigger geomorphic
changes and create hazards downstream in high-altitude Himalayan regions.

RS TR UeTS T8 gfd § % fRmiseit SifRRar 359 Y-smpfas uftads & SoF 3R
Tl ¢ 3R = ferTerdt &5 & ST & Wav¥ a1 R Tl 3
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The study finds that the rapid disintegration of an exposed ice patch in the nivation zone
of the Srikanta glacier was the main cause of the event.

terg o Ut T i e fRueig & faw &3 § IR 9% & 99 &7 g faged 59 ge
D BT HIRUT YT |

The reconstructed sequence, from the exposure of the ice patch during the ablation
period to its disappearance and the resulting downstream impacts, shows how earth-
observation data can help identify and reconstruct such extreme events in remote
mountain terrain.

gAHTHa gy, S ffvers o1a & SR T & U9 &1 SUFR §FT1 ¥ A6 39 e
B 3R IR I ST WHTG! d B! Uishdr M 8, T8 feaman § i gadt sraaie
s HY gR Uddrg &= § Ut TRy geei @1 ugar iR qAf-uir & e #R 94§
“A broader implication of this analysis is the identification of nivation hollows as
geomorphologically sensitive zones for cryospheric instability,” the authors concluded.

Al 7 fsey AT fob 59 fazawur &1 v age sy = el &t
TR F T Y- 3npfaw ©u & Tag=ia & & Fu H ugar- 3|

“Persistent snow and ice retention on north- to northeast-facing slopes below the

Srikanta ridge created conditions conducive to ice-patch exposure and subsequent
failure during the ablation season.

sficrar el F R IR A IWR-yd F 3R gaH! W {W 3R 96 ST TIar 79 g1 Tt
Rfufaal Iad Fral § S feuera g & SR 9% & 9 & I9NR g1 3R 918 | 3uP
father g1 & o ergea €1t €1

Similar settings are widespread across the Himalaya, suggesting that systematic
identification and monitoring of such zones should form part of regional hazard
assessment and disaster-risk reduction strategies in the context of ongoing
deglaciation.

Tt uRfyfoaT q¥ fewrera o amue U & Ut STt 8, S g8 Yo e g for T e @
IR Uga 3R AR &) 7a R feueie e & deuf A ety warT geaiaT iR
3TUST S| gHIHRor Yol o1 fewan s=mar S gl
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Building India’s climate resilience with water at the core

COP 30, the 30th session of the United

Nations Climate Change Conference, held
in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025, marked a
decisive shift in how adaptation is understood —
not as an abstract promise of resilience, but as a
measurable, accountable discipline grounded in
systems that function under stress. At the centre
of this shift is ‘water’, moving from the margins of
infrastructure planning to the core of climate
survival. For the first time, global adaptation
indicators integrated water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) into climate accountability,
reshaping the water-food-climate nexus with
implications for all countries, including India.

B randed the “COP of Implementation,”

Climate change felt through water

Climate change is experienced most viscerally
through water. Floods submerge cities, droughts
hollow out rural economies, glacial melt
destabilises Himalayan river systems, saline
intrusion contaminates coastal aquifers, and
erratic monsoons disrupt food security.
Agriculture alone accounts for roughly 40% of
anthropogenic methane emissions, with rice
cultivation, livestock systems, and organic waste
at the centre of the challenge. So, water use
efficiency, wastewater reuse, aquifer recharge,
and resilient sanitation systems are now climate
strategies as much as development priorities.

The 59 Belém Adaptation Indicators, under the
UAE Framework for Global Climate Resilience,
signal a new discipline in global governance. Two
clusters stand out. The first focuses on
climate-resilient water and sanitation systems:
reducing climate-induced water scarcity, building
resilience to floods and droughts, ensuring
universal access to safe drinking water, and
upgrading sanitation infrastructure to withstand
extreme events. The second emphasises risk
governance: universal multi-hazard early warning
systems by 2027, strengthened
hydrometeorological services, and updated
national vulnerability assessments by 2030.
Water security is no longer about asset creation; it
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Guided by the
Belém
indicators, India
can set an
example for the
Global South by
making water
systems resilient

is about whether systems continue to deliver
when climate stress intensifies.

Not starting from scratch

India is building on existing foundations. The
consolidation, in 2019, of water governance
under the Ministry of Jal Shakti marked a shift
toward integrated stewardship, while the Water
Vision 2047 aligns with Belém’s adaptation
framework, emphasising sustainability, equity,
and resilience.

Groundwater management illustrates this
transition. The evolution of the National Aquifer
Mapping and Management (NAQUIM) Programme
2.0 has moved from mapping aquifers to
implementing aquifer-level management plans
(hydrogeological knowledge to policy action),
exemplifying the systems integration that global
adaptation indicators now require.

River rejuvenation tells a similar story. The
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has
moved beyond sewage treatment to integrate
biodiversity, digital monitoring, and international
collaboration, making clean rivers a buffer against
climate volatility.

Despite visible progress, three systemic risks
threaten to slow momentum. First, water scarcity
remains acute and unevenly distributed. Most
climate disasters in India are water-related, and
WASH systems often serve as the first line of
defence. Ensuring rural and urban water supply
during floods or prolonged droughts would
require climate stress testing of infrastructure,
diversification of sources, and redundancy in
service delivery — not simply expanding coverage
figures.

Second, adaptation finance remains fragile.
While global rhetoric speaks of mobilising $1.3
trillion annually by 2035, operational pathways
remain uncertain. Without predictable and
accessible flows of adaptation finance,
post-disaster recovery will crowd out long-term
resilience planning. Water projects need explicit
classification and funding as climate investments,
not mere sectoral costs.

Third, digital fragmentation persists. Despite
India’s vast hydrological and meteorological data,
an Artificial Intelligence-driven real-time
integration into planning, budgeting, and local
governance systems remains limited.

A closer look at India’s institutional landscape
reveals that most global adaptation targets
already have corresponding domestic missions.
Drinking water coverage, sanitation expansion,
irrigation efficiency, urban water reforms, and
climate action plans exist across Ministries and
States. Climate stress indicators must be
embedded into mission dashboards.

Belém calls for convergence, not reinvention.
India’s strength in digital public infrastructure
offers an opportunity to integrate hydrological
data, crop advisories, insurance and financial
flows into interoperable platforms for real-time
decision-making.

Belém indicators guide climate survival
The Belém indicators are not a bureaucratic
checklist; they are a dashboard for survival. If
implemented with seriousness, they can
transform adaptation from a peripheral
conversation into the organising principle of
development strategy. India stands at a pivotal
moment. Its domestic water reforms,
technological capabilities, and community-led
initiatives position it not just as a participant in
global climate negotiations but also as a potential
leader in operationalising adaptation at scale.
‘Water must anchor climate action.
Implementation must be swift, equitable, and
technologically robust. Resilience should be
measured not by infrastructure built, but by
systems that continue to serve people when the
next flood arrives, when the next drought lingers,
and when the next climate shock tests the
nation’s preparedness. India has much of the
blueprint in place. India should align its missions,
metrics and money quickly enough to convert
ambition into measurable resilience — and in
doing so, lead the Global South by its exemplary
performance.

16Mar. Building India’s climate resilience with water at the core

A D Bg W IGHI URA Bl Taarg Geg-a=itaar &1 f=afor

e Branded the “COP of Implementation,” COP 30, the 30th session of the United Nations
Climate Change Conference, held in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025, marked a decisive
shift in how adaptation is understood — not as an abstract promise of resilience, but as a
measurable, accountable discipline grounded in systems that function under stress.

«HTgT-ag-] BT Sl

arar

30, Sf WY Y

Saarg uiad= IWe-

Cdl

30aT T YT 3R FAgaR 2025 H Foie & Sq0 § ST g3, 3 g foamn f srggad &t
3T Had THAUT P TP 3 a1 &b U & Ta] dfees QA AU 3R Slarade SawAT & =Y
A T &1 36T © S gard Pt FRARY # +ff drf B b |

e At the centre of this shift is ‘water’, moving from the margins of infrastructure planning to
the core of climate survival.

39 URTAH & Hx H O &, S AR JIeiHT & BIRA ¥ Fbaa waary sifea & &g 3

MR

o For the first time, global adaptation indicators integrated water, sanitation, and hygiene
(WASH) into climate accountability, reshaping the water-food-climate nexus with
implications for all countries, including India.

gl IR IfY® P Hbdad! 1 od, Teodl MR W5l AR &I Sdary Saraea! &
1Y ST T, For oId-WTe]-Sea ] WY &1 797 = el SR $U&1 yHId YR afga |t

2 R g

Climate change felt through water

A & WA A YT A aTel Jearyg ufead-

e Climate change is experienced most viscerally through water.

Sedrg

gRad= $T 3HT T Ue =0 I oI & HIedH o 8l ¢
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¢ Floods submerge cities, droughts hollow out rural economies, glacial melt destabilises
Himalayan river systems, saline intrusion contaminates coastal aquifers, and erratic
monsoons disrupt food security.
e e &I Gal it 8, T AT Siferarait o) HHeR R a3, feuHal T frgen
Tt 7} yonfer 1 SRR Rl B, Al Sd &1 Yam adia Yo USRI &1 ugid
FAT ¢ SR SAFrAfia AR @RI GRET ST JHId 3 & |

e Agriculture alone accounts for roughly 40% of anthropogenic methane emissions, with
rice cultivation, livestock systems, and organic waste at the centre of the challenge.

P 3BT § THIHT 40% GO WA IS P T R 7, Foras o Y @t
T YUTTel SR Sae Srafiy g yftiet v B

e So, water use efficiency, wastewater reuse, aquifer recharge, and resilient sanitation
systems are now climate strategies as much as development priorities. )
ZfIT oI SUTNT GerdT, SIURIP Fa Y: ITART, Yord TAHRr iR a<fieft wa=zar wonferar
e e wrufirearsit & Iry-ary Srerarg Yoot oft 59 7 §

e The 59 Belém Adaptation Indicators, under the UAE Framework for Global Climate
Resilience, signal a new discipline in global governance.
AP Jaary A & e Tgad 8RT RfRId el & 3idiid 39U & 59 P A Hhdd
A M B TP S AT BT Tdhd o B

e Two clusters stand out.
T & U g faxy ¥U I Heaqul &

e The first focuses on climate-resilient water and sanitation systems: reducing climate-
induced water scarcity, building resilience to floods and droughts, ensuring universal
access to safe drinking water, and upgrading sanitation infrastructure to withstand
extreme events.

UGl GYE TAdY-TieW] et 3R ¥aeadl Hunferdl W Hiad g: JTedrg-sif-id od Hee ot
U HA1, 916 3R Y@ & ufa ahiered feRia s3=1, Rida taea o aduifie
IUARIAT AT BT, 3R it geArsit &1 JHAET H31 & I Tassdr =T &1
JAd HRATI

e The second emphasises risk governance: universal multi-nazard early warning systems
by 2027, strengthened hydrometeorological services, and updated national vulnerability
assessments by 2030.

ORI g SIfEW I W SR & 5: 2027 9% AAWH® ag-3muer IR Jarast
TUITRRY, ATe] STe-HIH 39T /AT, 3R 2030 9% AEHI HagTierdT e o1 e |

e Water security is no longer about asset creation; it is about whether systems continue to
deliver when climate stress intensifies.
W R&MT 31§ Haq "uiy fAmfor 9% Rt 761 §; afcw 98 39 910 R R & o sierarg gema
g1 W it yonferaf Qe aft 32

Not starting from scratch

BT LA | el

e India is building on existing foundations.
YR HeIaT SMYRY R A0 62 @1 8|

e The consolidation, in 2019, of water governance under the Ministry of Jal Shakti marked a
shift toward integrated stewardship, while the Water Vision 2047 aligns with Belém’s
adaptation framework, emphasising sustainability, equity, and resilience.

2019 ¥ STef Mfe HATErd & Sievfd STe M & THIPR0T - A US4 b1 o= # geaia
I ST, Fafeh aie’ fawd 2047 AW P e1d & 3IE 7 3R fRRET, FHHEET 3R
AT | SR a1

e Groundwater management illustrates this transition.
ST Yee 39 IRad &1 g2far 81

e The evolution of the National Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme (NAQUIM)
2.0 has moved from mapping aquifers to implementing aquifer-level management plans,
exemplifying the systems integration that global adaptation indicators now require.

AP Sy AT SR USU STEHH (NAQUIM) 2.0 1 faehTd STerydl & ATf=or |
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River rejuvenation tells a similar story.
7Y geifae Ht 33 UHR & FHEr FarT 8|
The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has moved beyond sewage treatment to
integrate biodiversity, digital monitoring, and international collaboration, making clean
rivers a buffer against climate volatility.
TS T F=A (NMCG) 319 Fad Hiael SUAR dob Hiftrd =8f TeT afces s9d S

waT, f3fSred R ofR Sfa=ergia weah &1 +ft =nfia fova o 3, ot v wifeat
AR SRR & faes Y& wad ot g |
Despite visible progress, three systemic risks threaten to slow momentum.
Y W & SaSlE di- YOI S 7ifd & <fiar &R Iabd §
First, water scarcity remains acute and unevenly distributed.
Uedl, 9id "we 3t oft Tl SR eRruTe wu A faafa B

Most climate disasters in India are water-related, and WASH systems often serve as the
first line of defence.

YRA B IR STTary SMUId e | el ¢ SR o, Wassdl SR Wa=sdT Jonferal SRR
gl &1 ufed & =0 d Hd el ¢

Ensuring rural and urban water supply during floods or prolonged droughts would
require climate stress testing of infrastructure, diversification of sources, and
redundancy in service delivery, not simply expanding coverage figures.

16 91 49 G@ & SR AT 3R et 9 Smyfd GHfda H1 & U srawiva=n &1
ATy a91d gdteqor, wal o1 fafadiewor, ok a1 faavur ¥ IS fRIe gawiTd e
BITfl, Had Havel TG UaTe 5l I

Second, adaptation finance remains fragile.

TR, SrgPpad fad onft off FHER B

While global rhetoric speaks of mobilising $1.3 trillion annually by 2035, operational
pathways remain uncertain.

BTaNP A WR IR 2035 a@ Ufaay 1.3 feferas Sfar Jem 1 a1d sl Akt §, dfe
ATGeTR® Brat-aa= Anf e+t oft arfAf3a 81

Without predictable and accessible flows of adaptation finance, post-disaster recovery
will crowd out long-term resilience planning.

I SrgEa fa $1 gaigia ok gau WaTg 7a! H ot 3Tl & a1g gaf-aior deifas
AHATI AT 61 Ul e Qi

Water projects need explicit classification and funding as climate investments, not mere
sectoral costs.

T ufeaterTsit &l Had & and & U § 981 Sfch Jaarg A & w0 d Wy w U g
i iR faaifSa farar s =nfeul

Third, digital fragmentation persists.

e, fefdrea fagsa snft ot s gan &1

Despite India’s vast hydrological and meteorological data, artificial intelligence-driven
real-time integration into planning, budgeting, and local governance systems remains
limited.

YR & fauna Safagm iR Wy Tdeht 321 & drase $Hw gfgwmr snefva arafds
TG THIHRT I AT, Toie 3R R = gomferal & =mfiet dHxem st off ftra g1

A closer look at India’s institutional landscape reveals that most global adaptation targets
already have corresponding domestic missions.
YRA & TRINT eTd &I HR19 I - TR UdT Iadl § o i< e srggpa- ded uga 3
& g R & = Ae B
Drinking water coverage, sanitation expansion, irrigation efficiency, urban water
reforms, and climate action plans exist across Ministries and States.

Havel, oo dl [, Riarg qarn, w6 oa YUR 3R srerarg S gt fafe
TETaay SR ¥real § AN B
Climate stress indicators must be embedded into mission dashboards.

TAAR] a9 Abadi o FRE SIS & wnfia foan s arfgul
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Belém calls for convergence, not reinvention.
Yau g gAfator 98 9fee Tua ST g Fear g
India’s strength in digital public infrastructure offers an opportunity to integrate
hydrological data, crop advisories, insurance and financial flows into interoperable
platforms for real-time decision-making.

AP ATETT § URA B! dTdd Adfaq= Sel, Fad arg, 9T 3R faxda
TaTE & adta® I9g fHofa a1 & g waied Tl & Sies &1 3w UgH vl g
Belém indicators guide climate survival
YA Hhad FTaary ST BT ARTeR H3d §
The Belém indicators are not a bureaucratic checklist; they are a dashboard for survival.
AN HHad Had YIS Il 61 €, 3 3R & oY To ARTedis SxE1E 2
If implemented with seriousness, they can transform adaptation from a peripheral
conversation into the organising principle of development strategy.
g 3 Rar & an) fran sie, 1 9 gHad 3! §1R™ @1 99i 9 Jeaax fasi™ I &
1 fgia o uitafdd &R 9&d §1
India stands at a pivotal moment.
YRd TP fAurias A R Ts1 3|
Its domestic water reforms, technological capabilities, and community-led initiatives
position it not just as a participant in global climate negotiations but also as a potential
leader in operationalising adaptation at scale.
S IR I YR, TH-1D! &HATE 3R ATGHAP Ugd U Had dIy® Jaarg ararsi §
YrfieR g 76 9fcr 98 TN R gEad ar H1 & J1fad Aar off 5913 8|

Water must anchor climate action.

A DI T PIRATS BT ATYR T AT

Implementation must be swift, equitable, and technologically robust.

PHTagT 9, AT 3R dP-te! U A ee e eyl

Resilience should be measured not by infrastructure built, but by systems that continue
to serve people during floods, droughts and climate shocks.

mmwﬁﬁawﬁﬁaﬁwmﬁmaﬂ%ﬁﬁm Q@ SR
Siqarg sied! & Rt N F Qar Bl 7

India has much of the blueprint in place.

YRA & U 39 A1 § Ugd § 81 HI5! @Il HI9G o

India should align its missions, metrics and money quickly enough to convert ambition into
measurable resilience, and in doing so lead the Global South by exemplary
performance.

HRA &1 30 R, Sdhae ok faiia warem &) ftudr & gafd & wnfee arfe
UEATHIET B! ATI AU H 9edT Sl &, 3R 39 YHR 3180l Uedd H3d ¢ afys
gferor 1 Aqa forar o 9 |
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Assam inks pact
with Hmar, Kuki
extremist groups

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Assam government on
Sunday signed a memoran-
dum of settlement with
three Kuki extremist
groups as well as a Hmar
group.

The organisations in-
volved are the Hmar Peo-
ple’s  Convention-Demo-
cratic (HPC-D), United
Kukigam Defence Army
(UKDA), Kuki Revolution-
ary Army (KRA), and the
Kuki Liberation Organisa-
tion (KLO), which is also
known as the Kuki Libera-
tion Army. The members of
all these groups had laid
down their arms in 2012.

Assam Education Minis-
ter Ranoj Pegu, in whose
presence the memoran-
dum of settlement was in-
ked, said the deal envisages
the formation of a Hmar
Welfare Development
Council and a Kuki Welfare
Development Council in
the Hmar and Kuki-domi-
nated areas of Assam,
respectively.

“A Suspension of Opera-
tions was signed between
the State government and
these groups after they

gave up arms. Thereafter,
several rounds of tripartite
talks involving the Centre
led to the memorandum of
settlement,” a senior offic-
er of Assam’s Home and
Political Department said.

He said that the settle-
ment process was acceler-
ated in the past few months
as an initiative of peace and
tranquillity in the State and
to fulfil the aspirations of
both communities.

Rehabilitation steps

“Each development coun-
cil will comprise a chair-
man, deputy chairman,
chief executive member,
executive members, and
members nominated by
the Assam government.
Both councils will be head-
quartered in Guwahati,
and their budgets will be
prepared according to their
requirements submitted to
the Transformation and
Development Depart-
ment,” the officer said.

Mr. Pegu said that the
State government would
take appropriate measures
to rehabilitate the cadres of
the armed groups in accor-
dance with the existing
procedure.

after they gave up arms.
3 JE! GRT 8RR BIe7 & T1E Ied WPR 3R 75 oI R 3ATh TR JH
TR &R fhy 7T 3|

e Thereafter, several rounds of tripartite talks involving the Centre led to the memorandum
of settlement, a senior officer of Assam’s Home and Political Department said.
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16Mar. Assam inks pact with Hmar, Kuki
extremist groups
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e The Assam government on Sunday signhed
a memorandum of settlement with three Kuki
extremist groups as well as a Hmar group.

3H PR A WdIR &1 oA
3R TH IR 9Yg & Y EILE]
(memorandum of settlement) IR GXdI&R feul

e The organisations involved are the Hmar
People’s Convention-Democratic (HPC-D), United
Kukigam Defence Army (UKDA), Kuki
Revolutionary Army (KRA), and the Kuki
Liberation Organisation (KLO), which is also
known as the Kuki Liberation Army.
I MU G167 § FHAR GUq H-A3H-SHIb D
(HPC-D), T3¢ s Hfpwma f&th 3mdf (UKDA),
Pt RaregeRt et (KRA) IR Fa feravsme
SMFTSRM (KLO), o Fapt ferav=r omedf & A
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e The members of all these groups had laid
down their arms in 2012.

Egtﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂa@ﬁzou H U7 BIRAR ST
fau i

e Assam Education Minister Ranoj Pegu, in
whose presence the memorandum of settlement
was inked, said the deal envisages the formation of
a Hmar Welfare Development Council and a Kuki
Welfare Development Council in the Hmar and
Kuki-dominated areas of Assam, respectively.

378 & fRrem WAt vone 9 & SufRufa A 59
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e “ASuspension of Operations was signed
between the State government and these groups

MU JUd
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e He said that the settlement process was accelerated in the past few months as an initiative
of peace and tranquillity in the State and to fulfil the aspirations of both communities.
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Rehabilitation steps
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e “Each development council will comprise a chairman, deputy chairman, chief executive
member, executive members, and members nominated by the Assam government.
% faeTa uivug o srwrel, Iuteasd, T1 RIGRI Tewd, FRIER! T iR 3RyH
PR GRI AT TG A §iMl |

e Both councils will be headquartered in Guwabhati, and their budgets will be prepared
according to their requirements submitted to the Transformation and Development
Department,” the officer said.

S aRvel &1 gemead argrel
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e Mr. Pegu said that the State government would take appropriate measures to rehabilitate
the cadres of the armed groups in accordance with the existing procedure.
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Do we create high performers and also-ran’ by how we manifest them?
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Do we create high performers and also-ran’ by how we manifest them?

Was it superior skills, good
preparation, or a well-re-
warded system that ena-
bled Team India to lift the
T20 cricket World Cup
once again? I think it's the
Pygmalion effect - the
psychological principle,

according to which ‘people
tend to perform better
when more is expected of
them'. In our work world,
would “high expectations”
help colleagues outper-
form on their tasks?

In the 1960s, Harvard
University  psychologist
Robert Rosenthal and his
colleagues administered
an IQ test at an elementary
school in San Francisco.
They told the teachers that
based on the test they had
identified in each class
some students who were
“set to blossom™. A year la-

were retested, the scores of
the “blossoming” group of
students had climbed sig-
nificantly higher than the
rest. The researchers attri-
buted the superior perfor-
mance to the various posi-
tive ways in which teachers
may have interacted with
the set. They pointed out
that the teachers were
more encouraging towards
this group, did not criticise
their mistakes and used
warmer body language.
Rosenthal termed it the
Pygmalion effect, after the

S

Awaiting falk: Just like cricket critics, there are detractors in every

Greek my ical sculp-
tor who falls in love with a
statue and makes it come
alive.

Expectations delivered

If colleagues whom you re-
gard highly don't deliver
on their promise, would
you be more disappointed

, waiting for the supe

in them compared to team
members from whom you
expect less? But honestly,
can we afford to expect
less from any of our col
leagues in a competitive
world? However, the truth
is we tend to ignore the

10 fail. GETTY IMAGESASTOCK

poor show of some team
members, as the focus is al-
ways on high-potential col-
leagues. In our profession-
al space, aren’t we all in a
constant toggle between
engaging and pressurising
our team to deliver a supe-

rior performance?

Some of us go beyond
stating expectations to our
teams and convert that in-
to pressure. | once found
myself becoming helpless
with one of my colleagues.
I was trying to media train
him. He wasn't able to de-
liver despite being a capa-
ble guy, and it was a crucial
ability needed for his next
role. In every meeting |
would taunt him about his
lack of intent or effort. In-
itially he used to fight back,
asking me to wait and
watch how he would turn
around; then, with time,
he became immune to my
sarcasm and never deve-
loped those skills. For me,
he turned out to be a lazy
guy and 1 became a boss
who only applied pressure
and never encouraged or
supported his needs.

We know each of our

team members reacts to
pressure differently. Some
of us bounce back, and ma-
ny of us are likely to whittle
down.

Weight of reputation
How do the superstars in
your organisation handle
the pressure of perfor-
mance?

Though performance is
contextual, every enter-
prise seems to be depen-
dent on a few leaders or
certain teams to give it the
boost. It's difficult to miss
the attention these top-
performing leaders get;
everything they say is
heard by the bosses, eve-
rything they do is high-
lighted as best practices by
HR and CEOs.

When I was employed
and running India opera-
tions, 1 could see the im-
portance given to my coun-

terparts in Singapore and
Malaysia, as 90 per cent of
the region’s profits came
from those two countries.
Life wasn't easy for the
leaders helming them: if
their numbers dropped,
they were under scrutiny;
and an increase in attrition
was criticised.

They were monitored
constantly, and it was not
clear whether those lead-
ers enjoyed the downside
of the attention. The In-
dian cricket team must
have felt the same after the
loss to South Africa in the
recent T20 World Cup.

Just like the cricket crit-
ics, there are many detrac-
tors in every organisation,
and it would seem like they
are waiting for the super-
stars to fail. The burden of
expectation and reputa-
tion is a huge challenge to
live up to for leaders with a

past track record.

Assuming the best for
others is hard but neces-
sary, argues Trinity Univer-
sity professor Amer Kaiss-
er in his latest book, The
Positive Intent Mindset. His
research shows that posi-
tivity begets positivity. So,
leaders who go in assum-
ing that others are trying
their best, they’re going to
find evidence that others
are trying their best. Whe-
reas if leaders do the oppo-
site, going in with some
biases, not only will they
feel miserable but also like-
ly find evidence on those
lines too.

Imagine working in an
organisation or team
where everyone is cheer-
ing for you and not just
their top performers?

(Kamal Karanth is Co-
Founder of Xpheno, a spe-
cialist staffing company)

16Mar. Do we create high performers and also-ran’ by how we manifest them?
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e Was it superior skills, good preparation, or a well-rewarded system that enabled Team
India to lift the T20 cricket World Cup once again?
T IgR DI, ST R, 7 3} TRE YR d wommert 7 H gfgan o) R @ 120 fpdbe
fay U Sita & gam g1

e | think it's the Pygmalion effect — the psychological principle, according to which people
tend to perform better when more is expected of them.

AT Rigid, 9 38R @ a9 g’
UG PId @ o9 399 3 e &1 S g

e Inourwork world, would high expectations help colleagues outperform on their tasks?
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e Inthe 1960s, Harvard University psychologist Robert Rosenthal and his colleagues
administered an IQ test at an elementary school in San Francisco.
1960 & o=1% & grds fayfaened & waiami=e Aad AAT R 376 Tgaifi 7 A
WiRkeD! & T wufie faemea & 1Q udteror s

e They told the teachers that based on the test they had identified in each class some
students who were “set to blossom”.
I 1&g T FeT b TE0 & YR W I5iH TAD D& H $© STl $I Ugd $I g ot
e aa § |

e Avyear later, when the students were retested, the scores of the “blossoming” group of
students had climbed significantly higher than the rest.

TH q9 91 ofd B BT Y TH&vT fooar a1, ot “fes ara” g & oFf & 3id 1ot oFt
P g H B1h1 3fed §¢ 7T |

e The researchers attributed the superior performance to the various positive ways in which
teachers may have interacted with the set.

YAt 7 39 9gaR UG BT HRU 3 AN THRIED aRIP! & gardl o FRrarpt 7
I Y & 1Y HGER fovd|

e They pointed out that the teachers were more encouraging towards this group.
5 Far o Rrere 39 Wg & ufd 3ifis Wiearfed & ard |

e Did not criticise their mistakes and used warmer body language.
gwwwmﬁﬁmmwmwww

I

e Rosenthal termed it the Pygmalion effect, after the Greek mythological sculptor who falls

in love with a statue and makes it come alive.

A= 7 3 e wyma o1, St fie Wi gfder ot st 3 o g o te
Tk F 07 prar § SR I Sifad B el B

Expectations delivered
YT BT YUTT

e If colleagues whom you regard highly don’t deliver on their promise.
I I AEHHI fog 319 §gd AFT A & S0 A1¢ &b SR UeH o] Hed |
e Would you be more disappointed in them compared to team members from whom you
expect less?
A T 3T 3TN 31feh FRRTRT 81 S A Haw Bt ga # R 31T B e @4 872
e But honestly, can we afford to expect less from any of our colleagues in a competitive
world?
Qe Ta &g O &w wfawadT g 8§ 3 fbddt +ft Tgael @ B e B gohd 87
e However, the truth is we tend to ignore the poor show of some team members.
gIcilieh g g & fob 51 P& W Yl &b WIS USRI &1 3FHT R & § |
e Asthe focus is always on high-potential colleagues.
iifep AT THRN I &HAT AT HEh Al IR B 3|
e Inour professional space, aren’t we all in a constant toggle between engaging and
pressurising our team to deliver a superior performance?
T AR IR Sfia § 87 TR WedTied $3 3MR gaTd ST & aid e a1 Bt
DI TG FX TP <IH g UG DHR?
e Some of us go beyond stating expectations to our teams and convert that into pressure.
TH ¥ $© AN Had AUTE FaT1 I 3F TgdhR 3¢ &aId & 9¢d od o |
e | once found myself becoming helpless with one of my colleagues.
TF SR H 30+ T GgHUT & 1Y GG B! RIS TEYH B3 Al
e | was trying to train him.
[ 38 HfSaT URRneror ¢ &t BRI A @1 Ul
e He wasn't able to deliver despite being a capable guy, and it was a crucial ability needed
for his next role.
aa@qgeﬁ%mqgua&hqﬁmmw T, o g IUD AT UG & o Hgeaqur
&Hdr Uil

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page76



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e Inevery meeting | would taunt him about his lack of intent or effort.
W Io® I H IS RIS IT TITH Bt B TR T AR ATl

¢ Initially he used to fight back, asking me to wait and watch how he would turn around.
Y31 H 98 SIaTd &dT YT 3R HedT U b SaeiR ®Y 3T 3@ b 98 $Y Jgdd amm|

e Then, with time, he became immune to my sarcasm and never developed those skills.
o THg & Iy 98 ) T fewfOr & sryHIfad 81 T SR 3 PIRrel B b Rid a1
P UM

e For me, he turned out to be a lazy guy and | became a boss who only applied pressure
and never encouraged or supported his needs.

TR fore a8 e et sufdrt s a1 3R T T ST 9 77 S had gaTd STerdT AT 3R FHft
WieATfgd a1 |AgaRT g! ol Ul

e We know each of our team members reacts to pressure differently.
T 9 © [ &% ¢ e ga1d W e avg & Ufafewar gar 3|

e Some of us bounce back, and many of us are likely to whittle down.

$3 AN aTId IHR 3T &, STafh H3 AN FHSIR TS o1 ¢ |

Weight of reputation
JfasT $7 g

e How do the superstars in your organisation handle the pressure of performance?
3P WS P FURER UG F Ga1d B HY HA 67

e Though performance is contextual, every enterprise seems to be dependent on a few
leaders or certain teams to give it the boost.

graltes weRie weH wR R &var 8, Aft &R Tt oo Aareit ar duf iR PRk @ g o
I 3T 9eTd & |
o |t's difficult to miss the attention these top-performing leaders get.
S o USRI B arat Aarai ol e are s e HRA1 4fRed g
e Everything they say is heard by the bosses.
35 PO P8 ¢ 98 S SATUBTGI GRT FAT STl B
e Everything they do is highlighted as best practices by HR and CEOs.
d S $B Hd & 39 HR 3R CEO §RT WaH WAT3Mf & TU T Uqd a1 o 51

e When | was employed and running India operations, | could see the importance given to my
counterparts in Singapore and Malaysia.
o & AP B AT AR YR &b FATa- $T Agd B 381 U, a9 5 RITgR iR 7afkmr & s
Gl DI feT S aTet Hgd o G|
e As 90 per cent of the region’s profits came from those two countries.
i & F 90 TfrRTd AU I<T S =M F o1 A
e Life wasn’t easy for the leaders helming them.
BT A DR a1t AT BT SHa-T ST g1 AT
o |If their numbers dropped, they were under scrutiny.
g I Adiel IR, O d FSt S & TR | 37 ST |
e And anincrease in attrition was criticised.
3R T o= ® gfex St Smare gt 2t
e They were monitored constantly.
JTht AR AR &1 St ot
e And it was not clear whether those leaders enjoyed the downside of the attention.
3R T8 Wy Y U1 fp 3 A1 59 Sifafad &9 & TP RIS U&f &7 311+ od Y 1 781 |

e The Indian cricket team must have felt the same after the loss to South Africa in the
recent T20 World Cup.
YR fopde 0 7 off =g grferan 120 fay &0 | gféon snbier @ R & a1e T &) Jegd
o grm

e Just like the cricket critics, there are many detractors in every organisation.
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And it would seem like they are waiting for the superstars to fail.

3R T AT 8 fh § URRER & A% d g1 BT SR TR W & |

The burden of expectation and reputation is a huge challenge to live up to for leaders
with a past track record.

ar&%&rreﬁ 3R wfarsT &7 digr 3 Aareii & fu T a) gHid 81a1 & e s 4 /a1 Rals
R

Assuming the best for others is hard but necessary, argues Trinity University professor
Amer Kaisser in his latest book The Positive Intent Mindset.

IR & T Faw ST U AT Hio Al aa® g, g fefidl fayfemay & wibwr
AR HIR U G ¢ ulferfed gee urgsae # Had |

His research shows that positivity begets positivity.

3TH1 MY FATAT § [ TPRIADAT H AHRIEDAT 9T glelt 3|

So, leaders who go in assuming that others are trying their best, they're going to find
evidence that others are trying their best.

g’ﬁ%ﬂaﬁﬁm%waﬁ%%wmﬁ%mm@iﬁmmmﬁmﬁ
|

Whereas if leaders do the opposite, going in with some biases, not only will they feel
miserable but also likely find evidence on those lines too.

Afep afe Aar 39 fausid gatug & 9 o 8, 1 3 71 Had Qe SRigy HegH B3 dfch
I R & yHror ff ge ||

Imagine working in an organisation or team where everyone is cheering for you and not
just their top performers?
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